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58 Indons die 
inlandslides 
after floods 


Democratic White House 
bets make history debating 
with voters via YouTube 


19 senators ask court 
to allow Trillanes 
to attend sessions 


Environmentalists: Let 
Reyes stay until trees 
project completed 


Congress to push 
bill cutting cost 
of medicines 


day Inquirer Magazine 
lo. 1, says Nielsen survey 


SUNDAY INQUIRER MAGAZINE IS THE NO. 1 
weekend supplement in the country, according 
to Nielsen Media Research. 

Nielsen's nationwide survey, conducted in the 
first quarter of 2007, showed that 50 percent of 
respondents who read a weekend supplement the 
past week said SIM was their magazine of choice. 

The survey estimated that SIM had 0 
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‘High court defers 
action on TRO 
against terror law 


By Leila B. Salaverria 
BALANCED s, FEARLESS VIEWS 
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TOP OFFICIALS OF THE EXECUTIVE 
branch and the military have been or- 
dered by the Supreme Court to comment 


website: www-inquirer.net 


within 10 days on petitions seeking to 
nullify the controversial antiterror law. 

But the high court deferred action on 
the request of the petitioners that a tem- 
porary restraining order be imposed on 
the implementation of the law, the Hu- 
man Security Act (HSA) of 2007, while 
deliberations were ongoing. 

“The court required the respondents 
to comment within 10 days [from re 
ceipt of the tribunal's directive]. No 
TRO, Supreme Court spokesperson 
Jose Midas Marquez told reporters yes- 
terday. 

According to Marquez, it was the 
high court en banc that tackled the 
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Produce Jonas on Friday, SC orders AFP 


day but it was dated July 16—the first 
day of the summit initiated by the 
Supreme Court to come up with solu- 
tions to the unabated extrajudicial 

killings and forced disappearances. 
Said the high courts first division: 
“You (respondents) or your duly autho- 
rized representatives are hereby re- 
PRODUCE/AIO 


Itdirected Court of Appeals Presiding 
Justice Ruben Reyes to immediately raf- 
fle Jonas’ case among the courts jus- 
tices, and said the designated justice 
should hear the case on Friday and sub- 
mit a report to the tribunal after hand- 
ing down his decision. 

Copies of the writ of habeas corpus 
were released to the media only yester- 


petition filed by Jonas’ mother, Edita 
Burgos, and ordered Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Esper- 
‘on and the other respondents, who in- 
cluded President Macapagal-Arroyo, to 
present Jonas before the Court of Ap- 
peals in Manila on Friday morning, and 
to explain why he should continue to be. 
detained. 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


‘THE SUPREME COURT HAS ORDERED 
the Armed Forces to produce Jonas Bur- 
gos despite the military's insistence it 
was not holding the missing activist. 
‘The tribunals first division chaired 
by Chief Justice Reynato Puno issued ۵ 
writ of habeas corpus in response to ۵ 


Villar: GMA a lame duck 


Int rating 
firm on Sona 
infra projects: 
Where's cash? 


By Michelle V. Remo 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


WHERE'S THE MONEY? 

An international credit rating agency 
yesterday doubted the government ca- 
pacity to finance the infrastructure pro- 
jects that President Macapagal-Arroyo 
enumerated in her State of the Nation 
Address (Sona) on Monday. 

“In the absence of a significant im- 
provement in tax collection, it will not be 
possible for the Philippine government 
to implement its ambitious and much- 
needed infrastructure development pro- 
gram," Fitch Ratings said ina statement. 

“That, in turn, would jeopardize the 
country’s medium-term _ economic 
growth outlook and, ultimately, its 
sovereign credit worthiness,” it said. 

But Malacafang said there was 
enough money to fund the projects. 

Ata press briefing, Budget Secretary 
Rolando Andaya and Finance Secretary 
Margatito Teves said the “Sona projects" 
had already been incorporated in the 
proposed 2008 budget of P1.227 trillion, 
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Palace proposes 
P1.227-trillion 
budget for 2008 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


VILLAR: There are a lot 
of interpretations when 
she [GMA] sayssomeone 
could get in the way. We 
arean independent 
Senate, it's not always 
possible to say “yes, yes” 


she wants. 
INQUIRER MOTO 


to what: 


APRAYERFUL PAUSE for President Arroyo before going into the 26th Neda board meeting at the Palace on Tuesday. Ms 
‘Arroyo and her economic managers approve the proposed 2008 national budget of more than a trillion pesos, which will be 


muon 


Senators see red over blue ribbon panel chair 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY AP- 
proved a proposed P1.227-trillion 
budget for 2008, up from this 
years 81.136 trillion. 

The proposed budget will be 
submitted to the House of Repre- 
sentatives not later than Aug. 24. 

"The focus of ‘the budget 
would be on infrastructure, edu- 
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7th Harry Potter 
book is fastest 
selling in history 


NEW YORK—THE NUMBERS ARE NEW, 
the story old: No book has sold like "Har- 
1y Potter and the Deathly Hallows.” 

‘And J.K. Rowling is already the first 
billionaire author, 

‘The seventh and final volume in the 
Harry Potter series has become the 
fastest selling book in history, with more 
than 11 million copies sold during the 
first 24 hours in three markets 
alone—Britain, Germany and the United 
States. 

Lisa Holton, president of Scholastic 
‘Trade and Book Fairs, likened the week- 
end excitement in the United States to 
the hysteria that greeted the Beatles’ first 
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coalition would decide the committee 
leaderships, including the blue ribbon 
committee. 

"The blue ribbon is at the heart of the. 
fiscalizing nature of the Senate and this 
should be in the hands of a real opposi- 
tion,” said Legarda. 

After being elected Senate Presi- 

SENATORS/ 21 
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Alan Cayetano was being floated as a 
compromise candidate for the post but 
the Arroyo administration, wary of his 
anti-Arroyo rhetoric during his term in 
the House of Representatives, flatly re- 
jected him. 

Sen. Loren Legarda, one of eight op- 
position senators who did not vote for 
Villar, said it was a pity that the majority 


submitted next month to Congress, 


gates government irregularities. 

‘The three opposition senators in the 
majority bloc—Senators Francis Escud- 
ero, Alan Peter Cayetano and Jinggoy 
Estrada—want one of their own to head 
the blue ribbon committee while the 
nine administration senators in the al- 
liance are pushing for the retention of 
Sen. Joker Arroyo as chair. 


GOVERNORS’ 
CONFAB: Topping 
theagenda of the. 
first organizational 
meeting ofthe 
League of Provinces. 
‘of the Philippines is 
the resolution sup- 
porting the appoint- 
‘mento Lito Atienza 
as environment 
secretary. From left, 
Interior Under- 
secretary Tony Pet 
‘Albano, Governors 
Gwen Garcia of 
Cebu, Grace Padaca 
of Isabela, Raymund 
Vilafuerte of 
Camarines Sur, Dax 
Cua of Quirino and 
Ed Panlilio of 
Pampanga. Misamis 
Occidental Gov. 
Loreto Ocampos is 
the league's new 
president, 


She will 
definitely 
go in 2010, 
says Palace 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


SENATORS YESTERDAY 
slammed President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo for sounding in- 
secure in her State of the Na- 
tion Address about her 
"Jame-duck" status in the 
next three years. 


"She's being too defensive about her 
lame-duck status, I don't think it was 
necessary for her to make those state- 
ments, much less challenge us," Senate 
President Manuel Villar said in an inter- 
view with the INQUIRER. 

In her address on Monday at the open- 
ing of the 14th Congress, the President 
said: "I am not an obstacle to anyone's 
ambition. But make no mistake. 1 will not 
stand idly by when anyone gets in the 
way of the national interest and tries to 
block the national vision. From where I 
sit, I can tell you, a President is always as 
strong as she wants to be.” 

Villar said Ms Arroyo should be more 

VILLAR ADI 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE NEWLY FORMED SENATE MA- 
jority bloc led by Senate President 
Manuel Villar was in disarray yester- 
day over a disagreement on whether an 
administration or opposition senator 
should chair the blue ribbon commit- 
tee—the powerful panel that investi- 


actical’ solution 
for ex-future nurses 


By Jerome Aning 


WHAT DOES ONE DO WITH HALF 
ofthe 78,000 nursing graduates 
who are expected to flunk the li- 
censure examination administered 
last month? 

Labor Secretary Arturo Brion 
wants to give them a "practical" 
fallback position. 

Brion is proposing that the 
flunkers be given the option to be- 
come "practical nurses,” those who 
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Senate roils over Trillanes 


Forex firm’s local execs face suit 


victim. I don’t know if that’s her diversion- 
ary tactic but we believe that she is also a 
suspect,” Felipe said 

"She was pointing at Liew as the one who 
salted away the funds. For all we know, 
Michael Liew doesn't even exist,” he said. 

‘The thirty-something complainant claimed 
to have heard that Tuason was encouraging 
other investors to shell out more money to 
come up with from $200,000 to $250,000 
which they would ostensibly need to hire a 
Hong Kong-based lawyer to locate Liew, 

The other day, a businesswoman from 
Makati's Dasmariñas Village showed up at 
the NBI to file a complaint against Tuason, 
who she claimed enticed her to invest 
$20,000 in the company. 

Speaking on behalf of his daughter, the 
complainant's father said that she, “along 
with several residents and affiuent families 
of Forbes and Dasmariñas,” were personally 
recruited by Tuason. 

“[Tuason] really went around, enticing 
people to invest. Some investors put in 
$300,000 or $400,000,” he said, adding 
that his daughter came to know Tuason 
through a friend. 


Pursuing Basilan attackers no walk-in the park — Esperon 


deadline and leave unpunished those who be- 
headed and mutilated the Marines. 

If there is no punishment for the perpetra- 
tors, “they will think that beheading people is 
perfectly all right," he said. 

“This is not to avenge the soldiers but to uphold 
the very basic right of government to protect its cit- 
izens, to uphold the law. We have always believed 
that punishing the barbaric act does not have to fall 
"within the ambit of the peace process," he said. 

Esperon said that if there seemed to be a 
delay in the strike against the perpetrators, 
this was because the military was making sure 
that the targets were identified and located 
before it moves in. 


to see to it he would not be nominated. 

He said that after De Venecia's nomiria- 2 
tion was seconded, the nomination process 
was closed and the voting started. 

He said a fellow Cebuano congressman, 
Antonio Cuenco, had turned against him by 
nominating De Venecia after Cuenco had 
‘committed his support to Garcia. 

Garcia said Cuenco visited him at his 
Manila office twice to express support for 
his speakership bid. 

So when Cuenco stood up to nominate 
De Venecia, Garcia said it was “treachery.” 

Cuenco, however, said it was a simple 
case of “sour grapes” on Garcia's part. 

He said Garcia should not blame him for 
his defeat because it was Garcia's camp that 
committed mistakes in strategy. 

Instead of pushing for a secret balloting, 
Cuenco said the Garcia camp resorted to 
questioning the authority of the presiding 
officer as the House was set to vote for the 
Speaker. 

Hesaid his commitment wasto supporta 
secret ballot, not to vote for Garcia. With a 
report by Norman Bordadora 


“{Let’s) put the speakership fight behind 
us and support the administration in its 
goals of providing more development pro- 
jects, better basic services, more employ- 
‘ment and higher income opportunities to 
our people,” he added. 

First-termer Camarines Sur Rep. Diosda- 
do “Dato” Arroyo, the Presidents youngest 
son, said he'd rather not say whether he 
had Ms Arroyo's go-ahead to vote for De 
Venecia or not. 

"There was only one candidate nominat- 
ed for Speaker so it doesn't matter whether 
Thad anyone's blessing or not,” the younger 
Arroyo told the INQUIRER. 

Negros Occidental Rep. Ignacio "Iggy" 
Arroyo, brother of First Gentleman Jose 
Miguel "Mike" Arroyo, did not return the 
Inquirer's calls which could have revealed 
his vote on the speakership. 

However, it was the Negros Occidental 
representative who said in May that the 
Presidents party, Kabalikat ng Malayang 
Pilipino (Kampi), would be supporting De 
Venecia’s bid fora fifth term as Speaker. 


| Garcia: Never say die 


Arroyos went for JDV 


businessman, said that PIPC investors in- 
cluded expatriate executives and families 
with their own businesses. 

"There are ako those who came from the 
‘Visayas and I know one who came from a very in- 
fuentil family” the investor said. “Thats why 
they were embarrassed to come out in the open.” 

The 21۳6 case first came to light when Tu- 
ason wrote the NBI on July 19, seeking help 
from the Interpol in tracing the whereabouts 
of Liew, the owner of Performance Invest- 
ments Products Corp. in the British Virgin Is- 
lands (Performance Investment, BVI). 

Liew is also president of PIPC, the local 
subsidiary of Performance Investment, BVI. 

In her letter, Tuason said Liew had “un- 
lawfully taken the money” of Performance 
Investments “to the grave prejudice of its in- 
vestors," including herself. 

Earlier last week, the firm's investors were 
told that Liew had absconded with their money 
and that the bank accounts which held their in- 
vestments had been emptied and closed. 

Felipe said Tuason was liable because she 
was the firm's local incorporator. 

“By filing a complaint with the NBI, Tua- 
son was making it appear that she was also a 


MILF has admitted to having staged. 

‘The men are armed with high-powered 
firearms that include the more than 20 
‘weapons they took from the dead Marines, he 
told reporters late Monday. 

“Thats the risk of enforcing this, of doing 
this,” he said of the job facing the 5,000- 
strong force made up of the military, police 
and militiamen. 

“This is not a walk in the park. We know 
that, we expect it,” he added. 

Esperon said the military was not extending 
the deadline it gave the MILF to surrender the 
perpetrators, “after all know who they are." 

But he said the AFP cannot extend the 


By Jhunnex Napallacan. 
Inquirer Visayas 


CEBU CITY—AFTER FAILING TO WIN THE 
speakership, Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia has 
proposed the formation of an independent 
bloc in the House of Representatives. 

At least 25 congressmen, disappointed 
over Monday's proceedings to pick a new 
Speaker, had expressed interest in joining 
such a bloc, which he and Camarines Sur 
Rep. Luis Villafuerte planned to put up, 
Garcia said. 

“We will form a group, an independent 
|. bloc. We will not be joining the minority or 
| the majority. We will be independent in 
Congress. Our group will serve as a con- 
science bloc,” he said. 

Garcia said he had regrets about the out- 
come of the fight for the speakership after 
he did his best but failed because of the way 
Speaker Jose de Venecia and his supporters 
railroaded the proceedings. 

He denied withdrawing from the race or 
refusing to be nominated. He said De Vene- 
cia and his followers had exerted all efforts 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYOS SONS 
and brother-in-law in the House of Representa- 
tives cast their lot with Speaker Jose de Venecia. 
‘on Mondays speakership vote despite Ms Ar- 
royo's decision not to publicly support anyone 
inthe battle for the House leadership. 

De Venecia ran unopposed in what could 
be the most contentious speakership elec- 
tion in the history of Philippine politics. 

Challenger Cebu Rep. Pablo Garcia opt 
ed to withhold his nomination when his al- 
lies failed to get the rules and amendments 
they wanted the House to adopt. 

"(I] made a personal choice to support 
Speaker Jose de Venecia. This was made by 
myself alone without consulting the Presi- 
dent in line with her stand to respect the in- 
dependence of Congress,” said the Presi- 
dents eldest son, Pampanga Rep. Juan 
Miguel “Mikey” Arroyo. “We also congratu- 
late Rep. Garcia for putting up a valiant 
fight against SJDV" 

He heaved a sigh of relief after the House 
elected a speaker five hours after the ses- 


| هه‎ opened 10am. 


$250-M SCAM 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


THE SENATE SPENT MOST OF ITS SECOND SES- 
sion day yesterday debating a proposed resolution 
calling on the courts to allow the detained Sen. Anto- 
nio Trillanes IV to attend Senate sessions and per- 


form his duties as an elective official. 


By Tina G. Santos 
pone the nominal voting to the 
following day, so that the records 
will reflect the vote of each sena- 
tor. 

Honasan took offense at a por- 
tion of the resolution citing his 
exoneration in the same coup 
d'etat case being faced by Tril- 
lanes and other junior officers. 

Honasan, who was recently 
cleared by the Deparment of Justice 
of involvement in the mutiny, said 
his circumstances. were different 
from that of Trillanes although he 
cempathized with latter. 

Pimentel agreed to delete the part 
that read, “whereas the charges 
against the alleged leader of the 
Oakwood mutiny, Sen. Gregorio 
Honasan, have been dropped by the 
Department of Justice.” 

The Makati Regional Trial 
Court has already twice rejected 
Trillanes’ petition for bail. Coup 
d'etat is a non-bailable offense. 

Trillanes has a pending om- 
nibus petition before the court 
asking for, among other things, 
special leave to attend Senate 
functions, access to the media, 
and a workstation in his jail cell. 

‘Arroyo took to the floor, decrying 
what he said was the Senate's inter- 
ference in the judiciary He said Tri 
lanes lawyer should work instead to 
reduce the charges against the sena- 
torso he can be allowed bail. 

“1 have expressed sympathy for 
Trillanes... but he can't use the 
Senate as a vehicle instead of the 
courts," said Arroyo. 

He cited the Supreme Court deci- 
sion disallowing then congressman 
Romeo Jalosjos, a convicted child 
rapist, from attending sessions of the 
House of Representatives. 


AGROUP OF INVESTORS WILL FILE TODAY 
a class suit against the incorporators of Per- 
formance Investment Products Corp. (PIPC), 
a foreign exchange trading firm whose own- 
er has disappeared with at least $250 million 
of investors’ money. 

Lawyer John Felipe, counsel for at least 
five PIPC investors, said they would file 
charges of “large-scale syndicated estafa" 
against Michael H.K. Liew, the Singaporean 
owner of PIPC, and Cristina Gonzalez-Tua- 
son, the firm's Filipino general manager. 

Felipe has refused to name his clients, 
saying “they want privacy and peace for 
their families.” 

“But they will come out at the proper time,” 
said Felipe, who was interviewed at the National 
Bureau of investigation anti-organized crime di- 
vision where he and his cients were putting to- 
gether their documents yesterday. 

"There are around 2,000 to 3,000 people 
who invested money with PIPC, so we ex- 
pect more to come forward and file a com- 
plaint,” Felipe said. 

One of Felipe's clients, a thirty-something 


By Christine Avendaño 
and Inquirer Mindanao 


ARMED FORCES CHIEF GEN. HERMOGENES 
Esperon Jr. said going after the perpetrators of 
the deadly July 10 attack in Basilan would not 
bea walk in the park for the military. 

He said he has ordered additional forces to be 
deployed in case the separatist Moro Islamic Lib- 
eration Front (MILF) makes good its threat to 
launch retaliatory attacks in Lanao del Norte. 

Esperon said the troops were in pursuit of 20 
men identified as the ones who killed and mutilat- 
ed 14 Marines and wounded nine other soldiers 
during an ambush in Albakar, Basilan, which the 


Auction Dates: 
July 26 - 29, 2007 
STARTS AT 8:30 A.M. SHARP 


Inspection Dates: 


1 of 120 
Dropside Cargos. 


Road Rollers 
| amos LiKe 
NC] 


ES 


Cmm 


0 OPE 


Trucks & Equipment Financing available thru: 
ORIX METRO Leasing & Finance Corp. + Tel (02) 858-8888 


While support for the resolu- 
tion proposed by Senate Minority 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. has 
crossed party lines, strong oppo- 
sition from a few senators led to 
prolonged discussion. 

As of yesterday, only four of the 
22 senators have not signed the 
petition—administration sena- 
tors Joker Arroyo, Miriam Defen- 
sor-Santiago, Richard Gordon 
and Juan Miguel Zubiri from the 
majority bloc, 

Senators Juan Ponce Enrile 
and Gregorio Honasan, who are 
also in the majority bloc, have ex- 
pressed support for the resolution 
but with reservations. 

Enrile, who said he signed it as 
a gesture of goodwill to the mi- 
nority bloc, said he did not want 
the resolution to be used as part 
of Trillanes’ legal arguments be- 
fore the court. 

Trillanes, a former Navy lieu- 
tenant, was elected senator while 
detained and on trial for the 
crime of coup d'etat for involve- 
ment in the July 2003 failed 
coup, also known as the Oak- 
wood mutiny: 

Enrile questioned why none of 
his Senate colleagues moved to 
support him when, while an in- 
cumbent senator, he was arrested 
in 2001 for allegedly instigating 
the siege of Malacañang by sup- 
porters of deposed President 
Joseph Estrada. 

“T don't know about that 
There's no parity of popularity. 
He [Trillanes] appears to have 
gained popular support for his 
cauise,” Pimentel replied. 

Enrile, citing the implications 
of the resolution, moved to post- 
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3 PUP execs “I love the privileges that come 
to face trial with prestige and beauty." 
at Sandigan 


{THE SANDIGANBAYAN HAS JUNKED THE 
ibid of three executives of the Polytechnic Uni- 
{versity of the Philippines to dismiss the 3 
counts of graft cases filed against them 10 
‘years ago for allegedly defrauding the gov- 
‘ernment of over P20 million through anoma- 
‘lous construction projects. 

In a 12-page resolution, the antigraft 
courts Fourth Division said there was enough 
evidence to support the finding of probable 
cause against former PUP vice-president for 
administration Dante Guevarra, ex-adminis- 
trative officer Augustus Cezar and former ac- 
counting division chief Adriano Salvador. 

Guevarra is now acting PUP president 
while Cezar is now vice president for adminis- 
tration. It was not immediately known 
whether Salvador is still connected with PUP 

Court records showed that the graft cases 
stemmed from a complaint lodged by PUP 
faculty members Zenaida Pia and Cresen- 
ciano Gatchalian with the Office of the Om- 
budsman in 1995. 

In their complaint, the three were accused 
of misappropriating P20.9 million worth of 
surplus construction materials for the con- 
struction of eight school buildings in 1989, 
among others. 

The three officials were also accused of 
lowing the overpayment of P1.107 million in 
terminal leave benefits to a faculty member 
and about P1.74 million in technical and su- 
pervision fees to 64 employees of the Depart- 
‘ment of Public Works and Highways. 

Tn asking the court to dismiss the cases, the 
accused pointed out that Pia and Gatchalian 
have already desisted from further proceed- 
ing with the trial and that the Commission on 
‘Audit has reversed its report which the Om- 
budsman based its findings against them. 

‘They said the COA came out with a subse- 
quent report "practically exonerating” them 
ofthe charges. 

However, the court pointed out that Pia and 
Gatchalian’s affidavit of desistence was not suf- 
ficient cause to dismiss the cases, noting that 
these involved public funds. Jocelyn R. Uy 


Corrections 


IN THE JULY 19 ISSUE, Dolly Anne Car- 
vajal’s "Dollywood" column on Page D4 
of the Entertainment section—"Carmina 
eviews lookalikes sex video"—mis- 
spelled the title of a local independent 
film. The film's title is “Ligaw Li- 
ham"—not “Ligaw Lihim.” 

IN THE JULY 20 ISSUE, a front-page arti- 
cle—"Boy who saved 4 kids in Pagoda 
tragedy is ‘modern hero"—misstated 
the date when the accident happened in 
Bocaue, Bulacan, The event took place 
on July 2, 1993—not July 8, 1993. 
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IN THE JULY 24 ISSUE, Conrado de * 

Quiros’ “There's the Rub" column on 
Page Al0—"Lets join the NPA'—mis- 
stated the name of the highest award ac- 
corded to a Filipino soldier by the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines. The highest 
award given out by the AFP is the Medal 
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Congress. 
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ways, from P79.63 billion to P93.46 billion, 
an increase of 17.4 percent. 


P30B for salary hikes 

Andaya happily announced that next year's 
budget would have an additional P30 billion. 
for personnel services. 

“That represents the full year implementa- 
tion of our salary increase which will take effect 
this month—the 10-percent salary inerease—so 
‘we will carry that over next year, plus an alloca- 
tion of P11 billion for the implementation of the 
salary standardization Part 3,"he said, 

“The other priority of the President is the in- 
crease in the salary of our state workers,” he said, 

“So the initial implementation would be 
P11 billion. We're looking at a total amount of 
around P75 million till 2010 in terms of salary 
increases,” Andaya said, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Agriculture, P21.7 billion from P18.9 billion, 

The allocation for the graft-ridden pork 
barrel, known as the Priority Development 
Assistance Fund, will remain at about P4 bil- 
lion, according to Andaya. 

Tn percentage increases, the biggest gain- 
ers are the following: 

National Housing Authority, from P257 
million to PS billion, an increase of 1,847 per- 
cent. The additional funding will finance so- 
cialized housing projects. 

Department of Science and Technology,‏ و 
from P3.6 billion to P5.5 billion, or an in-‏ 
crease of 51 percent. The increase is due to‏ 
scholarship grants to high school students‏ 
and loans to college students.‏ 

* Department of Health, from P12.29 bil- 
lion to P15 billion, an increase of 22 percent, 

© Department of Public Works and High- 


Int'l rating firm on Sona infra 
projects: Where's the money? 


AFORCEFUL, CONFIDENT President 
Arroyo stressesa point in her State of the 
National Address on Monday at the Batasang 
Pambansa. INQURERPHOTO 


breaching of the budget deficit set for the first 
half. The deficit hit P41 billion, way above the 
target of P31.3 billion. 


Sale of government stake 

Malacafiang has said it can still reach its 
full-year goal by raising more than P100 bil- 
lion through the sale of government stakes in 
companies in the second half. 

“In our view, optimism regarding revenue 
prospects in the short term is unwarranted, 
since various measures to improve tax collec- 
tion and reduce evasion have been in place 
for some time, without meaningful results,” 
James McCormack, Fitch's head of Asia 
sovereigns, said in a statement. 

Fitch said increasing tax collection was cru- 
cial for the Philippines, especially if it wants 
to pursue its infrastructure program over the 
medium term, 

Ms Arroyo said in her Sona that the govern- 
ment would pursue more projects that will 
improve on the countrys infrastructure as a 
way to make the country's climate more con- 
ducive for business. 

"Without improvement in tax collection, the 
government will have to fulfil its aim of develop- 
ing infrastructure by borrowing more, a move 
that could bloat its debts, according to Fitch. 


Not revising 

It forecast the governments total debt 
‘would fall to 59 percent of GDP by the end of 
the year from a peak of 79 percent in 2004. 

Fitch's outlook on the Philippines improved 
from "negative" to "stable" last year. A "sta- 
ble" outlook means a country does not face 
the threat of having its credit rating down- 
graded in the short term. 

Although it sees the Philippines breaching 
its deficit target for the year, Fitch said it was 
not revising its outlook on the Philippines. 
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up from this year's P1.126 trillion. (Story be- 
low.) 

Andaya and Teves made the announce- 
ment following a meeting in which the Pr 
dent and the board of the National Econo: 
and Development Authority approved the 
proposed national budget for 2008. The pro- 
posed budget will be submitted to Congress 
not later than Aug. 24. 

The budget bill provides P11.5 billion for 
infrastructure projects in the countryside, 
P5.8 billion for the extension and construc- 
tion of 23 airports, P5 billion for low-cost 
housing projects and P2.6 billion for the au- 
tomation of elections, according to Andaya. 

Fitch expects the budget deficit this year to 
swell to P125 billion from P64.8 billion in 
2006 because of anemic tax collection. A bud- 
get deficit is the difference between revenues 
and expenditures. 

Fitch said a P125-billion deficit would re- 
sult from a P1.028- 
trillion revenue col- 
lection and P1.153- 
trillion expenditure. 

The government 
seid it would spend 
P1181 trillion on 
revenues of 8 
trillion. 

The Arroyo admin- 
istration is targeting 
a full-year deficit of 
P63 billion. 


Disappointing 

Citing the revenue 
shortfall in the first 
half of the year, Fitch 
said the government 
would be unable to 
rein in the deficit in 
the second half. 

“Year-to-date tax 
collection in June 
2007 was about 2 
billion below official 
targets, and in- 
creased by only 3.4 
percent over 2006. 
This is a particularly 
disappointing result 
given last year's posi- 
tive fiscal momen- 
tum and strong eco- 
nomic growth in the 
first half of 2007," 
Fitch said. 

The Department of 
Finance earlier re- 
ported that the Bu- 
reau of Internal Rev- 
enue and Bureau of 
Customs had collect- 
ed a total of 9 
billion, P51.7 billion 
short of the target. 

The lower revenue 
collection led to the 
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Palace proposes P1.227-trillion budget for 


From page Al get P145 billion, up from P141 


billion; the Department of Pul 

Works and Highways, P93.5 bil- 
lion from P79.6 billion; Depart- 
ment of National Defense, 6 
billion from P55.8 billion; De- 
partment of Interior and Local 
Government, P52.5 billion from 
P53.2 billion, and Department of 
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Disease. 


Gilli Food Roguiariy T 
Hypertension & Heart cation, health, science and tech- 
nology, including training, 
housing and salary adjust 
ments" Budget Secretary 
Rolando Andaya said. 
Under the proposed budget, 
the Department of Education will 
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DOJ to press charges vs Fr. Bossi’s kidnappers 


age they did not know what they 
were doing,” Sandalo said. 

In Bossi s case, his captors were 
poor fishermen, Sandalo said. 

"His captors were poor fisher- 
men (who were) just following 
the orders of big people and we 
don't really have (any) idea who 
the mastermind (was). It will not 
be fair" Sandalo said. 

For his part, Cabaron said: 
“Bossi could provide us with a 
clearer picture as he was in cap- 
tivity for 39 days and he alone 
could provide us with informa- 


tion on his captors.” BOSSI 


GMA urged: Let 
trees grow, keep 
Reyes in DENR 


By T] Burgoinio and Allison Lopez 


ENVIRONMENTALISTS ARE RALLYING BE- 
hind the retention of Angelo Reyes as envi- 
ronment secretary even as a group of Manila 
residents registered their opposition to the 
appointment of former Manila Mayor Lito 
Atienza as Reyes’ successor. 
The environmentalists have appealed to 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to keep Reyes at 
the department at least until the completion 
of the “Trees for Life” reforestation campaign. 
‘The Trees for Life is a joint project of the De- 
partment of Environment and Natural Resources 
and Green Army to plant 20 million seedlings 
across the country from July to December. 
According to Mike Ibafiez, Reyes is the only 
environment secretary “who has the convic- 
tion in protecting the environment.” 
Mother Earth member Sandra Hammett ap- 
pealed to the President, who she said was a 
classmate, to allow Reyes "to et his trees grow.” 


Good ideas 

Last Wednesday, the day the Trees for Life 
project was launched, the President announced 
that Reyes would be moved to the energy de- 
partment and would be replaced by Atienza, 

Replacing Reyes now would arrest the mo- 
mentum of the project, said Odette Alcantara, 
also of Mother Earth. 

Apart from being closely involved with 
green groups’ tree-planting campaigns, Reyes 
has "good ideas on mining,” and hence, 
should be allowed to stay on at his post, said 
Leonarda Camacho of the Metro Councils of 
Women Balikatan Movement. 

Women environmentalist, in a letter to the 
President, said they were concerned about 
the fate of 20 million trees that were adopted 
for planting when the project was launched. 

Alcantara said if the Trees for Life project 
should be discontinued because of Reyes’ de- 
parture, it would backfire on Ms Arroyo. 

“She's the one who will look very bad 
here,” she said. 

A group of concerned citizens of Manila, 
meanwhile, formally filed a joint opposition 
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which Bossi belongs, that the 
freed priest would not take the 
witness stand. 

"les unfortunate to hear that 
Father Boss's superior won't al- 
low him to testify” Cabaron said. 

He said PIME was bound by 
Philippine laws. 

“Bossi is an Italian priest and 
he is here in our country as a 
guest; as a guest he should sub- 
mit to the laws of his host country. 
He cannot set conditions on him- 
self Cabaron said. 

Earlier, Sandalo said Bossi was 
interested in sharing his ordeal, 


but testifying against his kidnap- 
pers was “no longer part of the 
priests mission." 

"We can do that [testify], all 
right, but as much as possible we 
want to leave this kind of case to 
the government," Sandalo said. 

Sandalo said it was the same 
stand taken by the PIME after Fr. 
Luciano Benedetti was kid- 
napped several years ago. 

He said Benedetti decided not 
to pursue the case against his cap- 
tors. 

"Because, according to Luciano, 
his captors were young and at that 
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are not too keen on the prospect 
ofhim testifying. 

Ricardo Cabaron, Western 
Mindanao state prosecutor, said 
the DOJ was saddened by the 
statement of Fr. Gianni Sandalo, 
superior of the Pontifical Institute 
for Foreign Missions (PIME) to 
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By Julie S. Alipala 
Inquirer Mindanao 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—THE DE- 
partment of Justice is bent on 
pursuing a case against the ab- 
ductors of Fr. Giancarlo Bossi. 

But it appears Bossi’s superiors 
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with the congressional Commission on Ap- 
pointments to Atienza's appointment. 

Led by lawyer Vladimir Cabigao, the Alliance. 
of Manilehos Instituting Righteousness (Amir) 
cited “doubts” about Atienza's fitness to faithfully 
execute the country's laws as a Cabinet member 
because of his record on public health and safety 
issues when he was mayor of Manila. 

The Winner Foundation environmental 
group, which used to be the caretaker of the 
Arroceros Forest Park, earlier objected to the 
appointment of Atienza, whom they dubbed 
the “butcher of Arroceros,” for cutting down 
the trees to give way to the construction of a 
building inside the park. 


Real-life castaway 


By Tarra Quismundo 


AFTER BRAVING THE OPEN SEA AND BEING 
marooned on an uninhabited island, a Filipino 
fisherman has returned to his homeland. 

"The Philippine Embassy in Koror, Palau, has re- 
ported to its home office that Jonathan Tawameo, 
a Filipino fisherman who got lost at sea during à 
storm, has been rescued and immediately repatri- 
ated to his native General Santos City. 

‘The Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) 
said Tawameo returned to his hometown on 
July 18, more than a month after he was res- 
‘cued in an island somewhere in Palau. 

Tawameo was lost for 13 days after his 14- 
foot fishing boat, which operated with a larg- 
er fishing vessel, went out to sea to fish alone. 
The fisherman said he turned back after “he 
noted signs of low pressure forming in the 
area, indicating a storm." The mother boat 
had left, however, when he came back. 

For 10 days, Tawameo drifted at sea, sur- 
viving on fish and rainwater. He made it 
through the storm and, on May 27, “navigat- 
ed his boat to a small, uninhabited island 
where he found an unoccupied hut and fish- 
ing gear,” the DFA said. In the next three days, 
he ate wild papaya and fish to survive. 

Details about the rescue were scarce, but 
the DFA said a Palau native found him on May 
30 and brought him to a village on another is- 
land some 800 kilometers away from Koror. 
From there, Palau marine authorities sent a 
patrol boat to pick him up and brought him to 
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7th Harry Potter book 


history 


ROLE PLAYING: A fan dressed like the evil 
wizard Lord Voldemort browses through the 
record-breaking newly released seventh and 
last Harry Potter volume at a bookstore in. 
Manila. 


y" said Henry Sutton, books editor for the 
Daily Mirror tabloid in Britain. 

He believes that the epilogue at the end of 
book seven means there is "no possible re- 
turn" for the Harry Potter saga, although not 
everyone agrees, 

Hours after the release of “Deathly Hal- 
lows,” Ladbrokes bookmakers cut their odds 
on an eighth Potter tale to 10/1 from 16/1, 
following a flurry of bets. 


Potter frenzy 

Some 325 million copies of the first six v 
umes have been sold worldwide, and translat- 
ed into 64 languages, 

‘The frenzy for the new Potter carried over 
to all Potters. Barnes & Noble said that be- 
sides “Deathly Hallows,” 213,000 copies of 
other Potter books 
were sold at its stores 
over the weekend. 

Collectors already 
were looking to cash 
in. 
^^ set of all seven 
Potters, six of them 
first editions and two 
signed by illustrator 
Mary GrandPre, was 
being offered on abe- 
books.com for $2,181. 
The audiobook for 
“Deathly Hallows,” 
signed by narrator Jim 
Dale, had an asking 
price of $319.80. 

The numbers 
could really soar if 
anyone tries to sell 
one of the 1,600 
hardcover copies that 
Rowling signed over 
the weekend. 

Last spring, a 
Rowling-signed. first 
edition of the first 
Potter book, "Harry 
Potter and the 
Philosopher's Stone" 
(renamed “Harry 
Potter and the Sor- 
cerer’s Stone" in the 
United States) was 
auctioned in London 
for $56,319. Reports 
fromAB Reuters, 
AFP and Inquirer 
Research 
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visitto the country. 

“This weekend, kids and adults alike are 
sitting on buses, in the park, on airplanes and 
in restaurants reading "Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows'," Holton said. 

US sales of the seventh and final book of 
fantasy series hit 8.3 million, comfortably 
] the previous Potter instalment, which 
posted sales of 6.9 million copies on the first. 
day, US publisher Scholastic announced. 

Tn Britain, Bloomsbury sold a record 2.7 
million copies in the first 24 hours, up from 2 
million for "Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 
Prince.” 

The same company also announced nearly 
400,000 copies of the English language edi- 
tion of the book were bought in Germany over 
the same period. 

Rowling, 41, is likely to see her fortune 
swell further over the coming years. She is es- 
timated to be worth $1.12 billion already, 
making her the first billionaire author. 

In the Philippines, Henry Chua, general 
manager for trade and education of Scholas- 
tic Phil. Inc., said the total umber of “Deathly 
Hallows” books up for distribution was in the 
“thousands” but that actual sales were confi- 
dential. 

‘A check of three bookstores in Metro Mani- 
la showed over 2,000 copies had been sold 
since the book's release on Saturday. National 
Bookstore in Glorietta has sold over 1,000 
copies, while Powerbooks branches in 
‘Shangri-La and Glorietta have each sold more 
than 600 copies. 

Thousands of Potter fans queued outside 
bookstores in major cities around the world 
over the weekend to get hold of the book, 
which answers the questions on every read: 
ers lips "Who dies at the end?" and in par- 
ticular, "Does Harry survive?” 


Pirated copies seized 

Tn India, police on Monday said they seized 
hundreds of pirated copies of the cover of 
“Deathly Hallows” after raiding a printing 
press, storage depot and private home in Ban 
galore. 

Intemet versions of the book also surfaced 
last week and two US newspapers ran reviews 
before its publication, but it was not enough 
to dampen enthusiasm for the last chapter of 
the boy wizard's increasingly bloody fight 
against the forces of evil 

Barnes & Noble Inc., the world’s largest 
book retailer, sold 1.8 million copies. of 
“Deathly Hallows” in the first 48 hours, while 
Borders Group Inc. sold around 1.2 million 
worldwide in a single day, both records for the 
outlets. 

A spokesperson for leading British retailer 
WH Smith said sales were "absolutely record 
breaking" and added: "We are staggered by 
the speed of the sale." 


Not the end 

“This isn't the end of Harry Potter by any 
means," said Steve Riggio, CEO of Barnes & 
Noble. "Barnes & Noble expects to sell millions 
Gf Harry Potter books over the next few years." 

Reviews of ‘Deathly Hallows” have been al- 
most universally glowing, noting the darker 
tone of book seven in which several charac- 
ters die. 

Critical reaction to the previous six Potter 
tales had been mixed. 


$4B from movies 

In addition to the books, the first five Holly- 
wood adaptations of the Harry Potter stories 
have amassed around $4 billion at the global 
box office. The final film in the franchise is 
slated for release in 2010. 

“After 608 crammed pages, it's still hard to 
believe it really is the end of the road for Har- 
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fice mate from whom he had 
bought the car, asking him if he 
had lent it to anyone. 

“I never lent it to anybody. I 
was so shocked when he told 
me that it was involved in a 
Kidnapping case. But 1 was 
more shocked when I learned 
that it was the Jonas Burgos 
case he was referring to,” Al- 
faro told reporters. 

He said he immediately 
went to the police to give a 
statement and clear his name. 

“It’s very hard. What if I'm 
suddenly shot dead? I fear not 
only for myself but also for my 
family” Alfaro said. "Thats 
why decided to come out. I al- 
so want to show the Burgos 
family that I know nothing 
about the kidnapping.” 

Alfaro said he was at home 
on April 28, the day Burgos 
was abducted, 

“1 remember that at the 
time, my wife had just come 
home from Canada because 
my mother-in-law died,” he 
said. 

Alfaro's polygraph test was 
"negative for any signs of de- 
ception,” according to an NBI 
agent who refused to be named 
for lack of authority to speak to 
the media, 

“Meaning, he's telling the 
truth,” the agent said, adding 
that the bureau would dig 
deeper into the case. 


NBI clears trader 
in Burgos kidnap 


By Tina G. Santos 


A BUSINESSMAN FROM NUE- 
VA Ecija yesterday submitted 
to a lie detector test at the Na- 
tional Bureau of Investigation 
regarding one of the vehicles 
allegedly used in the abduction 
of Jonas Burgos—and tested 
negative. 

Renato Alfaro, 50, brought 
his car—a 1998 maroon Mit- 
subishi Lancer GLXi with Plate 
No. WAM 155—to the NBI and 
said he had no idea why the ve- 
hicle was being linked to the 
abduction. 

“Contrary to its description 
in the newspapers, it's not a 
box-type,” he said, adding that 
hewas the car's third owner. 

The NBI had earlier said a 
red box-type Mitsubishi Lancer 
with Plate No. WAM 155 was 
one of the two vehicles used in 
Burgos’ abduction. 

The bureau said a check 
with the Land Transportation 
Office showed the car was reg- 
istered in Alfaro's name. 

(An informer had also said 
that the other vehicle, a ma- 
roon Toyota Altis with plate 
number XBC 881, was as- 
signed to Lt. Gen. Romeo To- 
lentino, the Army chief. To- 
lentino denied that the car had 
been used for such a purpose.) 

According to Alfaro, he re- 
ceived a call from a former of- 


CPP not confirming or 
denying if Jonas is ۸ 


would the AFP let him have his 
day in court? No, it would 
not.” 

Tolentino had told reporters 
that according to the military's 
background check, Burgos was a 
member of an NPA unit in Bula- 
can. 

Burgos, an agriculturist, had 
been training Bulacan farmers in 
organic farming. 

"Most likely, Jonas would end 
up as one of the more than 6 
desaparecidos (disappeared) am 
victims of summary execution, 
Rojas said. 

She said that Burgos had been 
missing since April 28, “but his 
military captors have not budged 
an inch, even maligning [his] and 
the CPP's name by saying that his 


disappearance was due to an in- ; 


temal party struggle.” Tonette 
Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines sees “no point” in confirm- 
ing or denying if Jonas Burgos isa 
member of its armed wing, the 
New People's Army, as earlier al- 
leged by Army chief Lt. Gen. 
Romeo Tolentino. 

Salud Rojas, public informa- 
tion bureau head of the CPP in 
Central Luzon, explained the 
noncommittal stance in a state- 
ment released yesterday. 

"This regime makes no dis- 
tinction between armed fight- 
ers and civilians, between 
combat-capable Red fighters 
and [injured fighters] in wag- 
ing its ‘dirty war,’ anyway,” Ro- 
jas said. 

She cited the CPP-NPA's lack 
of trust in the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines: “Suppose we 
confirm he is one [of us], 
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ESPERON: The military wants to 
get to the bottom of the killings 
but leftists are not cooperating 
mqumamoro with probers. 


General Esperon said the President's ap- 
peal to Congress in her State of the Nation 
Address to pass laws meting out harsh pun- 
ishment to the perpetrators of political 
killings was borne out of her desire to get the 
killers. 

"She really wants to punish the people who 
are guilty" he said. 

Esperon stressed that the AFP itself wanted 
to get to the bottom of the killings, many of 
which had been blamed on it by militant 
groups. 

He said the AFP had put up a human rights of- 
fice and conducted investigations of soldiers 
linked to the killings, except that militant groups 
had refused to take part in these inquiries. 

“Ano ba yan. Do they really believe in the ju- 
dicial process, in the rule of law, or are they 
just engaging in propaganda?” he said. 

Asked if he doubted the sincerity of mili- 
tant groups in seeking an end to the killings, 
Esperon said: "Tm not doubting it. Its already 
confirmed." 

He said he did not expect human rights 
groups like Karapatan to speak out against 
those who beheaded 10 Marines in Basilan 
early this month. 


Clash of figures 

Esperon also reiterated a constant claim of 
government officials—that Karapatan was 
padding its figures. (According to Karapatan 
records, there have been more than 800 ex- 
trajudicial killings since 2001, when Ms Ar- 
royo came to office.) 

He cited the 23 supposed members of the 
extremist Abu Sayyaf who were killed in 
‘Camp Bagong Diwa in Bicutan in March 2005 
and who, he said, were on Karapatan’s list. 

“Even five men who it said were dead but were 
actually alive are included in the list. So what kind 
‘of motives that?" he said. With reports from TJ 
Burgonio and Christine O. Avendaño 


‘Practical’ solution for ex-future nurses 


we'll meet soon and discuss it,” he 


said. 


Results next month 


some who would not do the retake,” 
he said. 
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perform simple medical tasks, mostly 
dealing with patient medication and 


RALLYING POINT: Jonas Burgos has now become 
symbol of the unabated wave of enforced disappearances. 
Brother Luis Burgos joined yet another rally last week to 


demand the release of Jonas. 


gos asked the high court to order the AFP to 
produce her son. She said the President was 
responsible for his disappearance and should 
be directed to pinpoint who among her secu- 
rity officials was behind it. 

‘Burgos also said the police should be di- 
rected to search for Jonas and his abductors. 

Her lawyer Ricardo Fernandez earlier 
told reporters that the family decided to go 
to the high court instead of the appellate 
court because the latter had purportedly 
dismissed habeas corpus cases against the 
military. 

In calling for the two-day summit on extra- 
judicial killings and forced disappearances, 
Chief Justice Puno noted that writs of habeas 
corpus had not been effective in producing 
missing persons because the cases often end- 
ed with the respondents denying that they 
were holding these persons. 


Punishment for guilty 

‘Among the recommendations produced by 
the summit was the revision of the rules on 
habeas corpus to allow more permissible pre- 
sentation of evidence and counter-evidence, 
and leeway for petitioners to ask the court for 
an order to search a specific place in the pres- 
ence of the CHR and police. 


A MN 
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quired to produce on 27 July 2007 at 10 a.m. 
the person of Jonas Joseph T. Burgos before 
the Court of Appeals and show cause why he 
should not be immediately released from de- 
tention.” 

‘The other respondents were Army chief Lt. 
Gen. Romeo Tolentino, 7th Infantry Division 
head Maj. Gen. Juanito Gomez, Intelligence 
Service of the AFP chief Maj. Gen. Delfin Ban- 
git, Escort and Security Battalion’s Lt. Col 
Noel Clement, S6th Infantry Battalion com- 
manding officer Lt. Col. Melquiades Feliciano 
and Philippine National Police Director Gen- 
eral Oscar Calderon. 


Questions of fact 

Supreme Court spokesperson Jose Midas 
Marquez yesterday said the tribunal re- 
ferred the case to the appellate court be- 
cause there were questions of fact in Edita 
Burgos’ petition that needed to be resolved 
ina trial. 

Asked about the military's statement that it 
was not holding Jonas, Marquez said that 
claim would have to be heard in court. He 
said Jonas’ mother would be at the hearing to 
present her arguments. 

“We will see what will happen, depending 
on the arguments, if that writ will be suffi- 
cient to produce the person of Jonas Burgos,” 
Marquez said. 

‘Jonas, the 37-year-old son of the late press 
freedom fighter Jose Burgos, has been miss- 
ing since April 28 after being forcibly taken by 
six en and one woman from the Ever 
Gotesco Mall in Quezon City. 

His younger brother, Jose Luis ‘IE? Burgos, 
yesterday told reporters in a phone patch in- 
terview that the family was “happy but cau- 
tious” about the writ of habeas corpus. 

“The family continues to pray that Jonas is 
well. We're happy but cautious because we 
haven't gotten hold of Jonas. Until we get 
hold of Jonas, we will always be cautious,” he 
said, adding: 

“We hope that this is the chance we've been 
waiting for” 

JL also said the family had sought help in 
finding Jonas from the military and police, 
the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) and 
the Office of the President, but that nothing 
concrete had come of t. 


‘GMA responsible’ 

He said the tribunal's order to the military 
to produce Jonas “only shows that the court 
believes that the military is involved in his ab- 
duction." 

Tn her petition filed on July 11, Edita Bur- 
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care, under the direction of a full 
nurse or a physician. 

In the Philippines, practical nurs- 
es are high school graduates who 
take a two-year vocational nursing 
course so they can work in medical 
facilities. 

Brion said the labor department 
was expecting only about 40,000 of 
the 78,000 examinees, including 
those who passed the leakage-marred 
licensure exam in June 2006, to hur- 
dle the test. 

“We're anticipating that many of 
them (flunkers) will do a retake. So 
we think that one fallback position is 
to have them licensed as practical 
nurses,” Brion told reporters. 

“This is assuming that there are 


Brion said the results of the June 
nursing licensure exam would be re- 
leased by the middle of next month. 

Out of 42,000 who took the June 
2006 licensure exam only 17,000 
passed it. 

‘The government was forced to ad- 
‘minister a retake of two parts of the 
exam after the United States’ Com- 
mission on Graduates of Foreign 
Nursing Schools said it would not ad- 
mit passers of the leakage-tainted 
June 2006 test. 

"The first batch of retakers (about 
13,000) voluntarily took last month 
"Tests IIl and V (medical-surgical nurs- 
ing and psychiatric nursing. The 
next batch will have their retake in 
December. 


he labor secretary noted that 
there remained a big demand for 
practical or vocational nurses in hos- 
pitals and clinics both in the country 
and abroad. 

Giving another type of nursing li- 
cense to flunkers is one way of help- 
ing them achieve their dreams of 
finding work abroad, Brion said. 

"This will be a sunrise opportunity 
for them because they could still prac- 
tice their course even though they 
failed the test," he sai. 

Brion said he recently broached the 
idea to Sen. Edgardo Angara, an edu- 
cator, and to officials of the Commis- 
sion on Higher Education and the 
Professional Regulation Commission. 

"They all agreed to its viability so 
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Nazareno said Smart and MTV 
‘would be taking care — More channels will 
ofthecellularnetwork be offered soon, all 
service, marketing, 
distribution, customer 
care and billing, while 
MediaQuest would be 
in charge of develop- 
ing and buying con- 
tent for the service, 
and arrangements 
with advertisers. 
MediaQuest presi- 
dent Orlando Vea said 
mobile TV was con- 
ceptualized last year 
and took months of 
research and testing, 
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The acquisition of 
360media, which was 
formalized last week, 
was the final piece of 
the puzzle. 

360media — owns 
one of only two licens- 
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40th Ministerial Meoting 
14th Regional Forum 


Manita 29 July. 2 Auguat 2007 


Expanding Regional Cooperation 


Asean will again take the initiative to broaden and deepen regional cooperation with its 
Dialogue Partners. Two important documents will be signed by the Foreign Ministers - the... 
Joint Declaration on ASEAN-Australia Comprehensive Partnership Agreement, and the — : 
ASEAN-Russia Framework Agreement for Cultural Cooperation.Two separate Plans of Action 
for ASEAN-Canada and ASEAN-European Union cooperation - will also be adopted. 


i The ASEAN Charter 


i On of the highlights of the 40th AMM will be the 2 
T submission of the First Draft of the ASEAN Charter, which 
} brings ASEAN one step closer to becoming a rules-based ۰) 
| regional organization with an international legal personality, 
j The Charter will enshrine ASEAN's principles, values and" ;j 
$ norms. It will prepare the Association to face the challenges 
i of a changing world. 

i 


H 
H 


i 


Chair of he 12th ASEAN Summit wil 
keynote the opening of the 40th ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting 
The High-Level Task Force (HLTF) on the Drafting of the ASEAN Charter, established at the 12th ASEAN 
Summit and headed by Ambassador Rosario G. Manalo of the Philippines, will submit the First Draft of 
the ASEAN Charter to the ASEAN Foreign Ministers for their consideration. The Final Draft will be ٠ 
presented for adoption to the ASEAN Leaders during the 13th ASEAN Summit in Singapore in Novembe" 


kis 


partners. 


5۲8۱111۲2 0 


Another landmark event of the 40th AMM will be the convening of the Commission for the 
Southeast Asía Nuclear Weapons Free Zone (SEANWFZ Commission). The Meeting will revi.: 
the progress in the implementation of the SEANWFZ Treaty since it entered into force in 199 
The Ministers will also adopt a Plan of Action that will strengthen the implementation of the 
Treaty, which should remain an important and relevant instrument in preserving regional peace 


and security. 3 RM ۲ 
From Confidence-building to Preventive Diplomacy 


The 14th ARF will address security concerns, such as the proliferation of weapons 
mass destruction, terrorism, pandemics, and disaster mitigation and response. 
Mechanisms to support and enhance the role of the ARF Chair in dealing with — . 
emergency and crisis situations are on the table. Concrete and practical cooperative 
activities such as live exercises in the field of disaster relief are also on the agenda’ 
These developments will strengthen the ARF's role irr promoting regional 
confidence-building and preventive diplomacy. 
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HE. Dr. Nur Hassan. 
Wirajuda 
Indonesia 


Capital Vienliahe + 
Land area : 236,800 sq.km 
Population : 6.0!milion (2005) 
Language: Lao 

Religion: Buddhism 


Capital : Jakaria 
Land area : 1,890,000 sq.km. 
Population : 220.0 milion (2005) 
Language : Bahasa Indonesia 
Religion: Islam, Christianity, 
Buddhism, Hinduism Currency: Kip | 
Currency : Rupiah 5 GDP.; US$ 3,7 billion (2908) 
GOP US$ 200.3 bilion 2005]. * 


Affairs 
AMM / 14th ARF 


Pilipino, English 
Roman Catholic, Christianity, sam 
— 
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HE. Nitya: 
Pibulsongdram. 
3 Thatand 

à 


Pos 


Capital; Ha Nol“ ; 
Land area : 3303635 9k] V. 
Population : 83.1 milion (2005), " 
Language : Vietnamese 


Capital : Bangkok 
Land area : 513254 sq im. 
Population : 64.8 milion (2005) t 
Language : Thal 


HE. Dr. Alberto G. Romuld. 
Secretary of Fore 
Chairman oí the 4 
Capital: Manila 
Land area : 300,000 sq. km. 
Population : 84.2 milion (2005) 
Language 
Reigons 


noy: Peso 
GOP : 15507 7 bilion (2005) 


Land area : 697.1 sqkm. 
Population : 44 milion (2005) 
Language - English, Malay, Mandarin, Temi 


ane arn and Sharing Community 


RP hosts 40th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting [ARI 


Post Ministerial Conferences and 14th ASEAN Regional Forum also slated at PICC 


QS its year-long chairmanship of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Philippines is proud to host the 40th ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting (AMM), the Post Ministerial Conferences (PMC), the 
14th ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and related meetings at the Philippine 
International Convention Center from July 29 to August 2, 2007. 


These meetings will build upon and advance the landmark decisions of the 
12th ASEAN Summit, the 2nd East Asia Summit and other related summits 
that were held under the Chairmanship of President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo in Cebu last January. 


The AMM is the annual regular meeting of the Foreign Ministers of ASEAN 
member-countries Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 
The 40th AMM will be held on July 30. 


The PMC's are the annual meetings between the ASEAN Foreign Ministers 
and their counterparts from the ten Dialogue Partners of ASEAN, namely, 
Australia, Canada, China, the European Union, India, Japan, the Republic 
of Korea, New Zealand, Russia and the United States of America. At the 
Manila meetings on August 1, the ASEAN Foreign Ministers will meet their 
counterparts from Australia, Canada, the European Union, New Zealand, 
Russia and the United States. The meetings with the Foreign Ministers of 
China, Japan, the Republic of Korea and India took place at the sidelines of 
the 12th ASEAN Summit in Cebu last January. 


The ARF is the only forum in the Asia-Pacific dedicated to addressing 
regional and international security issues. The 14th ARF will be held on 
August 2 and bring together the Foreign Ministers of the ten ASEAN 
countries, the Foreign Ministers of the ten Dialogue Partners and the 
Foreign Ministers of Bangladesh, the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea (DPRK), Mongolia, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea and Timor-Leste. 
The 14th ARF will welcome Sri Lanka to the forum, bringing the number of 
ARF participating countries to 27 


There will also be a meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the ASEAN Pius 
Three (APT -ASEAN plus China, Japan and the Republic of Korea), as well 
as a meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the countries participating in the 
East Asia Summit (EAS -- ASEAN plus Australia, China, India, Japan, the 
Republic of Korea and New Zealand). 


“One Caring and Sharing Community" 


abe theme of the 40th AMM/PMC/14th ARF will be “One Caring and 

Sharing Community,” the same theme of the 12th ASEAN Summit. 

This theme reflects the Philippine commitment to ensure that ASEAN will 

remain an organization that cares for all its peoples, that places them at the 

center of the region's community-building vision, that protects the 

environment and improves their quality of life, and that shares in both the 

efforts for and the benefits from greater regional integration and 

cooperation. 

"ROCA SUNT The 40th AMM will adopt measures to‏ يوس 

ga implement key decisions of the 12th 

ASEAN Summit. This includes the 

! commitments contained in the 

ASEAN Declaration on the Protection 
and Promotion of the Rights of 
Migrant Workers. ASEAN is expected 
to agree on steps that member states 

7. can take to help one another's 
nationals in conflict or crisis situations 
around the world. 
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3 sies Zi 
ASEAN Foregn Ministers at ine 
‘Summit in Cebu 


The ASEAN Foreign Ministers will also propose that August 8 be declared 


as an ASEAN Special Day in all ASEAN member countries, to mark the 
40th anniversary of the organization's founding. 


۳۳۳ HRH Prince 
i| Mohamed Bolkiah 
Brunei Darussalam 


HE. Hor Namhong 
- Cambodia 


Bandar Seri Begawan 
‘and area ` 5,765 sq.km. 1,035 sq km 
Population : 13.7 milton (2005) 
Language : Khmer 
Relgion: Buddhism 
Currency: Riel 
GDP ` USS 5.5 bilion (2005) 


| Reigan: islam 
| Gurreney : 88 (Bruneian Dolar). 
| GDP: ‘Us 6.3 bilion (2005) 
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HE. Dato’ Seri Syed 
Hamid Bin Syed 
Jaafar Albar 
Malaysia 


H.E. U Nyan Win 
Myanmar 


Capital: Kuala Lumpur 

Land area : 330,257 sqm . 
Population : 26.1 milion (2005) 
Language - Melayu, English, 


Capital: Yangon 
Land area ; 676,577 sq.km 
Population : 56.0 milion (2005) 
Language : Myanmar 


Religion : Buddhism, Chrisliañi t- 
Currency - Dong 


§ GOP : USS 528 bilion (2005) 


Religion : Buddhism, Islam 
Currency: Baht 
GDP : USS 178.6 bition (2005) 


Religion: Buddhism, Christianity, islam, 
Taoism and Hinduism 

Currency : Singapore Dollar (55) 
GDP : USS116.7 bition (2005) 


Religion : Buddhism, Christianity, Istam 
Currency - Myanmar Kyat 

GDP: US$ 5.9 bilion (2005) at current 
market prices 


| Chinese, Tamil 
Religion : Islam, Buddhism, Taoism, 
Hinduism, Christianity 
Currency: Malaysian Ringgit 
GDP : USS 130.7 bilion (2005) 


Capital : ۱۱۵۷۰۵۵۱۳ 

Land area : 3.1 million sq 
km (1.2 million sq miles) 
Population : 1.1 billion 
(UN, 2005) 

Major Languages : Hindi, 
English and at least 16 
other official languages 
Major Religions 
:Hinduism, Islam, 
Christianity, Sikhism, 
Buddhism, Jainism 
Monetary Unit - 1 Indian 
Rupee = 100 paise 

Main exports : Agricultural 
products, textile goods, 
gems and jewellery, 
software services and 
technology, engineering. 
goods, chemicals, leather 
products. 

Per Capita Income : US 
$720 (World Bank, 2006) 
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Capital : Islamabad 
Land area : 796,095 sq k 
(307,374 sq miles), 
excluding 
Pakistani-administered 
Kashmir (83,716 sq 
km/32,323 sq miles) 
Population : 161.1 million 
(UN, 2005) 

Major Languages 
English, Urdu, Punjabi, 
Sindhi, Pashto, Balochi 
Major Religion: Islam 
Monetary Unit : 1 
Pakistani Rupee = 100 
paisa 

Main exports : Textile 
products. rice, cotton, 
leather goods 

Per Capita Income : US 
$690 (World Bank, 2006) 


A Yong- 
ES او‎ 
bid Southeast Asi 


As of 2005, ASEAN 

accounts for: 

- More than 567 million 

people or nearly a tenth 

of the world's population 
4.5 million square 


"kilometers in total area 


- a combined gross 
domestic product of almost} 
USS 876 billion 
- a total trade of about 
US$ 850 billion 

a total of over 25 
billion in foreign direct 
investments 
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Ministers Attending 
40th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 
14th ASEAN R 
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ha European Union (EU) 
Efe a family of democratic 
European countries, 
éoinmitted to working 
together for peace and 
prosperity. 
The EU is, in fact, unique. 
Its member states have set 
up common institutions to 
which they delegate some 
of their sovereignty so that 
decisions on specific 
matters of joint interest can 
be made European level. 
27 countries cover a large 
part of the continent of 
Europe, with half a billion 
in population. 
In all EU countries, over 
60% of GDP is generated 
by the servive sector. (this 
includes things such as 
banking, tourism, transport 
and insurance. 


Land aréa : 122,762 sq km 
*(47.389 sq miles) 
-Population : 22.9 million (UN, 

2005) 

Major Language : Korean 

Major Religions : Mainly 

atheist or non-religious, 

traditional beliefs 

Monetary Unit : 1 won = 100 

chon’ 

Main exports : Minerals and 

metals, cement, agricultural 

products. 


مس پوس 
fiz, Condaleecz‏ 
lUngec Sues.‏ 
jot america‏ 


| LCapitài : Washington DC 


ELand area : 9.8.million sq km. 
1.3.8 million sq miles) 


| Largest City : New York City 


Population :.300 million (US 
Census Bureau éstimate: 
2006) 

Major Language < English 
Major Religion: Christianity. 
Monetary Unit 

+ US dollar = 100 cents 

+ Main exports.: Comiputers 
and electrical machinery, 
vehicles, chemical products, 
food and live animals, military 
equipment and aircraft 
Per Capita income : US 
$43,740 (World Bank, 2006) 


ippine International Convention Center (PICC) is located at the center of 
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f Capital. Beijing 
£ Land area : 9.6 million sq 
H km (3.7 million sq miles) 
Population : 1:3 billion (vie 
X UN, 2006) 
Major Language 
Mandarin Chinese 
Major Religion 
Buddhism, Christianity, 
islam, Taoism 
Monetary Unit : 1 
Renminbi (yuan) (Y) = 10 
jiao = 100 fen; 
Main exports 
Manufactured goods, 
including textiles, 
garments, electronics 
arms 
Per Capita Income : US 
51,740 (World Bank, 2006) 


Capital : Wellington 
“Largest City Auckland 
Land area : 270.534 sq km 
(104,454 sq miles) 
Population : 4.1 million 
(Stalistics New 
Zeeland, 2006) 
Major Languages : English. 
Maori 
Major Religion : Christianity 
Monetary Unit . 1 New 
Zealand dollar (SNZ) = 100. 
cents 
Main exports : Wool; food 
and dairy products, wood 
and paper products 
Per Capita Income : US 
$25,960 (World Bank, 2006) 


Capital :‏ أ 
Land area : 14,609 šq km:‏ 
sq miles)‏ 5,841( 
Population : 857,000 (UN,‏ 
)2005 
Major Languages : Teturi‏ 
and Portuguese (official),‏ 
Indonesian and English‏ 
(working languages)‏ 
Major Religion: Christianity‏ 
Monetary Unit : 1 US dollar‏ 

100 cents 

Main-exports : Coffee, 
marble, potential for oil 
exports 
Per Capita income : $750 
(World Bank, 2008) 


zm 
1 a 
LN 
EE 


apital :'Qgawa 
| krî (3:8 million sq:miles) 
Population : 32 million (UN, 
2005) 3 H 
' Major Languages : English, 
French (both official) 
Major Religion : Christianity 
Monetary Unit : 4 Canadian 
dollar 100 cents 
Main exports : Machinery 
and equipment. automotive 
products, metals and 
plastics, forestry products, 
agricultural and fishing 
products, energy products. 
Per Capita Income US 
$32,600 (World Bank. 2006) 


‘Capital : Port Moresby 


* Land area : 462,840 م5‎ Km 


1(178,704 sq miles) 

Ë Population’: 5.9 million-(UN. 
2005) 2 
Major Language : English’ 
(official), Pidgin, native. 
languages 
Major Religions 

"Christianity, indigenous: 
beliefs 
Monetary Unit : 1 kina = 
100 toea 
Main exports : Gold, 
petroleum. copper, coffee, 
palm oil, logs 
Per Capita Income : US 
$660 (World Bank, 2006) 


1 Ê Capital : Seoul 


Land area : 99,313 sq.km 
(38,345 sq miles) 
Population : 48.2 million 
(UN, 2005) 

Major Language : Korean 
Major Religions : Buddhism, 
Christianity 

Monetary Unit : won 

Main exports : Electronic 
products, machinery and 
transport equipment 

Per Capita Income : US 
$15,830 (World Bank, 2006) 


| 


People’ 
EN 


Capital’: Dhaka „ = 

and area’: 0 

j km (55,598 sq miles) 

£ Population : 152.6 million 
(UN, 2005) 6 
Major Language : Bengali 
Major Religion : Islam. 
Hinduism s Y 
Monetary Unit : 1 taka + 
100 paisa 
Main exports : Garments, 
fish, jute goods, leather 
products 
Per Capita Income : US 
$470 (World Bank, 
2006) 


, Capital : Ulan Bator 

¦ Land areà : 1:56 million sq 
km (603,909 sq miles) 
Population : 2.6 million (via 
UN, 2006) 
Major Language 
Mongolian 
Major Religion: Buddhism 
Monetary Unit : 1 Togrog 
(tugrik) = 100 rnongos 
Main exports : Copper 
concentrate, dehaired 
cashmere, textiles; hides 
Per Capita income : US 
$690 (World Bank, 2006) 


Te. Bonita. 
‘Bogollagama 
Democratic. ie $ 
[Socialist Repub 
[of Sri Lanka 


kesiji 
Capital: Colombo ] 
Land area : 65,610 sq km 
Population : 20,926,315 

„ million 
Major Languages : Sinhala 
Major Religions: Buddhist 
Monetary Unit : Sri-Lanka 
rupee 
Main exports : textiles-and* 
apparel, tea and spices; 
diamonds, emeralds, rubies; 
‘coconut products, rubber 
manufactures, fish 
Per Capita Income : $4,700 
(2006 est.) 


The Phil 


the sprawling Cultural Center of the Philippines (CCP) Complex in Pasay City, Metro Manila. 
It remains the pre-eminent convention facility in the Philippines . Inagurated on 5 September 
1976, the PICC stands as Asia 's first international convention center and was first used in the” |. 


مه 


ASEAN NOC on the 40th AMM/PMC/14th ARF 
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hosting of the 1976 IMF-WB Meeting. It plays host to various local and international n 


conventions, meetings, fairs and social events. 


THE FORUM -Adjacent to the Plenary and Reception Halls, this novel venue that is 
air-conditioned bubble of sturdy PVC-engineered fabric encloses approximately 4,292 
square meters. It is capable of housing more than 200 exhibit booths or 5,000 persons 
in a theater-style seating arrangment. This multi-functional facility is perfect for 
exhibitions, social functions and corporate events. The Forum will house the 


www.4damm.org.ph 
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International Media Center during the 40th AMM & 14th ARF. 
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Capital : Canberra 
i Land area : 7.7 million'sq 
;km (2.9 million sq miles) 
‘opulation : 20.6 million 
li (official estimate, 2006) 
|i Major Language : English 
; Major Reli 
| Christianity 
|| Monetary Unit : 1 
| Australian dollar = 100 
{cents 
{Main exports : Ores and 
|| metals; wool, food and 
| ive animals; fuels, 
| transport machinery and 
|l equipment 
Per Capita Income : US 
$32,220 (World Bank, 
} 2006) 


Capital : Tokyo 

{and area : 377,864'sq km 
1(145,894 sq miles) 
population : 127.7 million 
(via UN, 2006) 

Major Language : Japanese 
l| Major Religions : 
jShintoism, Buddhism 
{Monetary Unit : yen 

(Main exports : Vehicles, 
lidoihpuler parts, chemicals; 
(scientific instruments and. 
watches 

Per Capita income : US 
538,980 (World Bank, 2006) 


||Land area : 17 million sq km 
(6.6 million sq miles) 
Population : 143.8 million 
Gia UN, 2008) 
IMajor Language : Russian 
{Major Religions 
; |l'onristianity, Islam 
Š Monetary Unit : 1 rouble.= 
1100 kopecks 
main exports : Oil dnd oil 
i products, natural gas, wood 
jand wood products, metals, 
chemicals, weapons and 
Í military equipment 
jer Capita income : US 
|| $4,460 (World Bank, 2006) 
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Computer University 
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j New Delhi 
زپ‎ Land area : 3.1 million sq 

Í km (1.2 million sq miles) 
Population : 1.3۳0 
(UN. 2005) 

Major Languagés : Hindi, 
English and at least 6 
other official languages. 
Major Religions 
‘Hinduism, Islam, 
Christianity, Sikhism, 
Buddhism, Jainism 
Monetary Unit : 1 Indian 
Rupee = 100 paise li 
Main exports : Agricultural 
products, textile goods, 
gems and jewellery, 
software services and 
technology, engineering 
goods, chemicals, leather 
products. 

Per Capita Income : US 
$720 (World Bank, 2006) 


À 
1 [Capital : 


1 TETN E Khurshid | 
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islamic 

d Republic of 

Pakistan 
prone 


; Capital : Islamabad 
` i Land area : 796,095 sq kml 

(307,374 sq miles), 
excluding 
Pakistani-administered 
Kashmir (83.716 sq 
km/32,323 sq miles) 
Population :461.1 million 
(UN, 2005) 
Major Languages : 
English, Urdu, Punjabi, 
Sindhi, Pashto, Balochi 
Major Religion: Islam 
Monetary Unit : 1 
Pakistani Rupee * 100 
paisa 
Main exports : Textile 
products. rice, cotton, 
leather goods 
Per Capita Income : US 
$690 (World Bank, 2006) 


] E. | association of 
| LASS "Odette Asan 


As of 2005, ASEAN 
accounts for: 

< -More than 567 million 
people or nearly à tenth 
of the world's population 
- 4.5 million square 
kilometers in tolal area 
- a'Combined gross 
domestic product of almost 
US$ 876 billion 
- a total trade of about 
USS 850 billion 
- a total of over 5 
billion in foreign direct 
„investments 
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THE, savior 
Solana 
Europea 
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The European Union (EU) 
Lisa family of democratic 
{European countnes, 

t committed to working 
together for peace and i 
prosperity. : 
‘The EU is, in fact, unique: 
Its. member states have set. 
up common institutions to 
which they delegate some 
of their sovereignty so that 

; decisions on specific 
matters of joint interest can 
be made European level. 
27 countries cover a large 
part of the continent of 
Europe, with half a billion 
in population. 

In all EU countries, over 

6096 of GDP is generated 

by the servive sector. (this 

includes things such as 
banking, tourism, transport 
and insurance. 
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VERE OI 
[Gapifal : Pyongyang 
Frand area : 122,762 sq km 


1 147,399 sq miles) 


-Population : 22.9 million (UN, 
2005) 

‘Major Language : Korean 
Major Religions : Mainly 
atheist or non-religious, 
traditional beliefs 

Monetary Unit : 1 won = 100 
chon 

Main exports : Minerals and 
metals, cement, agricultural 
products 
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Uned Siates 
of America. 


1 


EGapital: Washingtê'ê ` 
[iang area: 9 ما2‎ sq ker 
(3.8 milion sq miles) 


Largest City : New York City 


1 | Population :.300 million (US. 


Census Bureau estimate;‏ أ 
)2006 
Major Language + English‏ 
Major Religion: Christianity’‏ 
Monetary Unit‏ 

1 US-dollar = 100 cents 

1 Main exports.: Comiputers 
and electrical machinery, 
vehicles, chemical products, 


food and five animals, military 


equipment and aircraft 
Per Capita income : US 
$43,740 (World Bank, 2006) 


'C) is located at the center of 


0 
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f: Capital : Beijing-, |, 
fi Land area : 9.6 milina 
F km (3.7 million sq miles) 
| Population : 1:3 billion (via 
UN, 2006) 
$ Major Language 
Mandarin Chinese 
“Major Religion 
Buddhism, Christianity, 
Islam, Taoism 
Monetary Unit : 1 
Renminbi (yuan) (Y) = 10 
jiao = 100 fen; 
Main exports 
Manufactured goods, 
including textiles, 
garments, electronics, 
ams 
Per Capita Income : US 
$1,740 (World Bank, 2006) 
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Capital.: Wellington 
ULargest Cily Auckland 
Land area : 270,534 sq km 
(104,454 sq miles) 
Population : 4.1 million 
(Statistios New 
Zealand 2006) 
Major Languages : English, 
Maori 


Major Religion : Christianity | 


Monetary Unit : 1 New 
Zealand dollar (SNZ) = 100: 
cents 

Main exports : Wool, food 
and dairy products, wood 
and paper products 

Per Capita Income : US 
$25,960 (World Bank. 2006) 


ون 

| 5s | 
Capital : Dili 
Land area : 14,609 $q km 

f (5,841 sq miles) 
Population : 857,000 (UN; 
2005) 

„ Major Languages : Teturii 
and Portuguese (official); 
Indonesian and English 
(working languages) 

Major Religion: Christianity 
Monetary Unit : 1 US dollar 
= 100 cents 

Main-exports : Coffee, 
marble, potential for oil 
exports 

Per Capita Income : 0 
(World Bank, 2008) — ^ 


zi 


| 'kmi-(3:8 million sq/miles) 
f'Populátion : 32 million (UN, 
2005) 


À Major Languages : English, 


French (both official) 

Major Religión : Christianity 
Monetary Unit : 1 Canadian 
dollar = 100 cents E 
Main exports : Machinery 
and equipment, automotive. 
products, metals and 
plastics, forestry products, 
agricultural and fishing 
products, energy products 
Per Capita Income : US 
$32,600 (World Bank, 2006) 
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fort Moresby 


(178,704 sq miles) 1 
Population : 5.9 million-(UN 
2005) 0 
Major Language : English’ 4 
(Official), Pidgin, native — 
languages 3 

; Major Religions 
Christianity, Indigenous 
beliefs 
Monetary Unit 
100 toea 
Main exports : Gold, 
petroleum, copper, coffee, 
palm oil, logs 
Per Capita Income : US 
$660 (World Bank, 2006) 


1 kini 


Capital : Seoul 

Land ared : 99,313.54 km 
(38,345 sq miles) 
Population : 48.2 million 
(UN, 2005) 

Major Language : Korean 
‘Major Religions : Buddhism, 
Christianity 1 
Monetary Unit : won 

Main exports : Electronic. 
products, machinery and 
transport equipment 

Per Capita Income : US 
$15,830 (World Bank, 2006) 


i 
| ‘Capital > 
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PLánd area’: 143,998’sq 
| [-km.(56,598 sq miles) 
1 i Population : 152.6imillion: ; 
(UN, 2005) >,» 
| Major Language : Bengali 
| Major Religion : Islam, 
Hinduism y 
; Monetary Unit : 1 taka 
100 paisa 
Main exports : Garments, 
fish, jute goods, leather 
products 
"Per Capita Income : US 
$470 (World Bank, 
2006) 


Í Capital Ulan Batt -3 

(Land area: 1.56 million sq 
km (603,909 sq milles) 

Population : 2:6 million (via. 
UN, 2006) NS 

1 Major Language 
Mongolian 
Major Religion: Buddhism 
Monetary Unit : 1 Togtog 
(tugrik) = 100 mongos 
Main exports : Copper 
concentrate, dehaired 
cashmere, textiles; hides 
Per Capita Income : US 
$690 (World Bank, 2006) 
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Population : 20,926,315 
million 
Major Languages :'Sinhala 
i Major Religions: Buddhist 
j Monetary Unit : Sri Lanka 
rupee B 
Main exports : textiles and ^ 
apparel, tea and spices; 
diamonds, emeralds, rubles; 
coconut products, rubber 
manufactures, fish 
Per Capita Income : $4,700 
(2006 est.) : 
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The Philippine International Convention Center (PIC: 


the sprawling Cultural Center of the Philippines (CCP) Complex in Pasay City, Metro Manila. 
It remains the pre-eminent convention facility in the Philippines . Inagurated on 5 September jj! 
1976, the PICC stands as Asia 's first international convention center and was first used in thé”. 
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hosting of the 1976 IMF-WB, Meeting. It plays host to various local and international 


conventions, meetings, fairs and social events. 


THE FORUM -Adjacent to the Plenary and Reception Halls, this novel venue that is 
air-conditioned bubble of sturdy PVC-engineered fabric encloses approximately 4,292 < 
square meters. It is capable of housing more than 200 exhibit booths or 5,000 persons 
in a theater-style seating arrangment. This multi-functional facility is perfect for 


exhibitions, social functions and corporate events. The Forum will house the 
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ILand-area,: 377,8645 ١ 


]Capltar : Canberra. 
|Land.aréa : 7.7 milon” sq 
iki (2.9 million sq miles) 
|; Population : 20.6 million 
| (official estimate, 2006) 
Major Language : English 
{Major Religion 

| Christianity 

|: Monetary Unit : 1 

|i Australian dollar = 100 
cents 

| Main exports : Ores and 
|j metals; wool, food and 

| live animals; fuels, 

|| transport machinery and 
equipment 

Per Capita Income : US 
$32,220 (World Bank, 

2006) 
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‘iGapital : Tokyo 


H¢i45,894'sq miles) 
pulation : 127.7 million 

ja UN, 2006) i 
quier Language : Japanese 
| Major Religions 
iShintoism, Buddhism 

| Monetary Unit : yen 
littain exports : Vehicles, 
lGofhputer parts, chemicals, 
sdientific instruments and, 
watches 

ier Capita income : US 
{598,980 (World Bank, 2006) 
H 
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Russian 
Federation 


Population : 143.8 million 
lola UN, 2006) 

{Major Language : Russian 
{Major Religions: 
(Christianity, Islam 
Monetary Unit : 1 rouble 
100 kopecks 

Main exports : Oil and oil 
products, natural gas, wood 
j| and wood products, metals, 
| chemicals, weapons and 

| military equipment 

j| Per Capita income : US 

| $4,480 (World Bank, 2006) 
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The European Union (EU: 
is a family of democratic 
European counties. 
committed to working 
together for peace and 
prosperity 
The EU is, n fact, unique 
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Capital : Beijing 

Land area 9.6 million sq 

km (3.7 million sq miles) 

Population :.3 billion (via 

UN. 2008) 

Major Language 

Mandarin Chinese 

Major Religion 

Buddhism. Christianity, 

Islam Taoism 

Monetary Unit 

Renminbi (yuan 
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Main exports. 

Manufactured good 
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Capital : Ottawa. 

Land area - + ۶ million sq 
km (3.8 million sq.miles) 
Population 32 million (UN 
2005) 
Major Languages : English, 
French (both official) 
Major Religion : Chnstianity 
Monetary Unit- Canadian 
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Main exports : Mac . ery 
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‘Capital : Dhaka 


Land area : 143.998 sq 
km (55,598 sq miles) 
Population : 152.6.million 
(UN. 2005) 

Major Language : Bengali 
Major Religion : Islam. 
Hinduism 
Monetary Unit 
100 paisa 
Main exports : Garments, 
fish, jute goods, leather 
products 

Per Capita Income : US 
$470 (World Bank, 
2008) 
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Capital : Ulan Bator 
Land area : 1:56 million sq 
km (603,909 sq miles) 
Population 2.6 millior 

UN, 2006) 

Major Language 
Mongolian 

Major Religion: Buddhism. 
Monetary Unit : 1 Togrog 
{tugrikı = 100 mongos 
Main exports : Copper 
concentrate dehaired 
cashmere, textiles, hides 
Per Capita Income . US 
690 (World Bank. 2006) 
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Capital : Colombo 
Land area : 65,610 sq km 
Population : 20,926,315 
million 

Major Languages : Sinhala 
Major Religions: Buddhist 
Monetary Unit Sri Lanka 
rupee 

Main exports : textiles and 
apparel, tea and spices 
diamonds emeralds. rubies: 
coconut products, rubber 
manufactures fish 

Per Capita Income . $4,700 
(2006 est. 
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Hand area : 7.7 million sq 
km (2.9 million sq miles) 
; Population : 20.6 million 
| (official estimate, 2006) 
Major Language : English 
! Major Religion 
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|| Main exports : Ores and 

|| metals; wool, food and 

|| ive animals: fuels, 
transport machinery and 
equipment 
Per Capita Income US 
$32,220 (World Bank, 
2006) 
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Capital : Tokyo 
{tand area : 377,864 sq km 
{45,894 sq miles) 
Population : 127.7 million 
[via UN, 2006) 
"Major Language : Japanese 
Major Religions 
,Shintoism, Buddhism 
‘Monetary Unit : yen 
Main exports . Vehicles 
doinputer parts, chemicals, 
scientific instruments and 
watches 
Per Capita income : US 
$38,880 (World Bank, 2008) 
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Capital.: Moscow 

liLand area : 17 million sq km 

]1)6 6 million sq mites) 
Population : 143.8 million 

ttia UN, 2006) 

}iMajor Language : Russian 

; Major Religions 

Í Christianity, Islam 

jMonetary Unit : 1 rouble 

400 kopecks 

| Main exports : Oil and oil 

| products, natural gas, wood 

[and wood products. metals 

chemicals, weapons and 

i military equipment 

{Per Capita Income : US 
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The Philippine International Convention Center (PICC) is cated at the is. v, 
the sprawling Cultural Center of the Philippines (CCP) Complex in Pasay City. Metro Manila. 

It remains the pre-eminent convention facility in the Philippines Inagurated on 5 September 
1976, the PICC stands as Asia ~ first international convention center and was first used in the 
hosting of the 1976 IMF-WB Mee 1¢ Itplayst lio ane and internatic 
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THE FORUM -Adjacent to the Plenary anu Reveplicii Hal: this novel venue that is 
air-conditioned bubble of sturdy PVC-engineered fabric nc! ses approximately 4,292 
‘square meters. It is capable of housing more than 200 exhibit booths or 5,000 persons 
ina theater-style seating arrangment This multi-functional facility is perfect for 
exhibitions, social functions and corporate events The Forum will house the 
International Media Genter during the 40th AMM & 14th ARF. 
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also believe that after the President has an- 
alyzed the repercussions of her action, she 
would withdraw those four little words. Imag- 
ine what disaster those four little words will 
foiston the nation's capital. It's as bad as chem- 
ical or biological warfare. 

I was taken next to the proposed site of 

the housing project. We had to go via a 
roundabout way because the president of 
the union had posted guards at the entrance 
and would not let anybody through, includ- 
ing government employees taking care of 
the watershed. Imagine, a group preventing 
the government from going to land that it 
owns. 
‘The site is thickly forested. Young trees 
grow among blackened fallen tree trunks. 
‘This indicates, said our forest escort, that the 
area was burned for kaingin. Some trees had 
their trunks girdled (the bark around a part 
ofthe trunk was removed) to kill them, With- 
out the bark, nutrients from the soil cannot 
go up the tree to the branches and leaves. 
Without nutrients, the tree dies. Squatters 
then have an excuse to cut the tree. 

Foresters said that large parts of the for- 
est used to be burned every summer by 
squatters. These squatters were so vicious 
that they beheaded a forest guard and gang- 
raped his wife. Four of the five rapists are 
now undergoing trial for murder and rape. 
‘One is still at large. 

Many of the squatters have been relocat- 
ed, but some remain, preferring a hide-and- 
seek existence in the forest than a well-built 
home on a relocation site. 

‘What saved La Mesa? The Eco Park and the 
Bantay Kalikasan set up by Gina Lopez of 
ABS-CBN and some donors. The Eco Park is ^ 
now a beautiful, thickly forested area with a 
salt water swimming pool (25 sacks of salt are 
poured into the pool every month), picnic ar- 
‘eas, pavilions, fitness trails, museums, a boat- 
ing river, beautiful and clean bathrooms. 
‘Thank God for Gina and Bantay Kalikasan. 


first and constituted the more heroic act. 

We have never had problems dying for free- 
dom and democracy, we have always had prob- 
lems living for them. We have never had prob- 
Jems risking life and limb to end tyrannies: we 
did that against Marcos, and we did that 
against Erap (why we don't do so against GMA 
Til never know, but that is quite another story). 
But we have always had problems using life 
and limb to build a better society. At the end of 
every Edsa, we go back to the way we were, 
oblivious to wrongdoing, inappreciative of 
right-doing, and bestir ourselves only when 
things have gotten so bad we are forced like 
Death March prisoners to move. We have no 
problem rising to heights of glory for brief 
fleeting moments, we have a problem prevent- 
ing ourselves from falling to depths of medi- 
ocrity for an eternity afterward. 

We do not lack, too, for examples of people 
who lived for freedom and democracy and not 
just died for them. We have Francisco Gudani 
‘and Alexander Balutan who defied an illegal 
and immoral order for public officials not to 
speak out against their commander in chief 
and went on to testify about GMA's fake victo- 
ry. We have Zosimo Paredes who resigned his 
post as head of the VFA monitoring committee 
in disgust over the government-engineered 
springing of Daniel Smith from jail. We have 
the officials of UST's nursing department and 
others who tried to void the results of the nurs- 
ing exams last year for being tainted, whose 
foresight would later be borne out by the US 
authorities’ refusal to give visas to those who 
were passed bythe PRC. ' 

These were moral acts, these were coura- 
geous acts—two ways of saying the same 
thing. Even more courageous than physical 
bravery is moral fortitude, even if the first im- بي‎ 
presses and the second is barely seen. M 

have one last thing to add to the teaching of “4 
heroism to the kids. That is for us to change the * 
ending of "Lupang Hinirang.” It's time we 
stopped saying, "Ang mamatay ng dahil sa iyo,” 
and said instead, "Ang mabuhay ng para sa iy 


Neal H. Cruz 


‘would prevent water pollution. What “technolo- 
gy? No technology has been invented yet that 
would prevent gravity from pulling water from 
the highest point to the lowest point, carrying 
with it all the pollutants that it gathers. There is 
no “technology” yet that would prevent the 
forces of nature from doing what God makes 
them do. Man is no match to nature. 

To prevent mass poisoning, the housing pro- 
ject can be relocated somewhere else, and the 
MWSS is offering them a site for that. Thus, the 
descendants of the MWSS employees will still 
have their houses but Metro Manilans will not 
be poisoned. 

But the land that the congressman and his 
contractor friend covet is right beside the heart 
of the commercial district of Novaliches. Thus, 
the land for which they will pay P5 (that's five 
pesos, lima, cinco) per square meter, is worth 
tens and hundreds of thousands of pesos per sq 
m. The area is 58 hectares, or 580,000 sq m. 
That's like winning in the lotto 10 times over. 
And all the congressman did was to convince a 
gullible GMA to insert four little words—‘sub- 
ject to private rights"—in her proclamation 
making La Mesa a “protected watershed.” 

This is contradictory. How can you protect a 
watershed if it is “subject to private rights"? I do 
not believe speculations that the congressman 
offered GMA something she could not refuse, 
such as a piece of the action. Her family is rich 
enough; it doesn't need anymore. What I believe 
is that our President (she is the President of all 
Filipinos, not only of the congressman and his 
clients) did not have the time and opportunity to 
analyze fully what was asked of her to do. I think 
glib tongues misled a gullible President. 


Heroes 


THERE'S 
THE RuB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


teacher who was shot to death for refusing to 
give up a ballot box, Guerrero tried to stop a 
group of NBI agents from roughing up a jeep- 
ney driver but got roughed up by them himself, 
and De Los Reyes was the cop who blew the 
whistle on fellow cops for summarily execut- 
ing the Kuratong Baleleng suspects. Small 
lives, big acts. Everyday choices, heroic deeds. 

We do not lack for the same examples today. 
Musa Dimasidsing easily comes to mind. We 
keep harping on the terroris: proclivities of Mo- 
ros, notably in the form of the Abu Sayyaf, why 
don't we harp on their heroic capacities in the 
form of Dimasidsing? Dimasidsing was the elec- 
tion supervisor of Maguindanao who was 
gunned down for exposing Lintang Bedols 
machinations and for refusing afterward to sign 
a document certifying the integrity of the votes 
there. He was a devout Muslim whose first love 
was teaching, and who ended up teaching this 
country an epic lesson in honesty. 

My second suggestion is closely allied to the 
first. That is that heroism does not always have 
to end in death, it can always end in life. Even 
if, as these times guarantee, that is a life with- 
‘out appreciation or reward. Peace of mind and 
the knowledge of having done right by others 
are enough appreciation and reward. 

I remember in this wise a question I got 
asked in a forum, which was how we might 
teach the kids love of freedom and democracy 
so that they would be willing to die for them. 1 
said I myself did not measure love of freedom 
and democracy by anyone's willingness to die 
for them, I measured it simply by one's willing- 
ness to live for them. I said that for us Filipinos 
the second has always been harder than the 
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LAST SUNDAY, I WENT TO THE LA MESA 
watershed to look at the proposed site of the 
housing project that some people, using a 
union of the Metropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage System (MWSS) as front, want to 
construct inside the watershed, the source of 
water of 14 million residents of Metro Manila 
and environs. 

First, I was shown a relief map of La Mesa 
that indicated where the housing project would 
be. The site is at the highest portion of the wa- 
tershed. Its front is Quirino Avenue in Novalich- 
es. tits back, the land slopes down to the reser- 
voir. Below the reservoir is the Eco Park and be- 
side it the executive housing project. 

‘One look at the map and it becomes clear 
why Metro Manilans adamantly oppose the lo- 
cation of the housing project there, and why 
the Bicolano congressman i$ as adamantly 
pulling strings with Malacafizhg to secure the 
site for a handful of Quezon City residents, not 
Bicolanos whom he represents. And it also be- 
comes clear why President Macapagal-Arroyo 
made a big mistake in inserting the words 
“subject to private rights" in the proclamation 
making La Mesa a “protected watershed.” 

Being at the highest part of the land, rainwa- 
ter will flow and seep down from the homes to 
the reservoir below. The toilets of the homes in 
the S&-hectare slice of the watershed will be 
connected to individual septic tanks under the 
ground. Waste water from thd kitchens, bath- 
rooms, laundries, gardens and the downspouts 
will flow on the surface to streams, creeks and 
rivers to the reservoir. Thus, all he polluted wa- 
ter from the homes will flow, of the surface and 
underground, to the reservoir where the water 
Metro Manilans drink and use tb wash and cook 
their food come from. I ask you: Would you like 
to drink water coming from the tollets of this 
congressman and his clients? | 

Besides, all the harmful chemicals pesti 
cides, fertilizers, battery acids, ec.—as well as 
poop and urine of pets in the| gardens will be 
washed by rainwater down to the reservoir. The 
congressman talks about “téchnology” that 
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HOW TO PRODUCE HEROES? NOT EASY, 
says Hands On Manila, which has embarked 
on that very quest, specifically with its pro- 
gram, “Galing Mo, Kid,” meant to inspire hero- 
ism among the kids. “Heroism can't be taught 
from textbooks. But surrounding the children 
with the right role models T just do the 
wick.” 

wish them all the luck in the world. Theirs 
is a heroic quest, especially in these dark days 
when role models of heroes aie as plentiful as 
honest folk in Sodom. But perhaps that is not 
entirely a loss, as one can always teach hero- 
ism by trotting out negative} examples. You 
show the kids what constitutes villainy, you 
can always show them what constitutes decen- 
cy. You show the kids what plunges the country 
into darkness, you can always show them the 
path tolight. 

I did say anly a couple of webks ago that you 
can always respond to the students’ demand to 
be shown the way of the dragoj, the way of the 
samurai, or the way of Pedro Panduko by show- 
ing them the way of Miguel Zubiri. With the 
tagline, "Huwag Tularan.” What applies to him, 
of course, applies tenfold to his boss, the one 
who just tried to apprise us of aur state. Look at 
Zubiri and you will learn the difference be- 
tween heroism and villainy; ldok at GMA and 
you will learn the meaning of héaven and hell. 

Heroism isn't easly taught, bit I have a couple 
of suggestions to add to the pedagogy. The first is 
something Ive said in graduatign talks over the 
years, which is thatthe reason Heroism seems so 
Scarce isn't that it isn't happening but that we do 
not have theieyes to see it. The as told 
the Brent clhss more than a decade ago, is to 
think the heroic choice is alwaysia grand one or a 
political one. The path to heroism does not lie in 
politics, nor is it always dorted with huge signs 
that say “Act now, or forever be immobile.” It lies 
in everyday life, and is posed by the small and or- 
inary choices we make on the fly. 

My examples at the time included Filomena 
‘Tatlonghari, Stephen Guerrero and Eduardo 
de los Reyes. Tatlonghari wasia public school 
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HAT WAS A PHRASE POPULARIZED BY FORMER 

| President Fidel V Ramos. And he used it in refer- 

ence to President Macapagal-Arroyo, whose 2007 

State of the Nation Address he crankily described as "OK 

lang. Not enough." As Isa Lorenzo put it, in a commentary 

for the Philippine Center for Investigative Journalism, 

"Indeed, many found the President's guarantees, which 

included more infrastructure pro- 

EDITORIAL jects, P150 billion to improve educa- 

tion, and appeals to Congress to pass 

legislation protecting witnesses to extrajudicial killings 
and cheaper medicines, lacking." 

A bad habit acquired by media during the Marcos years 
js to count the number of times a presidential address is 
interrupted by applause. She received bonus standing 
ovations both years, but this year, the stamping and 
cheering came at the end, and not midway, through her 
speech. Last year, we know, the President's State of the 
Nation Address was interrupted 160 times, and this year, 
106 times. Despite the gratuitous name-dropping, so 
promiscuous that one uncharitable commentator called it 
a social climber's Sona, even the enthusiasm of the Presi- 
dent's allies seems to be waning, waning. 

Public affection is a fickle thing even in the best of 
times. The President hasn't enjoyed it for years. But she 
has been much better at keeping the affections of the peo- 
ple that matter to her politically: the military, local offi- 
cials and members of the House of Representatives. How- 
ever, even ifa president possesses a colossal ambition, the 
reality is that every president's political lifetime is finite. 
Sooner or later, the thoughts of military and civilian offi- 
cials alike will start lingering on a president's potential 
successors. In other words, eventually, any president runs 
the risk of being a lame duck. 

Last year, in her Sona, Ms Arroyo began the countdown 
to the end of her term, a countdown that, she implied in 
this year’s Sona, is still on track. Much of the support for 
her stay in power after all has been premised on her step- 
ping down at the end of her term in 2010. Haven't we of- 
ten heard supporters of the President insist that the mo- 
ment she betrays signs of wanting to extend her term, 
they will instantly oppose it? And yet yesterday, people 
had to wonder if the President isn’t mulling over precisely 
that. 

Tt was obvious from the President’s address—her end- 
less catalogue of pork barrel projects, her dangling pa- 
tronage to both sides of the aisle, her pointed reminder to 
every member of Congress that she, not Congress, really 
holds the key to the national treasury—that she fears be- 
ing considered a lame duck. She went that extra mile to 
try to prove she’s not only still relevant but absolutely es- 
sential—even to her potential successors’ ambitions. Her 
halting and, at times, unsure delivery hinted at the pro- 
found unease, the sense of insecurity, she feels in this re- 
gard. 

She was applauded, most enthusiastically, twice. First, 
when she said she'd "rather be right than popular"; and 
then when she said, “From where I sit, I can tell you, a 
president is always as strong as she wants to be.” The 
hearty applause was for her pointing out what we tradi- 
tionally expect our presidents to be: genuine leaders 
armed with an authentic vision for change, unafraid to 
use their vast powers for the public good. Applause for an 
ideal quite divorced from reality. 

For what is the reality of the Arroyo presidency? The 
President thinks power flows out of both the barrel of a 
gun and the national coffers: authority enforced by a 
commander in chief of an AFP that is ordered around like 
a private army, and by means of doles from someone who 
considers herself the chief disbursing officer instead of 
the chief executive. She is a leader for whom right is al- 
ways exchangeable for popularity—maybe not with the 
public, but at least with the powers-that-be. 

All these seven years under her watch, Ms Arroyo has 
preferred to buy loyalty rather than inspire devotion to 
doing the right things. Her most recent Cabinet appoint- 
ments have, on the whole, been in the nature of political 
rewards than statesmanlike appointments. Add to that 
her passing the buck on handling political killings to 
Congress, instead of issuing firm and uncompromising 
orders to the AFP—and that is how Ms Arroyo has to be 
judged as a leader. 
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Children's medicines 


THE FIRST BILL FILED IN THE NEW CONGRESS WAS THE 
proposed Cheap Medicines Act. More accurately, the bill was 
e-fled since it had been proposed in the last Congress but 
didn't make it as a law. The bill went through rough sailing, 
facing tough opposltion from multinational drug compa- 
nies. 

Among those lobbying heavily for passage of the bill are 
advocacy organiza- 
tions working with 
the elderly. They've 
rightly pointed out 
that the country's ex- 
pensive medicines 
have been a terrible 
burden especially for 
the elderly, and the 
families that have to 
foot their medical bills. Because the elderly are more vulner- 
able to chronic ailments, they have much greater dependen- 
cy on medicines, many of which have to be taken on a daily 
basis. Even with the 20-percent discount offered to senior 
citizens, the monthly bills for medicines easily run into the 
thousands, wiping out their savings. The elderly are literally 
held hostage by the drug industry with a grim message: pay, 
up, or suffer. 


Pinoy 
Kasi 


How costly is costly? 

But sometimes we forget that there's another large seg- 
ment of the population thats also held for ransom: the chil- 
dren. About 100,000 Filipino children die each year, many 
from diseases that are preventable and curable. 

Lets tackle the preventable deaths first. Vaccines play a 
key role in preventing many of these deaths. Fortunately, the. 
government does provide free BCG (for tuberculosis), DPT 

iphtheria, pertussis or whooping cough and tetanus), OPV 
(oral polio vaccine) and hepatitis B vaccines, Additional vac- 
cines for flu, chickenpox, MMR (measles, mumps and rubel- 
la) have to be paid for with private physicians, and these can 
run into several thousand pesos. As far as I know, they're not 
reimbursable with PhilHealth or with private health mainte- 
nance organizations. 

There are many other diseases that are not preventable 
through vaccines. The leading cause of illness and death 
among children are acute respiratory infections, Children 
are also especially at risk for gastrointestinal infections that 
can cause life-threatening diarrheas. 

Aldrin Santiago, a pharmacist friend of mine, and his wife, 
a pediatrician, helped me to look at some of the costs of 
treating infectious diseases. The most common antibiotic 
used for respiratory tract infections is amoxicillin, More or 
less, for a seven-day treatment course, you would need two 
G0-mi bottles of the 125 mg/5 ml suspension, for a total cost 
of about P140 if you buy Amoxil, one of the br. xd name 
products. 

In cases where there is resistance to amoxicillin, doctors 
might prescribe cefaclor, which is more expensive, A 60-ml 
bottle of the branded preparation Ceclor costs P274 while a 
100-ml bottle is P466. For upper-class Filipinos, that may not 
seem a lot, but for most Filipinos, that wipes out more than a 
day's wages, if they are fortunate to even have a job in the 
first place 

Children also have their share of chronic ailments, asthma 
being the most common. A 60-ml bottle of Ventolin (salbuta- 
mol) costs P108, good for about four days. That's P25 a day. 
Consider yourself lucky if your child responds to the ora] 
dose. Others have to use rotahalers, with one cap costing 
P80. 

Even multi-vitamins can set back a family’s budget. A 
250-ml bottle of Enervon-C syrup costs P165. That's about 
50 daily doses, each of which would be about P3. The poor 
will probably buy the smaller 60-ml bottle for P52, which 
works out to P4.30 for a child's daily dose, about the price 
of a pack of instant noodles that poor families use as a 
meal. 

‘And if they find their child isn’t gaining weight despite a 
voracious appetite, they'll probably think of intestinal para- 
sites. But a single dose of albendazole suspension, sold un- 
der the brand name Zentel, is P47. 

Cutting costs 

Ifyou work out unit costs, children's medicines are always 
more expensive than those for adults. This is because the 
medicines come as drops for infants and suspensions or 
syrups for older children. For example, a 15-ml bottle of Bio- 
gesic Drops costs P50. The bottle contains 1500 mg of parac- 
etamol. This is equivalent to three Biogesic adult tablets, 
which cost P8.25! 

My pharmacist friends say you can buy the adult prepara- 
tions and then mix your own suspensions but there are prob- 
lems here about making sure the ingredients are evenly 
mixed and giving the right dose to the patient. 

A safer cost-cutting measure isto look for generic prepara- 
tions, but the range of generic alternatives for children is ac- 
tually smaller than that for adults. And where they are avail- 
able, the differences in costs may not always be significant. 
For example, a 60-ml suspension of Amoxil (125 mg/5 ml) 
costs P69.50 while its generic equivalent from Ritemed is ac- 
tually more expensive at P70.25. On the other hand, the 250 
mg/5 ml version of Amoxil suspension is P102 while 
Ritemed's equivalent is P99.25. 

With cefaclor, you have a choice. A 60-ml bottle of Ceclor 
(125 mg/5 ml) is P274.50, while Ritemed-Cefaclor is 
P137.50, exactly half the cost of the branded preparation. 

‘Compare the following costs of salbutamol (60 ml suspen- 
sion): Ventolin is P108, Asmalin P80 and Ritemed P48. Once 
‘when I was buying Ventolin at a drugstore, the woman next 
tome whispered: “It's cheaper at Children’s Medical Center." 
She was referring to the parallel imports the government كذ‎ 
doing, where the same brand name, brought in from India, 
costs less, These drugs are sold in government hospitals. 

Parallel imports are in fact part of what the Cheaper 
Medicines Bill hopes to do. Before the last Congress ended, 
there were two versions of the bill, with different ways of 
dealing with patents and other controversial issues, The new 
Congress will have to tackle all these issues again, but in the 
ong run, lets hope lawmakers will also begin to look at the 
long-standing question of production, We still are almost to- 
tally dependent on imports of pharmaceuticals. I's time for 
the government, or for a large Filipino company like United 
Laboratories, to come up with genuine competition against 
the multinationals. In Thailand and India, low-cost 
medicines from government and from local companies have 
forced multinationals to bring down the costs of their prod- 
ucts, 

The President referred to medicines in her State of the Na- 
tion Address last Monday, claiming that in 1999, only 11 per- 
cent of Filipinos said medicines were affordable, while today 
the figure is about a half. The President did not indicate who 
conducted the survey, but even if we take that 50 percent fig- 
ure to be true, we still have to ask: Why does half of the pop- 
ulation still have to suffer because they can't afford 
medicines? 
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OPINION 


developments to give momentum to her vision of 
leaving an economic legacy. Although she has 
survived several coup plots since she took office 
in 2001, the President this year appears to have 
strengthened her hands in thwarting coup plots, 
although at the cost of resorting to repressive se- 
curity measures, often resulting in the curtail- 
ment of political liberties of regime opponents. 

‘The President delivered this year’s Sona riding a 
strong surge in the economy, which posted a 6.9 
percent growth in the first quarter of 2007, the 
fastest growth rate in 17 years. The stock market 
has hit an all-time high and the peso has hit a sev- 
cen-year high against the US dollar. But critics fault 
the growth for failing to produce filter-down bene- 
fits to the poorer sectors and alleviating poverty. 

“Two-thirds of the Sona's 15 pages were devot- 
ed to an inventory of how much has been accom- 
plished by last year's blue-print of the national in- 
frastructure building program embodied in the 
five "super-regions" development plan, the cen- 
terpiece of the 2006 Sona. The 2007 Sona was, in 
some ways, a progress report on the 2006 plan. 

‘The President said the 2007 infrastructure re- 
port “is just a sampler of our P1.7-trillion Medi- 
um-Term Investment Program.” How to fund 
these projects remains a big problem. She said P1 
trillion will come from state revenues, with tax 
reforms and “firm orders to BIR and Customs to 
hit their targets,” and P300 billion from state cor- 
porations. 

The World Bank has pointed out shortfalls in 
government revenue collection, which has fallen 
far below targets, and has warned that the solu- 
tion lies in improving the collection effort instead 
of imposing new taxes. 

‘The Sona appears to have foreclosed new tax- 
es, because of the adverse political repercussions 
of such an option. The President said: "We were 
able to strengthen our economy because of the 
fiscal reforms that we adopted at such great cost 
to mein public disapproval. But I would rather be 
right than popular” (To be continued) 


Not just a family affair 


that "anyone" included a sewer rat! 

Remy’ culinary gift is discovered by Linguine, 
a dishwasher in the restaurant owned by Remy's 
inspiration. Dispatched to kill the rat, Linguine 
instead strikes up a partnership with Remy, who 
hides beneath the young man's toque and orches- 
trates his movements on the sly. The two conspire 
to build up Linguine's reputation as well as that of 
the restaurant, whose regained fame catches the 
attention of a famous food critic who's deter- 
mined to close down, once and for all, the restau- 
rant he had so publicly damned in the past. 

Will Linguini and Remy save the restaurant 
from destruction? Will the rat be discovered? Will 
Remy ever be accepted again by his family and 
colony? 

ALL these will be answered in the course of the 
movie, but on the way there, there's a highly 
entertaining dissertation on the world of 
restaurateurs and restaurant kitchens. There's. 
a lightning-quick lesson on the hierarchy of a 

itchen, and a demonstration of a frantic night 
in a restaurant kitchen where rats take on 
most of the cooking chores. 

told a friend, whose husband happens to 
bea hotel chef, to make sure she brought him 
to see the movie, as it is both a spoof of and 
homage to the culinary world: from the sensi- 
tive egos of chef patrons, to the pecking order 
in kitchens, from the snobbery over ingredi- 
ents to the finicky tastes of customers. 

It's also a touching tale of self-discovery and 
believing in oneself, even if one is a rat with 
not just an appetite but a sensitive palate. 
There's also the love story between the oafish 
Linguine and the female cook, who's a tough 
cookie justifiably proud of holding her own in 
the male-dominated world of fine cuisine. 

Itwill also make most of the audience think 
twice, as we did, about trapping and killing ro- 
dents, especially in the kitchen where they 
tend to congregate. Of course, the possibility 
that in real life a rat would have Remy's nose 
and palate is remote—impossible, even. But 
they certainly have the appetite, as we have 
seen too many times! 


GMA's last three years 
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that has afflicted her presidency since she broke 
her pledge not to run in the 2004 election. 

Unlike in previous Sonas, last Monday's did 
mot mention at all constitutional amendments 
seeking a shift from the presidential to the parlia- 
mentary system, a proposal designed to rescue. 
the President from a constitutional crisis that had 
been provoked by demands from protesters call- 
ing for her resignation. 

"The President delivered her seventh annual re- 
port to the nation in relatively more tranquil cir- 
cumstances than the last two years and less threat- 
ened by impeachment action in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. When she delivered the Sona in July 
2006, she had just preempted a coup attempt by 
disgruntled Marine contingents by clamping down 
a state of national emergency. On the very first day 
ofthe joint session of Congress in 2006, the opposi- 
tion mounted an impeachment complaint in the 
House, the second in two years, which was subse- 
quently quashed by the administration coalition be- 
fore it could be sent to the Senate for trial. 

No such threat emerged on July 23. The May 
election settled that issue and forestalled a third 
attempt. The House election results returned the 
pro-administration coalition's majority with even. 
firmer control of the House, although the opposi- 
tion won the majority of seats in the Senate, with- 
‘out really putting opposition members in control 
of the chamber. 

‘The results of both elections have placed the 
President in a relatively stronger position to carry 
out the government's economic agenda. She is 
taking advantage of favorable external economic 


Rina Jimenez-David VÀ 


The prevailing attitude at that time was that 
it was the couple's and the family's "private" 
affair. But years of research and advocacy have 
shown that such “private” acts have a very 
public dimension: the deaths and poor health 
of abused women and children, and the per- 
petuation of a cycle of violence within the 
home that spreads from generation to genera- 
tion, and spills out into the community 
through violence-prone individuals. 

That's why I was heartened by the accounts 
of the neighbors’ involvement in the cases re- 
garding the deaths of the two boys. 

T wish the neighbors and authorities had 
stepped in before the violence had escalated 
and resulted in the children's deaths. Perhaps 
that is the good news behind this tragic story: 
that the boys’ deaths would have made the 
neighbors resolve to step up their vigilance 
and get involved before another death oc- 
curred in the neighborhood. 

OPENING today is a wonderful animated movie, 
"Ratatouille," about, of all things, a rat who loves 
to cook. 

Remy is a rat who lives in the French country- 
side where his discriminating taste is laughed at 
by the rest of the colony until his father discovers 
that Remy's sensitive nose can help protect them 
from foodstuff tainted by rat poison. But when 
the colony is driven off its lair, Remy finds himself 
alone and lonely in the streets and sewers of 
Paris, with only a cookbook as a companion 
whose author, a famous deceased chef, popular- 
ized the notion that "anyone can cook!” Although 
the chef, who appears intermittently as a figment 
of Remy' imagination, perhaps did not imagine 
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PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO SOUGHT TO 
depoliticize the national agenda during the re- 
maining three years of her administration when 
she indicated in her seventh State of the Nation 
‘Address on Monday that she would step down at 
the end of her term in 2010. 

Her exit from the presidency was the keynote of 
her speech, which also outlined a vision of leaving 
a legacy of a Philippines by 2010 poised "to join 
the ranks of the rich countries in 20 years." 

"It is my ardent wish that most of the vision I 
have outlined will be fully achieved when I step 
down," the President said. “It is my unshakeable 
resolve that the fundamentals of this vision will 
by then be permanently rooted, its progress well 
advanced and its direction firmly fixed with our 
reforms already bearing fruit." 

Tn a bid to tranquilize the political atmosphere 
and put to rest suspicions that she intends to ex- 
tend her stay in power after 2010, the President. 
said: “They say the campaign for the next elections 
started on May 15, the day after the last. Fine, I 
stand in the way of no one's ambition.” She was 
apparently referring to the early jockeying for po- 
sition among a number of winners in the May mid- 
term election for the 2010 presidential election. 
She also warned that she would not allow political 
bickerings to frustrate her economic programs. “I 
will not stand idly by when anyone gets in the way 
of the national interest and tries to block the na- 
tional vision. From where I sit, 1 can tell you, a 
presidentis always as strong as she wants to be." 

The Presidents statement about stepping 
down was greeted with skepticism by some oppo- 
sition senators who noted that she merely said 
she would step down but "didn't say in 2010.” 
This doubt was partly fostered by the fact that a 
week before the Sona, Ms Arroyo said, when 
asked about her plans when her term ends, "Who 
knows? I may run for Congress in my hometown." 
This skepticism reflects the credibility problem 


SADLY, IT'S NO LONGER A RARITY. THIS PAPER 
reported that over the weekend, two boys, ages 9 
and 3, died at home and allegedly at the hands of 
their parents, in the same neighborhood in Pasig 
City. 

What makes the story unusual is that it was the 
boys’ neighbors who reported the incidents and 
filed cases against the parents of the battered 
boys. 

fernando Alabado, 9, was found at the foot of 
the stairs of his home Sunday midnight, bloodied 
and unconscious and with his hands tied. A 
neighbor peeked into the house after she heard a 
loud thud and found Alabado's body. The neigh- 
bor said she and her siblings rushed the boy to a 
hospital but he was pronounced dead on arrival. 

‘The day before, Bryan Gonzales, 3, died after 
his mother allegedly slammed his head against the 
wall. Neighbors went to the Pasig City police Mon- 
day mörning to report the cause of the boy's death. 

Before public awareness was raised regarding 
the rights of children and the responsibilities of 
parents, such incidents would have gone unre- 
ported. If police had come to investigate the caus- 
es of the boys’ death, they would most probably 
have been met with blank stares or expressions of 
ignorance about what was going on with their 
families 

‘There was also the prevalent notion that what 
‘went on in the privacy of a home was the sole con- 
cern of the members of the household, and no 
one, not even neighbors or police, had the right to 

voke their noses into "family affairs,” or disputes 
etween spouses ar parents and their children. 


TIME was, police used to complain, that when 
they responded to reports of wife battering or 
child abuse, the victims themselves would be 
the first to deny the violence and even protect 
the suspected abuser. “What can we do?” a po- 
lice official once asked at a public forum. 
“When we haul an abusive husband to jail, the 
first person to come to the station the next 
morning will be the wife who, even as she 
bears bruises and cuts from her mauling, will 
insist that her husband is innocent and that we 
should release him at that instant.” 


How many islands does the Philippines have? 


not seen before. Gagelonia does not name anyone 
who cited 7,107 islands, but Alip in volume 1 of 
“Political and Cultural History of the Philippines" 
gives the usual 7,100 islands. 

Zaide in most of his textbooks uses the same 
statisic—7,100 islands—but in his book 
Catholicism in the Philippines," he gives 7,083 
islands like Molina, a professor in the Royal and 
Pontifical University of Santo Tomas. 

Reading this made me wonder if the number of 
islands changes depending on the use of the text- 
book in Catholic schools. It is understandable 
that different authors will come up with different 
numbers, but Gagelonia is right when he singles 
out Zaide for citing different figures in different 
books he wrote. 

Historical method dictates that you get down 
to the primary source. Where did this random 
number come from? Nobody seems to know. How 
sure are we that we can even make 7,000 islands 
and islets if only 3,000, more or less, have been 
given names? At a party, I once asked some peo- 
ple working for the National Coast and Geodetic 
Survey as well as the National Mapping Agency to 
give me the exact figure. They too were surprised 
by the question. I presumed, wrongly of course, 
that employees from these agencies would have 
the exact figure at the tip of their tongue. 

One last thing about current textbooks: Any 
study of the Philippines begins with its physical 
shape and other characteristics, yet most of the 
books do not come with a map of the archipelago; 
this has to be bought separately. And if a map is 
available, itis probably small, badly drawn and 
lacking in significant detail. If we cannot be clear 
on something as basic as the number of islands in 
the Philippine archipelago, what does this say 
about more complicated lessons in our text- 
books? 


ااا —— 


LookiNG 
Back 


Ambetb R. 
Ocampo 


For full effect, he actually gives the knife a few 
twists before pulling it out. 

Reading the first few pages of this book made 
me reflect on Filipinos as great spectators and 
"usi-seros." We love a fight whether it is a neigh- 
borhood brawl or Pacquiao in Las Vegas. We even 
see this every day on the road when traffic builds 
up around any minor accident because everyone 
slows down, not only to get a closer look, but to 
make some snide comment. 

I did not realize, for example, that textbooks dif- 
fer with regard to the exact number of islands in the 
Philippine archipelago. When you ask Filipinos 
how many islands we have, the snappy answer to 
the stupid question is often a comment like, "Do 
you mean high tide or low tide?” The disturbing 
] has been effectively evaded by jest. If you 
press the person and ask, “All right give me the fig- 
ures for both high tide and low tide," Tm sure the 
smart-ass will slink away. The most common figure 
given is 7,100 or 7,107 istands, but nobody knows 
‘where these numbers came from. For all I care, this 
figure can also be used to answer the great me- 
dieval theological question: How many angels can 
dance on the head of a pin? 

‘To make his point, Gagelonia plucked five ex- 
amples from textbooks in use during his research. 
Agoncillo and Alfonso in the now classic "History 
of the Filipino People” state that the Philippines 
has “more than 7,000 islands and islets.” Antonio 
Molina in volume 1 of "The Philippines Through 
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ACCURACY OF THE FACTS AND FIGURES IN 
our textbooks has always been an issue. The good 
news is that many textbooks for science and math 
have been revised and, while still faulty at times, 
are generally considered much better in form and 
content than those in the so-called “soft” subjects 
like English, Filipino and history. It is not my 
habit nor perversion to go over textbooks in the 
sciences, so I'm not sure if these are really much 
improved than those in my field. 

Unlike science and math, which are precise, 
history can sometimes be slippery, the interpreta- 
tion of one and the same event changing depend- 
ing on the historian writing the book. What both- 
ers me is not that theré are many different view- 
points, but rather that the textbooks have dated 
or conflicting “facts.” The first step in the reform 
of our textbooks does not even concern interpre- 
tation. We need to make sure that our history or 
Hekasi textbooks are, at the very least, factually 
corrector at least updated. 

All the current complaints regarding history 
textbooks are not new, if we are to go by an ob- 
scure and largely forgotten book by Pedro A. 
Gagelonia, "The Filipino Historian: Controversial 
Issues in Philippine History” (Manila: FEU, 
1970). found my soiled and pre-owned copy ina 
used bookstore 22 years ago. It was a miracle I 
picked it off the bargain bin because it had an 
atrociously designed cover, but I was drawn to 
the title thinking it would provide some clarity or 
the last word in contested territory. The work 
turned out to be a comparison of history text- 
books, a feat in itself, and the point was to show 
some of the more common conflicting "facts." 

It was both an eye-opener and quite amusing 
because the author seems to have sharpened his 
knife especially for the most successful textbook 
historian of all time, Gregorio Zaide. Straying 
from sober academic tone, Gagelonia does not 
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tecting the environ 

ment when he had I 
the office and the 
powertodoso. tthe LETTERS 
did not care for Ü 
Manila's parks, could 

he be trusted to oversee the country's natural 
resources? 

We urge this government to treat the envi- 
ronment with utmost respect by appointing 
only qualified people to oversee the DENR. 

—MA. LUISA R. DELEON-BOLINAO, Ph.D., 
associate professor 3; 

History Department, 

College of Social Sciences and Philosophy, 
University of the Philippines, 

Diliman, Quezon City, 
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.. OPINION . 
Atienza not fit to head DENR 


I WOULD LIKE TO ADD MY VOICE OF DISMAY 
to those of the millions of environmentalists in 
this country on the appointment of former 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza as secretary of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources. This appointment is obviously a politi- 
cal accommodation for yet another of Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo’s  loyal-but-now-unem- 
ployed supporters. And it is unfortunate that 
the DENR should be made to serve as a "catch- 
basin" for this kind of job-seekers. The DENR is 
not a minor and negligible agency. 

Valid and credible qualifications, not to 
mention a solid track record in environmen- 
tal protection, have been completely disre- 
garded in this appointment. Atienza hardly 
has the track record in caring for and pro- 


Scrap elections, auction off public offices 


can win the post of Kamao or he can bid for a. 
higher position 

Ín order to level the playing field, relatives 
(within a given degree of consanguinity) of 
those who have been charged with plunder or 
driven out of office must submit a bid higher 
by 50 percent or 100 percent to win over a po-, 
litical upstart. I prefer a government run by the. 
power of the peso rather than a government 
run by the power of a gun. 

The party-list system should be scrapped. 
Party-list representatives have not contributed 
to improving the quality of legislation. They al- 
so served, first and foremost, their own selfish 
interests. 

Each congressman should be made to real- 
ize that he is supposed to serve the entire spec- 
trum of his constituents—from the “Buhay” to. 
the masakit to the patay. From the "Macho" to 
the “bading” to the sex bomb. From the Left to 
the Center and the Right. From the coopera- 
tive members to the uncooperative and non- 
cooperative. 

A process of recall for non-performing of 
corrupt officials should be adopted. When a 
vacancy is declared, another bidding should be 
conducted by the Combida. Thus, the govern- 
ment would be able to raise more funds. 

Tleave the other details to your more fertile 
imagination. 1 am just joking, seriously. 

—ANTERO JUNIA JR., 
Calubian, Leyte 6534 


I PROPOSE THAT THERE BE NO MORE ELEC- 
tions. And the Commission on Elections 
should be replaced by a Committee on Bids 
and Awards (Combida). There should be a 
price tag for every elective position. The Com- 
bida should be composed of officials from the 
Bureau of Treasury and Commission on Au- 
dit. Sealed bids with cash or cashier's check in 
peso or dollar or euro, etc. should be accept- 
ed. 

For the 12 senators, for example, the 12 
highest bidders will be declared winners, their 
money duly receipted and turned over to the 
‘Treasury's general fund. As for the losers, their 
money will be returned but less 15 percent, for 
administrative charges. Each bidder will be en- 
titled to have one observer, preferably the one 
who submitted the bid. 

In this manner of selecting our officials, 
there will be no need for a liquor ban or a gun 
ban. There'll be no need to limit the official 
campaign period and expenses. There'll be no 
need for posters. 

As for the barangay chairmen—tenyente del 
barrio before—our legislators have promoted 
them to barangay captains. We have in our 
midst so many types of captains—military cap- 
tains, boat captains, port captains, captains of 
industry, etc. We should give the barangay 
chairman anew tite: for him “Kamao,” and for 
his only five councilors, "Daliri." 

Manny Pacquiao, with his millions of pesos, 


A primer on antiviolence against women, children 


supported with an educational grant from Pfiz- 
er Philippines. 

This primer should be made available to 
government agencies charged with protecting 
the rights of women suffering from their 
spouses’ physical and emotional abuse. 

Violence against women is not excusable 
and should not be tolerated in a civilized and 
democratic society such as the Philippines. 

—DELIA MOLO INTIA, 
deliaintia@yahoo.com: 


RINA JIMENEZ-DAVID'S COLUMN TITLED 
‘One woman's pain" (Inquirer, 7/18/07), 
there is a book titled "Primer on the Anti-Vic 
lence Against Women and their Children Act 
2004 (Republic Act 9262)" The book is very 
informative on women's rights to seek redress 
on violence committed by abusive spouses. 
Written by Rowena V. Guanzon, the book 
was published by the Soroptimist Internation- 
al of Eastwood City (SIEC), subsidized by the 
Compañero Rene Cayetano Foundation, and 


Everybody has an oppressor deep within self 


1 do believe that all of us have already housed: 
the oppressors within us and this yields the im- 
age of the upper classes. Parents do always tell. 
their children to study hard. But for what? For: 
them to be like "the others” someday. This is a 
manifestation that most, if not all, Filipinos 
have internalized the image of the oppressors. 
Have we not learned from the great Marx? It 
is not consciousness that determines life but it is 
life that determines consciousness. The eco- 
nomic structure that members of classes A, B, C, 
D, E determines their line of thinking. Our arts, 
humanities, politics, religion, and even our phi- 
losophy which for Marx are the superstructure; 
are determined by the economic substructure. 
So where do we go from here? “baliktarin ang 
tatsulok"? Maybe, probably. But I believe that we 
will remain in the same situation until we have. 
realized our own identity as Pedro, as Juan, as 
Maria, as Jose. But can we do this? When? West- 
em culture has so permeated our very beings, it 
seems that we can no longer breathe without it; 
and, thanks to our idiotic leaders for leading us 
there. For now, believe that the only way for us 
to wake up from this lethargy is a rapture, a jolt’ 
in our existential experience—an experience 
that all of us will remember. 
—IAN RAYMOND B. PACQUING, 
61 Lunes St, Landcom; 
Sta. Mesa, Manila, 
alakiboGyahoo.com.hk 


1 READ NORMA P DOLLAGAS LETTER 
(inoumen, 7/14/07) and Conrado de Quiros’ 
column (Incun, 7/19/07) on “Tatsulok,” a 
song popularized by Bamboo. I agree that the 
Human Security Act (HSA) is a threat in itself, 
and I cannot understand why we are so apa- 
thetic about it. The government has adopted 
an Orwellian way of curtailing the rights and 
privacy of the sovereign people. 

De Quiros wrote that there is a higher 
court—higher than the Supreme Court—which is 
the "peoples court" or "People Power" But how 
many People Power events do we need in order to 
have a better society? Even if we have Edsa 4 and. 
5, or Ayala 1, 2 and 3, or Lawton 1, 2 and 3, or 
Plaza Miranda 1, 2 and 3, our society will be the. 
same sociery. Why? As Paulo Freire put it, “The 
structure of the oppressed thoughts are shaped 
according to the situation they are in." 

This is the concrete reality classes A, B, C, D, 
E of our society are submerged in. The op. 
pressed people aspire to become like the upper 
class. Since the upper class is the model, their 
consciousness is already structured or pat- 
terned to follow the upper class. For Freire, "It 
is not to become free men that they want 
agrarian reform, but in order for them to ac- 
quire land, and thus become landowners—or 
more precisely, bosses over the workers. This is 
because the context of the peasant's situation, 
that is, oppression, remains unchanged.” 


MILF rebels are a bunch of cowards 


That the Marines were in MILF territory is 
an invalid and unacceptable justification for 
the attack. The Marines were in the area not to 
engage the MILF in an armed confrontation 
but, precisely, to rescue Father Bossi, What ter- 
ritory is the MILF claiming? 
pity the families of the 14 Marines who lost" 
their lives to save one life. It will be good for 
the country if President Macapagal-Arroyo or- 
ders an all-out war against the MILE just like 
what President Joseph Estrada did several 
years ago. 
VINCENT DELA ROSA, 
Cagayan Valley 


THE AMBUSH THAT LED TO THE DEATH OF 
14 Marines who were in search of the abduct- 
ed Italian priest Giancarlo Bossi shocked and 
appalled me. It just showed us what kind of 
people the Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
rebels are—cowards and traitors. They did not 
have the guts to engage government soldiers in 
a face-to-face battle. 

That attack should not have happened in 
the first place for two important reasons. First, 
the government and the MILF are in peace 
talks, hence, a ceasefire should be taking place 
now. Second and more importantly, the MILF 
promised to help rescue Father Bossi 


‘Balance’ is not for genuine Christians 


What are we? Taoists? No, sirs, ma'ams, We 
are Catholics, Christians. Christians are not for 
balance. Christians must resist evil, as evil 
must be resisted, and murderers must be 

brought to justice and unreasoning savagery 
must be stamped out. Why insist on the Taoist 
concept of balance? 

Don't the Inquirer people believe in Jesus, 
in the God of the Old Testament? Christians 
do not believe in "balance." We are not Jedis! 
Anyone wants balance? Convert to Bud- 
dhism. 

—BRIAN BROTARLO, 
brian. brotorlnlveos.com 


"STRIKING THE BALANCE BETWEEN THE 
two imperatives outlined in the Presidents 
declaration is a difficult act; this is where sup- 
portive public opinion comes in. it can help 
steady the administration's hand, and in the. 
process show the country the way out of the pit 
of despair" (Inquimen editorial, 7/16/07) 

For a broadsheet as Americanized as the In- 
QUIRER, 1 am always amazed at how Eastern its 
thinking really is. The Inquirer always seeks a 
balance; and now, after the beheading of 10 
Marines, the unprovoked ambush and the silly 
parrying with the media by the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front. it wants to strike a “balance.” 
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‘Jueteng returns on a bigger scale 


Fax Na. (08212441771 


dissemination,” said Panlilio, whose 
election promise included the war 
on jueteng. Marlon Ramos, Inqui 
er Southern Luzon and Leila 
Salaverria in Manila 


mal: na_eobu@inqut 


of basic services, and police power. 
“But we are not in a hurry We are. 
preparing the ground like basic ser- 
Vices improvement, alternative 
livelihood programs, information 
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A ranking official of the Calabar- 
zon police said he has the same infor- 
mation on jueteng as Arguelles does. 


Matching information 

"The official named a certain Nora. 
de Leon as the operator of the ilegal 
numbers game in the province. 

"From what I know, Amy Tan is 
just the alias of Nora de Leon,” 
the Inqunen source said. 

The source said De Leon "had 
the blessings” of Santos’ husband, 
former senator Ralph Recto, who is 
supposedly known as “Kano” and 
“Puti” among jueteng operators. 

Reached through her mobil 
phone, Santos vehemently de- 
nied that she and her husband 
were tolerating jueteng. 

She said she has a standing or- 
der to her provincial police chief 
to raid all jueteng dens. 

“1 will never let somebody revive 
jueteng in our province. Tm definite- 
ly against jueteng operations and all 
forms of legal gambling,” she said. 

Bishop Arguelles said he won't 
think twice about severing ties 
with Santos should jueteng find 
its way back to Batangas. 

“They know that I will not be 
happy if she fails to comply with 
her promise to make Batangas 
jueteng-free,” the bishop said. 


Pampanga crusader 
Pampanga Gov. Eddie Panlilio, a 
priest on leave, said he has thought 
ofa formula to help stop jueteng and 
this would require jobs, the delivery 
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By Tonette Orejas chapters and infor- ^ a town or city. Similar 
Inquirer Central Luzon mants in various Lu- From what jueteng operations in 
zon provinces, Iknow, at least three areas 
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guarantee the relief 
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Oscar Calderon, Philip „of the provincial po- 
underworld ^ lottery pine, National Pole Amy Tanis iice directo: A re 
1 i 4 contradicted , gional director is re- 
jueteng has shifted to Dis assessment. just the lieved if jueteng was 


found in two 


high gear resuming  “trisnotfull blown 


i i because [of competi- a]i provinces in his area. 
with ease and like they Tane لس‎ alias of 


Share of the pie. 


never really stopped in town lottery (STL),” 


Central Luzon and Calderon told the IN- Nora de ‘According to a top 


police source, some 
Leon...’ newly elected and for- 


Batangas, authorities uN in a Phone in- 


terview. 


and sources said. STL is a govern- mer local officials are 
mentsanctioned game started in actually wrestling for control of 
The head of a campaign February 2006 and designed to jueteng operations in their areas. 
against the underworld numbers imitate jueteng. The source said some local offi- 
game said all it would take was The Philippine Charity Sweep- cials want full command over 
for President Macapagal-Arroyo stakes Office, the game's fran- jueteng because STL has "weak- 
to publicly say that she wants chise holder, has given permitto ened” the underworld game. 
jueteng stopped, something that 15 corporations. In Batangas, Lipa Bishop Ra- 
Ms Arroyo hasn't done. David, in a consultation here, mon Arguelles said jueteng was 
“President Macapagal-Arroyo called the STL the “new face of revived by operators in the 


province barely a week after ac- 


hasn't stated any categorical jueteng.” 


tatement or order to stop it,” But Calderon said jueteng ex tress-turned-politician Vilma 
said Garrie David, executive di- ists in some parts of Luzon be- Santos took over as governor. 
fector of the Krusadang Bayan cause of “guerrilla operators." Arguelles said jueteng draws 
Laban sa Jueteng (KBLJ). Some, he said, used STL as a are held in the province during 
Theilict gambling enterprise is on “guise” for the underworld lottery. the last seven days. 
a bigger scale as a number of politi- “But let me tell you that the PNP The previous governor, Armand 
dens start paying off “advances” to is addressing the issue. We are not Sanchez, was identified in a Senate 
Jueteng financiers who funded their relaxing. Our campaign has been hearing as one of the countrys 
‘ection campaigns, said David. ‘without letup," Calderon said. biggest jueteng financiers. Sanchez 
The national leadership shared “The ‘Strike 122 policy re- had denied the accusation. 
partof the blame, he said. mains," he said. Bishop Arguelles identifed a cer- 
۳ Calderon said under the policy, tain Amy Tan and a certain Nora as fi- 
It's STL a chief of police is immediately nanciers of jueteng in Batangas. Both 
He said KBLJ learned of the relieved once an operation con- were not from Batangas, according to 
jueteng situation through its firmed the existence of jueteng in Arguelles, quoting his informants. 
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LIFE is pretty much 
the same for 45- 
year-old Felipe 
Solana. He used to 
sell fish balls in 
Pandacan, Manila. 
from where they 
were evicted to be 
relocated ina 
housing project in 
Cabuyao, Laguna. 
Today, Solana still 
sells fish balls, but his 
fears of being evicted 
again are just 
memories now. 
He, however, says he 
prefers to sell fish 
balls in Manila 
because of one 
reason—there are 
more buyers there. 
ROKAMORA 


San Pablo in the relocation activities 

"From the time they arrived here in Calauan, 
it has been the dioceses of San Pablo and Manila. 
and their parishioners that have been catering 
to the needs of the displaced families," said Fr 
Rene Eriga, head of the Diocesan Social Action 
Center (DSAC) in San Pablo. 

‘Scouting for the resources and personnel to 
build new houses for the families provided an 
opportunity for the parishioners to come to- 
gether and help the former bridge dwellers. 


Angel Ville 

DSAC records showed that the row houses, 
called Angel Ville Housing, were built with sup- 
port from Caritas Manila and the Philippine 
‘Army's 202nd Infantry Brigade based in Laguna. 

Capt. Peter Garceniego Jr, civil military op- 
erations officer of the brigade and a friend of 
Eriga, recalled that the priest opened up to 
him the idea of involving the military in the 
construction of the houses, free of charge, one 
time they were having a meal. 

Garceniego, who believed he could get sup- 
port for the plan from his superiors and peers 
in his contingent, told the priest at that in- 
stance that “the problem is as good as solved." 

Col. Jorge Segovia, commanding officer of 
the 202nd B, immediately ordered his men to 
prepare the logistics, construction crew and 
foremen, and the Army Engineering Brigade 
so the project could start. 

On May 27, at least 60 AFP personnel, in- 
cluding Cafgu members, and 16 civilian vol- 
unteers, started work on the houses which 
were completed on June 29 in time for the in- 
auguration the following day. 

After a moratorium of one year, the NHA 
will charge each family P309 for the lot, a cost 
that was stil being reviewed by NHA authori- 
ties in Manila, according to Fely Pueblas, 
NHA-Laguna estate management chief. 

Despite the hurdles, those involved in the hous- 
ing project found fulfillment in the experience. 

Romulo Ponte, Inquirer Southern Luzon 
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to build houses for poor 


CALAUAN, LAGUNA—ALBERTA ABINASA, 
47, a widow, and her seven children used to 
live along the creek and under the bridge in 
San Andres, Manila, with other families 
‘whose main source of income was to sell wipe 
cloths and rags in the city. 

Now, the leader of the Samahan ng mga 
‘Taga-ilalim ng Tulay San Andres and her 
members are beaming with relief after the re- 
cent turnover to them of 40 newly built hous- 
es here where they can now live with dignity. 

Each of the 36 family-beneficiaries of the 
row houses, built against a lush mountain- 
side, now has a 40-square-meter lot it can call 
its own with a toilet and bath and a non-leak- 
ing roof over their heads. 

A cancer survivor, Abinasa thanked the Church, 
the military and other volunteers for making the 
houses possible, saying the new site is the best we. 
can have" even as they still have to scout for other 
suitable sources of income in their new location. 

The sewing machines they used to make 
rags with were destroyed during the demoli- 
tion of their shanties in February while the 
P5,000 provided each family had been spent 
while they waited for a relocation site. 


Moving out 

On April 11 and 17, they were hauled off to 
Calauan where the Metro Manila Develop- 
ment Authority decided to transport them. 

In Calauan, they were housed in a large 
tent, where the young, adults and elderly were 
lumped together with all their belongings. 

‘The government gave P36,000 as cash sup- 
port to them. 

They were left out to fend for themselves, 
but they were not exactly alone. 

One night, during a heavy downpour and 
strong winds crushed their tents, the munici- 
pal government helped transfer them to the 
nearby buildings of the National Housing Au- 
thority as their temporary shelter. 

After that, the municipality coordinated 
with Manila authorities and the Diocese of 
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A GUIMARAS fisherman releases a hawicsbill turtle into the sea in 
Sitio Lusay in Jordan town. The site was declared a marine turtle 


sanctuary because it was where these turtles breed. 
ARNOLD AIMACENINQURER SAAS 


No one held 
accountable 


for oil spill 


|a year alter 


sinking of MT Solar 1, which was 
carrying 2.1 million liters of 
bunker Fuel when it went down 
nine miles southwest of 
Guimaras Island on Aug. 11, 
2006. 

It was on its way to Zamboan- 
ga City from Bataan. The tanker 


By David Israel Sinay 
Inquirer Visayas 


ILOILO CITY—OVER A YEAR HAS 
passed since the oil spill in 
Guimaras but despite three sepa- 
rate investigations, charges have 
yet to be filed against those re- 
sponsible for the country’s worst settled at a depth of 640 meters; 
environmental disaster. but not after leaking its fuel car- 

Rafael Coscolluela, presiden- go. 
tial adviser for Western Visayas, 
chided the Department of Justice 
for its failure to pursue charges 
against individuals who should 
be held accountable for the oil 
spill. 

Aside from a DOJ investiga- 
tion, the Senate and the special 
board of marine inquiry (SBMI) 
also conducted their separat 
quiries, the results of which were 
endorsed to the DOJ, Coscolluela 
said. 

"We asked (the DOJ) to al- 
ready take the appropriate mea- 
sures. But at this point in time, 
nothing has been done yet,” he 
said. 

The DOJ was tasked with 
consolidating the findings of 
the investigations and act on 
them. 

Coscolluela revealed that 
last month, during a meeting of 
the National Disaster Coordi- 
nating Council, he raised the 
saine concern to the DOJ repre- 
sentative but "the representa- 
tive was not aware of the status 
ofthe case.” 

“I do not know (what hap- 
pened). (The DOJ) could be 
gathering more evidence prior to 
the filing of charges. What 
charges to file and against 
whom, it is up to the DOJ," 
Coscolluela said. 

Last year, the SBMI created a 
special body to determine the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the 


Kin of OFW in Lebanon 
seek probe of her death 


DIGOS CITY—RELATIVES OF AN 
overseas worker who allegedly 
committed suicide by jumping off a 
fvestory building in Lebanon 
where she stayed asked Philippine 
authorities to investigate her death. 
Elsa Silvano, sister of Anelyn 
Sayson, said they could not accept 
the report prepared by Lebanon 
authorities on the circumstances 
surrounding Sayson's death. 
Lebanese authorities said 
Sayson committed suicide at mid- 
night of June 30 by jumping off 
the building owned by her em-- 
ployer in Furn El Chebbak. 
Silvano said Najib Khazaal, her 
sister's employer, also claimed 
she was mentally ill, which was 
not acceptable to the family. 
Lebanese authorities quoted 
Khazaal as saying Sayson at- 
tacked Khazaal's wife before she 
jumped off the building, 
Silvano said her sister was 
sane and could not possibly at- 


Last February, the SBMI, in a 
report to the DOJ, found that 
overloading, lapses and incompe- 
tence triggered the sinking of the 
vessel, 

The investigating body con- 
cluded that the tanker was over- 
loaded and that incompetence on 
the part of the vessel's crew led 
them to sail into the middle of a 
storm, 

The MT Solar I captain, Nor- 
berto Aguro, was not a licensed 
oil tanker master. 

The SBMI also said in its report 
that Aguro disregarded regula: 
tions, policies and requirements 
for seaworthiness. 

Petron, the firm that owned 
the MT Solar I fuel cargo, was li 
able for overloading the vessel, 
the SBMI said. Petron, however, 
said the amount of fuel in MT 
Solar was well within its capac: 
ity. 

The SBMI also asked the 
Maritime Industry Authority to 
file administrative charges 
against Sunshine Maritime De- 
velopment Corp. (SMDC), 
owner of MT Solar I; Petron; 
and Aguro. 

Coscolluela said something 
must come out of the investiga- 
tion to determine the guilty par- 
ties. 

“I should not be forgotten. 
We have learned our lessons. 
It should be corrected,” he 
said. 


tack her employers. 

She admitted that the forensic ex- 
amination from Quidat General 
Hospital in Lebanon showed that her, 
sister died because of the impact of 
the fall and that there was no indica 
tion she was sexually abused. 

But Silvano said she and her par- 
cents, who live in Bukidnon, were ask, 
ing fora deeper investigation because, 
she could have been murdered. 

She said the body of her sister, 
which arrived here last week, bore 
bruises and contusions. She said 
her hands also bore rope marks. 

Silvano said her sister was en- 
thusiastie about working in 
Lebanon and she could not have, 
committed suicide. 

Silvano said some of the things 
they wanted authorities to look in-, 
to are the records of the recruiter, 
who sent Anelyn to Lebanon amid, 
a government ban on deployment 
tothatcountry, Orlando Dinoy,: 
Inquirer Mindanao 
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12-yr-old killed i in Army offensive $ 
gathered copra, abaca for parents 


By Jani Amaiz and joey A. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


CHR, said her office would ask 
the military to provide a copy of 
its after operations report. 

This early, the military main- 
tains that it was a "legitimate op- 
eration” and it wasn't aware a boy 
was in the site. 

Pontejos said Feliciano and 
Leonora were farmers, but neigh- 
bors described them as New Peo- 
ples Army members. The neigh- 
bors’ information was unverified. 

Lt. Col. Lope Dagoy, command 
ing officer of the 19th Infantry 
Battalion, said Feliciano was a for- 
mer guerrilla but continued to be 
a "political organizer" in Tinghub. 

A former NPA member also in- 
formed the military that Leonora 
and Anthony acted as couriers for 
the NPA, Dagoy added. 


Leyte. 

‘The military said soldiers were 
on patrol when 10 guerrillas 
opened fire at them. 

‘The soldiers said the guerrillas 
were in a meeting before the clash, 

Chief insp. Jose B. Yap, howev- 
er, said police knew the Army was 
on its way to the village prior to 
the supposed clash, 

“We were informed by the Army 
that they would be conducting an 
operation and we were warned to 
keep our police operatives away 
from the site,” said Yap. 

The Commission on Human 
Rights in Eastern Visayas said it 
would investigate the killings of 
the four people. 

Lawyer Desiree Pontejos, offi- 
cer-in-charge of the regional 


MAASIN CITY, SOUTHERN LEYTE 
—The military insisted that the 
deaths of a couple and their 12- 
year-old son in a mountain village 
was the result of a clash with com- 
munist rebels. 

Police, however, said the mili- 
tary had alerted them of an oper- 
ation in the village, indicating 
that there was no chance en- 
counter between government sol- 
diers and guerrillas. 

Feliciano Labrador, his wife 
Leonora, son Anthony and a cer- 
tain Jezrel died in what the mili- 
tary said was a gunfight between 
soldiers and guerrillas in Baran- 
gay Tinghub in Villaba, Southern 
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INQUIRER Northern Luzon eee 
Quarry challenge stays on 2 


By Tonette Orejas on the accountability of the two 
loridablanca, Pampanga former governors. 

‘The Sandiganbayan dropped 
T= AMOUNT, P11.6 MILLION, CARRIES A that case in July 2004 when the 


, Í heavy fact. That was how much the quarry in- Ombudsman fied a motion to 
tL dustry in Pampanga, involving not more than House committees on environ- 
20 operators, paid in sand taxes in just 10 days until ment and good government did 
July 13, treasury records showed. not press charges. 


: The Lapids, in past interviews, 
$ This meant that, on the aver- Vice Gow Joseller Guiaohad done denied stealing. from publi 


age, the provincial government it in six years—the P11.6 million it * 
faked in Pl million daily in rev. im revenues collected in 10 days eeepc e edited 
enues. If that trend continues, the would win. irregularities at the level of field 
potential income can reach P300 The recent revenue was more personnel called checkers. 
million, private sector leaders ina than the P10.5 million collected 
quarry watchdog estimated. in 2004, in the transition year of No graft 
This meant, too, that the sand Sen. Manuel “Lito” Lapid and his For Floriano Rivera, former 
spewed out by Mt. Pinatubo's son, former Gov. Mark Lapid. It project manager ofthe NRDC, the ticity of receipts. Most of them hour, three-shift schedule, has and licensed plates and cuts the 
1991 eruptions, is truly a mineral was also bigger than the P29.1 Panlilio administration must fo- worked as volunteers of Panlilio maintained a maximum of four stubs from the receipt. The name 
of public wealth. million generated in 2006. „ cusoneliminating graft, now that during the election campaign. checkpoints in every town's entry of the operator and the licensed 
What can initially be gleaned Guiao said the “instantaneous” jt had proven that the quarry in- c, . and exit points. plate are written on the stubs. 
from these, said Gov Eddie increase under Panlilio further dustry wasa gold mine. Strict system Operating in a set of two The area supervisors tally the 
Panlilio, is that there is a gold put to test those numbers “Hie is running it well” Rivera _ “Taking bribes is prohibited. checkpoints, the first validates serial numbers on the stubs with 
mine in quarry. Tony Buyson, president of the | said of Panlilio's system. Father [Panlilio] will be angry,” the receipts, writes in the logbook those on the master list of re- 
The figures are burdensome, Floridablanca Pampanga Quarry Panlilio introduced two basic Jayson Sison, a volunteer, said the serial number of the receipts ceipts. These are valid only for 
though, because they raise a lot Association and one of the wit- changes. Receipts are paid in advance when interviewed at the San Fer- and the licensed plates of trucks three days. 
more questions in the almost 10- nesses in the 1998 graft case filed at the provincial treasurer's office, not nando checkpoint. and marks the receipts as “used.” What was clear during the visit 
year-old controversy. by the National Bureau of Investi- on roadside quarry checkpoints. An INQUIRER tour of seven sand- The second checkpoint coun- was that no checker handled finan- 
Ifthe alleged quarry scam were gation against the elder Lapid, Assigned there are 90 new richtownsonthenightofJulyl6  terchecks the validated receipts, cial transactions, which are now 
a contest of numbers—the way declined to comment when asked checkers who validate the authen- showed that the capitol, on a 24- logs in again the serial number managed by the treasurers office. 


Portrait of an artist ۲ 
sitting in a summit Panasonic 
ideas for life 


By Kidlat Tal 


OY, TATAY, YOU'RE ON THE FRONT PAGE OF 
today's INQUIRER," says my son, waving a July 18 


PUER EE The Ideal Fusion of Ease and Design 


the song "On the Cover of the Rolling Stone." T 7 viis 
1 scrutinize the halfpage ty of producing water is higher The Next Logical Step in Communications 


spread of delegates to the Summit where the saturation of water un- 
on Extrajudicial Killings. “Wala derground assures an easy-to-tap 
maman, eh,” 1 say. Laughingly, he supply Thus, a bubbling spring in- Digi | C di Ph 
points to a pixel cluster that must dicates a water table that has 
be me, “Yan ka, sitting behind Mr. reached the surface soil. 9 ita! Cordless 5 
Vizconde, di ba?" Extend that metaphor into the 
At the back of the throng of dis- realm of cultural habits: Consider 
tinguished delegates, my gray hair a community that is prone to phys- E 
و‎ eens EE E و ی‎  KXTG3S3IBX 
(only by me, of course) ed zone. Does this not 
with my eyes covered show a high-water 


by a sectoral name. DAYTOY TI table of macho cul- 
plate reading “Diplo- ture? 
mats” like black bars to AMIANAN Machismo is fueled 
conceal the identity of by an overdose of Hol- 
à secret witness. My portrait sit- lywood images where issues are 
ting in the summit constituted settled by gunfire, salvaging, tor- 
1/1003 ofthe plenary photo, turing, snuffing out witnesses, ete. 
. Last week, I was sitting in the Rambo films, Dirty Harry movies 
historic summit called by the or Asiong Salonga tough guy tac- 
‘Supreme Court to discuss the spate tics promote power emanating 
òf extrajudicial killings. So I was from the gun. 
surrounded by high court justices, 2x 
legal luminaries, military ‘generals, Multiplier effect 
Cabinet officials, academics, ac- Review our headlines that draw 
tivists and media. attention to Kuratong Baleleng 
E i rubouts, Rolito Go scenarios, Viz- 
‘Twist of cosmic fate conde cold-blood youth massacres, 
What was a Baguio artist doing military shoot-to-kill behavior in 
there? Call it a twist of cosmic Mendiola/Luisita or the recent Abu 
fate. My son Kidlat de Guia was Sayyaf beheading Marines. 
part of a film team to document These stories become block- 
the event. Due to an upset sto- buster movies and thus have a => 2 
mach, he begged off on the first multiplier effect on the rising tide = vi RE 
day of the summit. So my name of violence in our culture. Might | Answering System 
was submitted as possible substi- this not have bearing on the behav- 3 
tute cameraman. ior of arresting fen and tat hs 
‘The secretariat filed the added overzealous military, making them 2 pr^ Wer" ee eal 
name among the participants more prone to snuffing out jour- Compact Body 3 MEER e 
rather than classified it among me- nalists and activists? Or Abu 
dia observers. So as fate would Sayyaf turning brutal. CINE KX-TG3521BX EXTGIOSIEC 
have it, 1 was in the summit, ۵ Al these are at the expense of rug 3 5 
signed to the discussion group the old kapwa culture wherein our io a E روج مسا سس‎ 
chaired by Justice Leonardo compassion for the other served as اوه موم‎ pris, eee oe 
Quisumbing. a preno (brake) to a ferocious ani- Luigi indenter Ringer LED oli ede e eo 
He introduced me as someone mal side in us. ] ner irc 
“whose life had become a legend,” It looks farfetched and hard to Caller D/Phanebook. 
referring to my roller-coaster ca- prove. Everybody knows how com- É ‘Coler Compote ۳/0 
reer from a drama major through a mon are the images today of some- SEF dens ات‎ 
Wharton Master of Business Ad- one drawing a gun, brandishing - E fe 
ministration degree on to a Paris high-powered rifles to intimidate, deeds e Athe ds 
economist returning home as a  pistobwhipping a weaker human S ejes iin 
Baguio filmmaker and ending as a or the villain beating up the hero. n 
G-stringed adopted son of Ifugao. On the bus to Baguio, the TV E وا‎ cm 
"hat intro gave me confidence show “Lupin” was imposed on me iso SHS HSN? 
to speak my mind when he called and my fellow passengers. In a 30- 
for the group minute episode, there were at least 
thatasa nonlawyer, | knew little of 25 scenes of guns aimed threaten- 
the legal niceties previous speak- ingly: By a one-eyed young hero, 
ers had discussed. As a layman, 1 later by his girlfriend, then by uni- 
was not even well-versed with my formed Marines, by the gang boss, 
constitutional rights. by the bodyguard, ete. Almost ev- 
Just like the unique perception ery minute, somebody was 
of the child seeing the emperors fondling a gun. 
new clothes, could they consider 1 asked the delegates whether 
my view of unabated extrajudicial political murders and disappear- 


killings as evidence of the high ances are evidence of this. The ease Designed.in fin 
apan 
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"ater table of violence” in this of summary executions and the ar- 

country? rogance of assassins show how the por wry eit bon جوت‎ Deng nd wpa ae fea M 
My metaphor needed explana- Philippines will make a new Guin- 

tion. A digger of wells looking for ness Book benchmark! At the rate For dealer referrals, please call: 

water drills in an area where a we feed our youth these images, Panasonic Philippines (Sales Division of PMPC) 
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Villar: GMA is a lame-duck President 


From page Al Escudero said that Ms Arroyo Sen. Mar Roxas scored Ms Ar- services and transactions? Or are that the President wants to end cis Pangilinan. 

specific about who she was refer- was probably realizing that her royo for lavishing praise on local we going to borrow again? The her term in 2010 with a solid Asked about her presidential 
ring to. "There are a lot of inter- stayin power was nearing its end. government officials while leav- bottom line in all these is money. foundation that her successor can ambition, Legarda said: “My po- 
pretations when she says if some- "She feels that she is slowly be- ing unanswered the question of The rest are just plain conversa- continue to build on,” said Bunye. litical strength comes not from 
One would get in the way But we coming ‘a lame-duck president, where she would get the money tion," Estrada said. Bunye was asked who the Pres- any political position, but it em: 
are an independent Senate, its she has a lot of allies that have to bankroll their proposed infras- Sen. Loren Legarda said that ident was referring to toward the _anates from the Filipino people.” 
not always possible for us to say abandoned her and refused to tructure projects in the face of she came out of the Batasang end of her address on Monday يي‎ 7 

yes, yes (to whatever she wants). follow her” Escudero said in a ra- dwindling tax collections. (Story Pambansa still wondering how when she said she expected her Mixed signals 

‘We might do that at home, but not dio interview. on PageAl.) the President intended to achieve economic programs to bear fruit Ms Arroyo has given mixed sig- 
in the Senate,” Villar said. Executive Secretary Eduardo “The people deserve to know her targets. and that whoever succeeded her, nals on her political future. In a 

The senators also demanded Ermita told the Inquirer that Ms the full details of the finance de- “People don't care about the “he or she will have an easier speech at the Subic Freeport last 
that Ms Arroyo provide acategor- Arroyo wanted only to convey the partments plan to meet its rev- projects that she wants to build, time.” Wednesday, she joked: “Who 
ical statement on her exit from message to the presidential hope- enue shortfall: Which prime gov- what people like Mang Ambo و‎ 1 : 2 knows? I may run for Congress in 
Malacafiang. fuls in 2010 that "I won't get in ernment assets will be sold, for care about is whether there will ‘Loren’s face lights up my hometown.” 

Villar said he continued to your way, so don’t get in my way, how much and on what terms? be food on the table or not. Sadly, “I saw Loren’s (face) light up,” _ Asked to elaborate, Bunye said 
doubt Ms Arroyo would step too. Who are the prospective buyers? the President failed to address Bunye said. the statement that Ms Arroyo is- 
down and that she might prolong Will the bidding process be cut this,” said Legarda. Legarda is one of only two sen- sued on Monday said it all. Later, 
her stay in office through a shit Unanswered questions short just to meet the deadline? |. |. ators to twice top the senatorial he sent the INQUIRER a transcript 
toa unicameral system. “Her speech was meant to Roxas said. Quiet life planned races, the other being former Sen. of Ms Arroyo's interview with 

Sen, Francis Escudero said he show her self-confidence, that Sen. Jinggoy Estrada con- Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye Jovito Salonga. She is the only Reuters on July 12 where she said 
opposition had taken Ms Arroyos she won't be a lame duck They curred with Roxas. sought to squelch speculation woman among the current crop when asked what she would do at 
declaration with a grain of salt, (opposition) have to help the ad- "Are we to expect another about Ms Arroyo's intentions, of presidential wannabes in the the end of her term: “I haven't 
pointing to her Rizal Day state- ministration, otherwise they round of new taxes and increases saying she was bent on leading a Senate who include Villar, Roxas thought that far ahead; I am only 
nent that she won't seek aterm might not achieve what they in charges, levies, rates, duties quietlife attheendofherterm. (who topped the 2004 Senate focused on governing and im- 
extension in 2004. want," Ermita said. and other fees for government “There should also be no doubt race), Richard Gordon and Fran- proving the economy.” 


LET TRILLANES IN: Sen. Edgardo Angara interpellates Sen. Aquilino Pimentel on his resolution to allow Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV to 
attend Senate sessions and petition to place the detained senator in the custody of the Senate. (Story on Page A2.) ROGERMARCALLO 


Senators see red over blue ribbon committee chair 


From page Al mota condition, it's just what I “The opposition must take tion in the Senate. tendance were LacsonyLegarda,, ate would be able to carry out the 
dent by the administration-led want to happen.” charge of the blue ribbon because “The blueribbon should be giv- Mar Roxas, Rodelfo-Biazon;Jamby mandate of the people who voted 
coalition in the Senate on Mon- 6 it is the one that will investigate en to any of the eight members Madrigal, Benigno Aquino lil and a" overwhelmingly for the opposi- 
day, Villar has been under fire. Part of horse-trading? government malfeasance,” said here because if you look at the -representative of Antonio Trillanes tion in the last elections. 

Supporters from the opposition Escudero said that “probably, 1 Escudero, who cited Sen. Panfilo function of the committee, it is IV Pimentel excluded Villar, Estra- “The people's mandate is clear 
and administration” have would have thought twice, I Lacson and Sen. Aquilino Pi- designed to ferret out wrongdo- da, Escudero and Alan Peter in the last elections. The people 
threatened to abandon him if would have had second thoughts” mentel Jr. as among those inter- ing by the administration. If you Cayetano from the opposition after are looking for a Senate that is in- 
he makes an unacceptable on his support for Villar as Senate ested in the post. are an administration senator they struck an alliance with thead- dependent and will serve as a 
choice, President. Escudero, however, Despite being reduced to the holding that position, chances are ministration blocin the Senate. counterbalance to the excesses of 

“We had already talked even stressed that he did not know if minority bloc, Pimentel said that the truth will not come out,” Pi- |. the executive,” Roxas said. 

before the Senate President the blue ribbon committee was the blue ribbon chair should mentel said during the caucus of Litmus test Lacson said that an administra- 
election that the blue ribbon part of Villars horse-trading with come from the ranks of the eight the opposition at the Manila Polo Roxas said the blue ribbon tion senator could not work as a 
committee should go to the op- the administration for securing opposition members who did not Club on Sunday. committee would serve as the  fiscalirer because he was bound 
position,” Escudero said. "Thats the Senate President post. join the administration-led coali- Aside from Pimentel, those inat- “litmus test” of whether the Sen- by the “stringent” rules. 


High court defers action on TRO against terror law 


From page Al ident Teofisto Guingona, Na- ment Network Inc. and lawyer ing Defense Secretary Norberto ed July 16, the tribunal assigned tioned ro ensure that in the im- 
three petitions filed last week tional Artist Bienvenido Lum- Soliman Santos, and the Kilusang Gonzales and Philippine Nation- the first, second and third divi- plementation of the Human Se- 
questioning the HSA for al. bera, civil society leader Renato Mayo Uno, National Federation al Police Director General Oscar sions to handle cases in Metro curity Act, respect for human 
legedly being unconstitutional, Constantino Jr, retired Col. of Labor Unions-KMU and Center Calderon. Manila and Luzon; the 18th, 19th rights, which shall be absolute 
violative of human rights and Gerry Cunanan, film director for Trade Union and Human cre and 20th divisions for cases in the and protected at all times, shall 
having a flawed definition of Carlitos Siguion-Reyna, and the rights. 9 CA divisions Visayas, and the 21st, 22nd and not be prejudiced,” the order 
terrorism. militant groups Bagong ‘Those named respondents in The Supreme Court has also 23rd divisions for cases in Min- read in part. 

‘The HSA took effect on July 15 Alyansang Makabayan, the petitions were President designated nine Court of Ap- danao. It was signed by Chief Justice 
amid fears that it would be used Gabriela, Kilusang Magbubukid Macapagal-Arroyo, Executive peals divisions to handle cases _ It also said the appellate court Reynato Puno and Justices 
to crack down on political dis- ng Pilipinas, League of Filipino Secretary Eduardo Ermita, involving terrorism and conspir- divisions should see to it that hu- Leonardo Quisumbing and Con- 
senters and lead to human rights Students, Health Alliance Armed Forces Chief of StaffGen. acy to commit terrorism, as well man rights were not violated. suelo Ynares-Santiago. 
abuses. Democracy and Alliance of Con- Hermogenes Esperon, Justice as requests for wiretapping, “There is need now to desig- Marquez said the high court 

One of the petitions against cerned Teachers. Secretary Raul Gonzalez, Interi- which is allowed under the nate the specific divisions of designated the appellate di 
the HSA was filed jointly by, ^ Two other petitions were filed or Secretary Ronaldo Puno, Na- HSA. the Court of Appeals which sions upon the request of Gonza- 
among others, former Vice Pres- by Southern Hemisphere Engage- tional Security Adviser and Act- In an administrative order dat- shall handle the cases men- lezand Puno. 


Sunday Inquirer ... 


1 Work Big 


On small budget 


1 
From page Al SIM is staffed by publisher Le- 
readers, edging out Panorama ica Carpo, executive editor Pen- 
with 531,000 readers (48 per- nie Azarcon-de la Cruz, associate 1 
cent) and Starweek with 202,000 editor Ruel de Vera and staffwrit- B 43 
readers (18 percent). er Eric Caruncho. 

The total number of readers Nielsen's 13th Media Index cov- 
exceeded 100 percent because ered 2,550 respondents aged 10 
some respondents read two or years and older from all socioeco- 
more magazines. nomic classes in 22 cities in Luzon, 

The Nielsen survey also found the Visayas and Mindanao. It used 
that SIM appealed more to wom- multistage random sampling and 
en, who comprised 69 percent of had a margin of error of plus or 
the magazine's total readers minus 2 percentage points. 

By age group, SIM attracted Last month, Nielsen also re- 
both ads and young people, eased survey results that showed 2 
with the following breakdown: the Philippine Daily Inquirer was 1 i 
readers aged 20 to 29 comprised the most read bosish inthe | 50% brighter 
31 percent of readership; readers country, with an estimated 1.47 “at no extra cost! From a meeting room to a large conference room, Infocus Work Big. 
aged 10 to 19, 26 percent; readers million readers. Manila Bulletin E di aen eren diced ng e 
aged 40 to 49, 18 percent; readers came in second with around 1.27 || P33 990 مه‎ i wel کم ی‎ nfrus pcs you the itae, 1 
aged 30 to 39, 17 percent, and million readers, while the Philip- | سرك سسا حيط اس مج و‎ POR Rd U The PK etre 
readers aged 50 and up, 8 percent. pine Star came in third with an Zyearwarranty enhance and Mustrate your Ideas. 

Now on its 21st year, SIM was estimated 1.15 million readers. 
launched in March 1986 with cur- Nielsen Media Research is one of 
rent Iguman editor in chief Leticia the leading providers of television j 
Jimenez-Magsanoc at its helm. It audience measurement and adver- Enjoy P8,000 more savings! 
هه‎ the ii عع‎ mud. L^ Buya Work Big IN24+ or Ie projector and geta -H-Resoluton 1024 x 708 XGA 
2002 and was reformatted as a wide. It used to release the Media تج سین‎ A RE ود‎ P49,900 
full-color glossy magazine in Octo- Index annually but in 2006 it start- From July 16 - July 31, 2007 ——— 
ber last year. Ithas since focused on ed conducting the readership sur- - 
special themes every week. vey twice a year. Inquirer Research 
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Congress to push cheap medicine bill 


By Christian V. Esguerra Law to allow, for instance, hepar  ThereasonAlackofquorum. Iloilo Rep. Janette Garin, one was the price set by the act 
impomtüonofpaeneddng. _ Attendance pi او‎ the proponents of HB 6095, The ster, Garin said, would 
The House, with Biron's group rogram yesterday said the time frame set be more effective in lowering 
APIECE OF LEGISLATION THAT WOULD LOWER „aking the lead, came up with its “In one week, we will submita by De Venecia for the passage of drug prices. 
medicine prices in the country will be resurrected own version of the act known as powerful program to ensure at- the price measure was doable. She said congressmen backing 
i House Bill No. 6035. Biron end tendance, with punitive actions ^ But she said the measure need the new bill were optimistic it 
and finally passed soon. his group said the House bill was against those who are habitually not be the Cheaper Medicines Act would pass this time, supposedly 
“lt can be passed in 45 days,” Congress would be to arrive at a a much stronger version of the absent," De Venecia said. bata “new” bil fled by Biron which following commitments of sup- 
reelected Speaker Jose de Vene- consensus between the groups of Roxas measure. He said the attendance pro- seeks to lower medicine coss port from Senate President 
eia said yesterday of the Cheaper Sen Manuel Roxas IintheSenate But HB 6035 failed to make it gram was being prepared by Ma- through a priceregulation system. _ Manuel Villar and Senators Loren 
Medicinas Act of 2007, which ran and of lloilo Rep. Ferjenel Biron in to the bicameral conference com- jority Leader Arthur Defensor Garin sid the proposed Drug Legarda and Panfilo Lacson. 
inte roadblocks in the last the House ofRepresentatives. mittee—where the Senate and and Representatives Michael Price Regulation Act would lower “Senator Roxas really doesnt 
Congress. Roxas authored Senate Bill No. House versions would have been John Duavit of Rizal, Juan Edgar- the cost of medicine by setting price want the drug price regulation sys- 
De Venecia said the key to pass- 2263 which focused on key amend- consolidated—after the lower do Angara of Aurora and Amelita “ceilings.” An antibiotic, for instance, temi so we approached the other sen- 
ing the measure in the new ments to the Intellectual Property chamber failed to pass it. Villarosa of Occidental Mindoro.  cantbesoldformorethanPlOifthis ators,” Garin told the INQURER ~ 
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Now with even faster connections and more applications to help you stay on top of things at home or at work even when 
you're on the move. Access email, video-conference with business partners all from the comfort of just about anywhere. 
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NOKIA E90 COMMUNICATOR FEATURES: 


Global High-Speed Connectivity Via HSDPA, 3G, WLAN, and Quadband GSM 

* Full screen internet browsing on a widescreen display with 16M color allows you to check stock market updates, 
news and more. 

* Video-conferencing capabilities lets you meet with clients, staff and even family when you're out of town. 
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* Access corporate and personal email and view important documents anytime, anywhere. 
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DID YOU KNOW... . 


THE LOCATION of government financing agencies is just a text message away, 
at least for Globe subscribers. The "Micro Asenso!” Tex Faciity launched early 
this month allows Globe subscribers to get the contact information of more than 
3,000 microfinancing institutions (MEF in the country. To find an VIF in Metro 
Manila, one should type “micro (space find [space] name of city” and send itto 
2973. To locate an MFI in a province, this message should be sent to the same 
number: “micro {space find [space] name of province [comma] name of 
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Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


majority of the deep wells from 
which the PWCC drew its water 
supply have dried up one after 
the other. 

“This has resulted in reduced wa- 
ter supply on a regular 24-hour ba- 
sis to more than 10,000 households, 
prompting them to buy their water. 
from water haulers despite the exor- 
bitant prices,” he explained. 

De Jesus added that water 
haulers charge the residents P90 
per cubic meter, compared to the 
P23.53 per cubic meter that 
Maynilad charges households in 
Tahanan Village. 


ring beers 


lots available! 
MIN. BID PRICE 
.| P 227,550 
8 P 0 


town.” Each message costs P2.50. 


filed at the HLURB. To be named 
respondents in the petition are 
subdivision developer BF Homes 
Inc. (BFH) and PWCC, a sub- 
sidiary of BFHI which has its own 
‘water pipeline network and pum- 
ping facilities. 

Maynilad has been negotiating 
with the two firms to allow it to 
supply water to the area using the 
subdivision's existing main pipe- 
line and PWCC's facilities. 

The request, however, had 
been turned down by BFHI and 
PWCC. De Jesus pointed out that 
through poor maintenance, the 
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Solution to BF water woes in sight 


Homeowners to file petition seeking water concessionaire's entry 


over the facilities of the Philip- 
pine Waterworks and Construc- 
tion Corp. (PWCC), which exclu- 
sively manages and supplies wa- 
ter to the subdivision. 

Bernabe's spokesperson, Nel- 
son Lacambra, said the separate 
resolutions would then be at- 
tached to a joint petition to be 
signed by the 72 presidents of the. 
homeowners’ groups. 

The petition would be submit- 
ted to the office of the city admin- 
istrator and to Bernabe, who 
‘would endorse the petition to the 
MWSS and Maynilad before it is 


sentatives of homeowners asso- 
ciations during a meeting. Also 
present during the meeting was 
Maynilad president Rogelio 
Singson who advised the repre- 
sentatives to draw up individual 
resolutions invoking Presiden- 
tial Decree 1345. 

"The decree allows the 5 
to take over the water system of a 
subdivision, particularly in areas 
where the supply is inadequate or 
not potable. 

In the case of BF Homes 
Parafiaque, Maynilad and the 
MWSS may be allowed to take 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


TO PUT AN END TO THEIR PROBLEMS, DIFFE- 


rent homeowners groups in BF Homes Parafiaque 
City have agreed to ask Maynilad Water to take over 
the operation and distribution of water in the subdi- 


maintain the centralized water 
system in the area. 

“I believe we have given am- 
ple time to everybody, individu- 
als or groups, and the time for a 
final solution has come. The first 
major step would have to come 
from you,” Bernabe told repre- 


vision. City Mayor Florencio 

Bernabe Jr. said the residents 
would file a joint petition asking 
the Housing and Land Use Regu- 
latory Board (HLURB) to allow 
Maynilad and the Metropolitan 
Waterworks and Sewerage Sys- 
tem (MWSS) to operate and 
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Alcano posts bail for abuse raps 


She added that no woman in her right mind 
would admit to having been raped unless the 
charges were true, citing a previous ruling of the 
Supreme Court. “Settled is the rule that a candid 
narration by a victim of how she was raped bears 
the earmarks of credibility" Romano said. 

Following the filing of the case against him, 
‘Alcano has been ordered by a QC Regional 
‘Trial Court to stay at least 1,000 meters away 
from his daughter. 

Rodriguez, meanwhile, said they have filed 
a motion to dismiss the charges against his 
client, particularly for violating RA 9262 or 
the ‘Act Defining Violence Against Women 
and their Children.” 

He explained that although his client was 
charged with rape and acts of lasciviousness, 
the Quezon City Prosecutor's Office had dis- 
missed the accusation that Alcano violated 
RA9262. 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


WORLD POOL CHAMPION RONATO “RO- 
nie” Alcano yesterday posted bail for the rape 
and child abuse cases filed against him by his 
teenage daughter. 

Alcano's lawyer, Vic Rodriguez, said his 
client posted a bail bond of P80,000—20 per- 
cent of the P400,000 bail recommended by 
the Quezon City Prosecutor's Office. 

In a three-page resolution, Assistant City 

Prosecutor Corazon Romano earlier said she 
found probable cause to indict Alcano for 
rape and for violating Section 5 of Republic 
Act 7610 or the Anti-Child Abuse Law. 
„ “Complainant emphatically narrated that 
She was sexually molested by her father and 
when she described all the incidents that tran- 
spired, she did it with her right sense as it 
could be,” Romano said, 
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Politics boi: eyed in Quezon City barangay chair's slay‏ 


By Jeannette |, Andrade ermen served as lookouts. 

The gunman then fled on foot 
POLICE ARE EYEING POLITICS while his companions got on a 
in the killing of a Quezon City passenger jeepney bound for the |. 

H 

A0. chr of Quezon Ci Tell area rushed | By Julie M. Aurelio sandy referred to Manotocs She was referring to the 20- not among the group of men who‏ ا 
Barangay Central, was shot seven Sikat to the Lung Center of the 5 Sensing a me ot the Merc year reign of strongman Lig Bro cosets‏ 
times in front of his constituents Philippines where he was de- , “PLEASESTOP DRAGGING jan as a justification for the mod- nand Marcos, Manotoc's grand- statements of the wimes-‏ 
by a still unidentified armed man clared dead on arrival. | Marcos family into this. els reportedly violent behavior. father, which ended in 1986. _ses—Edie Evardone, a bar bouncer,‏ 


Go slow on Borgy, lawyer asks media | | 
| 
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i val موی‎ | , This was the request of the "First of all, the Marcosesare Brown, who accused Ma- Carlos Layug, a bar customer, Amel 
سم‎ ee ممه‎ c Mebes of the Scene of the | lawyerofFerandoMartin"Bor- no longer in power There i no noroc of beating him up outside Tagan and Marjorie Palabrica, 
forum. he site of che shootingrecovered SY” Manotoc yesterday as he need to drag the family into the Embassy Bar in Taguig City, both security guards—were indud- 

AAT. ing to SOI Demos. srempuycidifom paies فک‎ the presto stop “sensa- this dbelmoerpotedour submited Ris reply tothe mod. edinManotocsaficavi fled on Ju- 
thenes Rebancos of the Quezon  pistolanda slug. , onalizing" the bar brawl on But Brown's mother, Mara els counter-affidavit at the city lylO. 
Gop oles Dict dil Dr. Rebancos said that one of | April 9 that allegedly inolred ao ie Trem, sai ME enone office yesterday. The four claimed that Manotoc 
ان اف‎ those present at the meeting ۳ commercial model and حت‎ think he ce has been یط‎ earlier asked Prose- even tried to stop the brawl. | 
VOCHD.CIDU) the imcienthap. were able to geta good look at lo Brown, grandson of another tonalized: 1 cutor Ricardo Estrabo to dismiss But in his nine-page rejoinder 

ned at 7:45 p.m. inside the the faces of the suspects be- prominent family. “ifImention the history ofthe the charges of serious physical affidavit, Brown maintained 
Fined at 745, pan. nse Coase they were all wearing, | e iing themedia motto Marcoses in relation to his injuries filed against him for that Manotoc was one of those 
the comer of Quezon Avenue and baseball caps. | attack my client. This case has (Manotoc) behavior regarding lack of merit, claiming that the who beathim up. : 
Agham Road. seal ¢ added that the | become too sensationalized,” my son, that’s because the fami- complaint “was a good exercise . "The report bespeaks the in- 

‘Rebancos said that a man ap- dim lights in the multipurpose ‘Abraham Espejo told reporters. _ly’s history needs to be retold all in fiction writing." „juries I had sustained by reason 
proached Sikat and shot him with hall did not help at all in identi- ‘Asked why he thought so, Espe- over again so people won't for- — He added that he has four wit- of the assault made upon me by 
24S caliber pistol while two oth- fying the suspects. jo said Brown's camp had con- get,” she told the INQUIRER. ‘nesses who testified that he was Manotoc,” Brown added. 


Cops launch hunt GEN MA رز‎ See 
for missing gas 
station manager 


By Kristine L, Alave 


A GAS STATION MANAGER SUSPECTED OF 3 ei x ERR 
stealing nearly half a million pesos from the 

establishment's vault just after midnight on ^a 

Monday is now the object of a manhunt. 

‘The suspect was identified as Jimboy Gin- 
tapan, 26, a resident of Rosario Street in Pa- 
teros, and manager of the Flying V Gas Sta- 
tion in Barangay Buting, Pasig City. 

In his report to the police, Jones Ballesteros, 
the gas station owner, accused Gintapan of ta- 
king with him P452,700, representing the sta- 
tion's earnings on July 20, 21 and 22. 

Ballesteros, 41, a resident of Cainta, Rizal 
province, said that when he checked the gas 
station's vault at about 1:30 a.m. Monday, he 
found it empty. 

About an hour before Ballesteros disco- 8 
vered the loss, employees of the gas station. + high performance: businesses. With 
said they saw Gintapan leaving the establish- x ~ 


"over 158,000 people i in 49 countries, 
station manager, Gintapan is in charge of tal- few organizations are able to match 
om | our industry knowledge and process 


ment carrying a box. 
Ballesteros’ wife, Rasil, told the INQUIRER 
that only Gintapan had access to the vault. As 


E a a E TU ua expertise, our global resources or our 
for the previous week, has not returned to 5 
Work since the incident. As he could not be [REN proven track record. That's probably 


reached by phone, the owners decided to call 
the police instead, 


EOM why we've-worked with over two 
e Li n 
E" تان‎ 7... | 2 thirds of the FORTUNE? Global 500. 


Man texts suicide note to girl 


26-YEAR-OLD man sent his girlfriend 2 suicide 2 In the Philippines we have over. 0 
mote through text before kiling himself in No- ids 

lliches, Qi City. A white towel ind 'enalsdr A ۳ 
ound f Wm. e! Manila ro 


hanging from a wooden beam in his rented room 
ataround 9 p.m. Monday. His body was discov- 
ered by Maria Teresa Tumampoc, 19, his girl- 
friend, who went to the victim's house after re- 
ceiving his text message on Sunday night. The 
‘message read in Filipino: "Goodbye. | love you 
very much. Remember that and | hope you will 
find someone who will love you as much as | 
did." Police sald that based on their investigation, 
Lalaguna had been distraught after receiving 
news about his wife who lived in the province. 
Jeannette |. Andrade 


outsourcin Serv 
Bank loses P30,000 to thieves 9 
FOUR robbers broke into a bankin Las Pinas City a diverse range 5 تا یی‎ in 


yesterday and made off with P30,000 without fir- 
«Europe, Asia and North America. This 


Inga singe shot The incident happened atthe 
Fist Macro Ban, located on Real St. in Barangay i 9۳ 
Pulanglupa tinal investigation revealed that, 
four unidetied men, armed with 4S ca and 9 Gives aur employees the opportuni 
mm pistols, entered the bank at 11:10 a.m. and d 
ameuncnd ino heist. One of tne robbers dis- 
armed Manuel lea S7 a security guard of te 
bank. They then took P30,000 in cash, three cell 
Phones an the personal belongings f some of 
Phe barics customers and employees, Thesus- 
pects escaped on board two motorcycles Tol- 
lowed by a silver Mitsubishi Lancer. 

Julie M. Aurelio 


3 men injured in Manila fire 
ANOTHER fire broke out in Sta. Cruz, Manila yes- 
terday, a day after two school buildings burned 
down on Alvarez Street. Three men were injured 
in the fire on Ma. Clara Street which razed at least. 
10 houses at around 4:14 a.m. yesterday. Arson 
investigator SFO2 Wilson Tana said the fire was 
put out an hour later. Those injured were identi- 
fied as Ramil Reyes, 41, who sustained second- 
degree burns in the arm; Jonjon Fajardo, 45, who 
suffered cut on his left arm; and Michael San = 
Jose, whose left toe was injured. Tana sald a 8 
brownout hit the area the night before. An unat- 
tended candle or lamp could have started the fire 
which began In the two-story house owned by 
Willie Angeles. Damage to property was estimat- 
ed at P900,000. Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim, 
meanwhile, yesterday ordered an investigation of 
reports that firemen from a nearby station did not 
respond immediately when a fire hit two school 
buildings last Sunday. Lim directed Manila Police 
District acting director, Senior Supt. Danilo Abar- 
205a, to look into complaints that firefighters 
from the Quiricada police station, just a stone's 
throw away from the fire on Alvarez Street, were 
slow to respond. The Incusea called up city fire 
marshal Pablito Cordeta for comment but was 
Allison W. Lopez 


told that he was in a meeting. 


BEEN A?! 
China claims 
world's first 
cloned rabbit 


BEIJING—CHINA HAS PRODUCED THE 
world’s first cloned rabbit using a biological 
process that takes cells from a fetus, state me- 
dia said on Tuesday. 

The female rabbit, which weighed 60 
grams at birth in February, was now growing 
normally at an animal center in Shanghai, the 
China Daily said. 

Scientists have cloned mice, cattle and oth- 
er animals since the first cloned sheep, Dolly, 
was born in 1996. Malaysia is even trying to 
clone some of its threatened leatherback tur- 
esto save them from extinction. 

But it was only in 2002 that French scien- 
tists produced the world's first cloned rabbit 
using cells from an adult female rabbit, the 
paper said. 

‘The Chinese rabbit was the world's first to 
be cloned using “fibroblast” cells from a fetal 
rabbit, the China Daily said. 

“Chinese cloning research has reached a 
global advanced level,” the newspaper quot- 
ed Wang Hongguang, director of the China 
Center for Biotechnology Development, un- 
der the Ministry of Science and Technology, as 
saying. 

“We can reproduce almost all the cloning 
results in top-class laboratories around the 
world. However, we are lacking in original 
creations such as the newly cloned rabbit.” 

It was not clear if the findings had been 
published in a scientific journal or indepen- 
dently verified. Reuters 


US targets 
Nokor nuclear 
deal by 2008 


WASHINGTON—THE UNITED STATES HAS 
set 2008 as the target for full implementation 
of an accord to end North Koree's nuclear 
weapons drive, including a final peace deal 
for the Korean peninsula, top United States 
nuclear envoy Christopher Hill said on Mon- 
day. 

"It would be in 2008 we would really want to 
wrap this up,” he told reporters in Washington 
on his return from six-party talks in Beijing. 

“The sooner the better, I mean, from my 
humble perspective. But in 2008 we would 
hope to wrap this up, I hope it wouldn't take 
12 months," Hill said. 

‘With the next US presidential elections in 
November 2008, the administration of Presi- 
dent George W. Bush is eager to complete the 
implementation of the complex nuclear deal 
before he vacates the White House. 

Under the deal, North Korea has to disable 
its nuclear arsenal in return for aid and diplo- 
matic and security guarantees, including 
diplomatic relations with Washington and a 
permanent accord to formally end the 1950- 
53 Korean Wer. 

North Korea has already shut down its 
main Yongbyon nuclear reactor as promised 
under a Feb. 13 accord reached by the six par: 
ties—the US, China, Russia, the two Koreans 
and Japan. 

In September, the six parties hope to adopt 
a comprehensive program with possibly a 
2007 deadline for North Korea to declare and 
disable its entire nuclear arsenal under phase 
two of the nuclear accord. AFP 
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Road mishap in Malaysia. 

KUALA LUMPUR-— Eleven people died and four 
others were seriously injured on Tuesday when 
their van crashed into the back ofa truck on a. 
Malaysian highway, police said. The two 
Malaysians and nine citizens of Burma (Myan- 
mar) who died were traveling on Malaysia's East 
Coast Highway toward Kuala Lumpur when the 
pre-dawn accident occurred, said Ahmad Fadzi- 
Jah Mohamed, acting police chief of Temerloh 
district. Four other Burmese who were in the van 
have been hospitalized, Ahmad said, adding that 
the weather was foggy and the van driver was be- 
lieved to have been sleepy. The driver of the truck 
was not injured. AP 


Suicide blast kills 26 in Iraq 
HILLA, IRAQ—A suicide car bomb exploded 
across the street from a children’s hospital in the 
Iraqi city of Hilla on Tuesday, kiling at least 28 
people and wounding 68, police and medical ofi 
cials said. "Most of the wounded were women 
and children, and the blast destroyed 15 vehicles 
and about 20 nearby shops,” said Lt. Eid al- 
Shammari of the local police. Dr. Mohammed 
Dhia, head surgeon at the Hilla hospital con- 
firmed the casualties, adding that 25 of those 
wounded had serious injuries, including severe 
burns. AFP 


Korean hostages get reprieve 
KABUL— The Taliban on Monday gave 23 Korean 
hostages another 24 hours to live to allow the 
South Korean government to open direct talks 
with the kidnappers, a Taliban spokesperson said 
on Monday. Spokesperson Qari Mohammad 
Yousuf said negotiations with the Afghan govern: 
ment were going nowhere and South Korea had 
until sundown on Tuesday to agree to withdraw 
Its 200 troops from Afghanistan. Unless it did so, 
the Taliban would start killing the captives. It was, 
the second time the Taliban had extended their 
deadline by 24 hours. Yousuf said a German 
hostage the Taliban had said they had killed was 
still alive along with four Afghans and they were 
‘still held hostage. Reuters 
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8 dead in Indon landslides 


theregion on Monday. 

In Uweruru village, a landslide hit on 
Sunday and a second followed after dusk 
Monday, burying several buildings, in- 
duding a small mosque being used as a 
temporary shelter for survivors, district 
police chief Sri Suharsono said. 

“But we have as yet no report on the 
number of victims buried in this land- 
slide,” Suharsono said. 

Flooding in Central Sulawesi, where il- 
egal logging is reported to be rampant, 
submerged 16 villages in May and also 
forced thousands to flee to higher 
ground, The south of Sulawesi was hit by 
floods in June last year, leaving 250 dead 
and 100 missing. 

Deforestation reduces the capacity of 
the ecosystem to regulate water and also 
leads to soil erosion and landslides. AFP 


Ed 
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‘The health ministry tallied seven con- 
firmed deaths with 45 people missing, 
‘while the number of injured was un- 
known and at least 82 homes were com- 
pletely destroyed, Pakaya told AFP 

‘A Hercules transport plane laden with 
six tonnes of medical supplies and food 
left Jakarta at dawn Tuesday, while three. 
doctors traveling to the affected area 
from a regional hospital were stranded 
en route, he added. 

Search and rescue efforts were ham- 
pered by flooded and blocked roads into 
affected areas, while poor weather made 
flights and sea travel dangerous, the dis- 
aster control task force's Abbas said. 

"We are not even sure whether teams 
of soldiers and police dispatched to the 
area have arrived," he said. 

The teams left from various towns in 
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LATEST CATASTROPHE 


of homes and severing transport links. 

On Tuesday, two-meter high waters al- 
so swept through Banggai district fo the 
east, said Rustam Pakaya, from the health 
ministry's crisis center in the Indonesian 
capital Jakarta. 

"The floods have affected some 20,000 
people in 16 villages there, he said, while 
the homes of some 16,000 others in Mo- 
rowali were inundated. 

Entire villages remain cut off in the 
area, located about 1,600 kilometers 
northeast of Jakarta, with torrents of 
mud and water wiping out access 
bridges. 

People are taking refuge in mosques 
and the homes of relatives, Pakaya said. 

A provincial health office team was 
heading to the affected area by raft but 
they could not be immediately reached. 
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J,  INDONESIA—INDONESIAN 
search and rescue workers struggled in 
bad weather on Tuesday to reach sur- 
vvivors in flooded and landslide-hit Cen- 
tral Sulawesi, as the death toll from the 
disaster rose to 58. 

"The floods have affected some 36,000 
people and are the latest in a string of 
natural catastrophes to hit Indonesia, 
where activists have long warned that 
logging and a failure to reforest denuded 
Jand will lead to repeat tragedies. 

‘The head of the Central Sulawesi dis- 
aster control task force, Frits Abbas, said 
that 58 people had been killed, but that 
more victims were still buried under de- 
bis. 

Days of heavy rains sparked floods that. 
inundated Central Sulawests Morowali 
district on Sunday, demolishing hundreds 
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Democratic 
presidential 
bets debate 
via YouTube 


CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLI- 
na—Democratic White House 
hopefuls made history on Mon- 
day, parrying Internet video ques- 
tions from voters soured on mod- 
em politics, in a sign of the web's 
booming role in elections. 

“Wassup? asked the first ques- 
tioner Zach Kempf from Provo, 
Utah, ina greeting heralding an un- 
conventional two-hour 2008 cam- 
paign debate hosted by video-shar- 
ing website YouTube and broadcast 
by CNN from South Carolina, 

Front-runner Hillary Clinton, 
Sen. Barack Obama, former senator 
John Edwards and five other long- 
shot candidates, faced a selection 
from the 3,000 YouTube videos sub- 
mitted, played to them on a large 
screen. 

The debate was seen as a bid to 
harness the power of the web, as 
citizens armed with only webcams 
and computers demanded a say in. 
politics dominated by multi-million 
dollar warchests, wealthy consul- 
tants and corporate media. 

But if the medium was uncon- 
ventional, candidates rolled out an- 
swers straight from tried-and-tested 
political playbooks, duelling on 
Iraq, Darfur, gay marriage, health- 
care, tax policy and education. 

In one poignant video, the moth- 
er of a young soldier about to de- 
ploy to iraq asked "how many more 
soldiers must die while these politi 
cal games continue in our govem- 
ment?” 

Clinton thanked the woman for 
her familys service and later said 
“we need to set a timeline to begin 
bringing qur troops home now" 

AFP 


ig, : 
Malaysia 


Pr 
Celebrating ŞO Years of Nationhood 


If you're having a blast, let's 
hear you scream! The theme 
park at Genting Highlands 
promises hair-raising rides 
that will turn your world 
upside down. Thrill your 
senses in an exciting world 
of fantasy and adventure, and 
be captivated by entertaining 
shows. Excitement works up 
an appetite, so tuck in at any 
of the tempting food outlets. 
And if that's not your idea 
of fun, how about a round 
of golf or some shopping 
instead? Whatever you choose 
to enjoy, you'll find yourself 
à brand 


leaving with new 


outlook on life. And maybe 


even a new hairdo. 
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convicted of infecting Libyan children with HIV arrive in Sofia on July 24, after being 


ity ends 


mation that global warming is al- 
ready affecting world rainfall pat- 
tems, 

Changes in climate were bring- 
ing more precipitation to northem 
Europe, Canada and northern Rus- 
sia but less to swathes of sub-Saha- 
Tan Africa, southem India and 
Southeast Asia, according to scien- 
tists with Environment Canada. 

AFP 
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freed by Libya under a deal with the European U 


what Libya's critics called a human rights scandal an 
African state to complete a process of normalizing ties with the outside world. 


Europe fights extremes—floods and heat wave 


tricity substation which serves 
500,000 homes. 

Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
earlier linked the floods to climate 
change and pledged 200 million 
pounds ($411 million) extra fund. 
ing, plus a review to address future 
issues. 

His comments came as a study 
released in the British science jour- 
nal Nature yielded the first confir- 
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Fortunately for residents of the 
area, the Environment Agency said 
that the River Seven had reached a 
peak there, just 5 centimeters below 
the main wall protecting the city 
center and the power station. 

‘The Royal Air Force evacuated 
around 150 people in its biggest ev- 
er peacetime rescue, while over 100 
Royal Navy sailors were sent to bol- 
ster flood defenses around the elec- 
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Libya frees B 


SOFIA—SIX FOREIGN MEDICS CONVICTED OF 
infecting Libyan children with HIV arrived in 
Sofia on Tuesday after being freed by Libya under 


Union. 


the Libyan contacted by telephone 
from Algiers said. 

‘The medics were accompanied 
by EU External Relations Commis- 
sioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner and 
France's First Lady Cecilia Sarkozy, 
who had been in Tripoli to help 
their release. 

“This decision will open the way 
for a new and enhanced relation- 
ship between the BU and Libya and 
reinforce our ties with the Mediter- 
ranean region and the whole of 
Africa,” Ferrero-Waldner said in a 
statement on arrival in Sofia. 

"The Libyan close to the negotia- 
tions said European countries had 
agreed to provide medical assis- 
tance for the children and to help 
upgrade a hospital in Benghazi, 
Libya's second city and the town 
where the infections first appeared 
in the 1990s. 

‘The EU had also agreed to im- 
prove its ties with Libya and build 
‘what the Libyan called a partnership 
that would indude free trade. Bul- 
gariaisanewEU member. Reuters 


and persistent rain, leaving thou- 
sands without clean water or elec- 
tricity and facing the prospect of 
more rain, 

Britain's COBRA government 
emergency planning committee 
met Monday evening amid con- 
cems that an electricity sub-station 
in Gloucester would be flooded, 
leaving half a million homes with- 
out electricity 


سوب وب 


Do 


PB 
DN 


a deal with the European 


Their release after eight years in 
captivity ends what Libya's critics 
called a human rights scandal and 
lifts a barrier to attempts by the 
long-isolated north African state to 
complete a process of normalizing 
ties with the outside world, 

*] don't know what to say Ive 
been living for this moment,” 54- 
year-old nurse Snezhana Dimitrova 
said as the nurses and their families 

ied and hugged each other at the 


airport 

Bulgarian President Georgi Par- 
vanov pardoned the six medics soon 
after their arrival on a French jet. 
‘The medics said they were innocent 
and had been tortured to confess. 

A Libyan close to the negotia- 
tions said the five Bulgarians and a 
Palestinian who recently took Bul- 
garian citizenship were freed under 
an agreement with the EU on medi- 
cal aid and political tes 

"There was agreement on equip- 
ping the hospital in Benghazi and 
treatment for the children ... All the 
political matters have been met,” 


LONDON—EUROPE  BATTLED 
weather extremes late Monday as 
heavy rain sparked the worst 
flooding in England in 60 years, 
while the south and east of the 
continent was roasting in a heat 
wave that claimed several lives. 
large swathes of central and 
western England were submerged 
as rivers swelled and burst their 
banks during four days of heavy 
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RP 5 flies to Japan for Fiba tilt 


Chot to finalize ~ Mes 


roster by Friday AI e PhilAm 


By Francis Ochoa Savings Bank 
AFTER THE CRAMMING, THE EXHORTA- 


tions and the defensive sound bites about 0 
how every setback has been a necessary 

pain fora team that needs to shape up, it is 

now time for the real thing. 


No more leaming. No more excuses. 
The San MiguePlipinas squad fles to 
‘Tokushima, Japan, today ready to make the first | P J P : 


step in its bid to nail an Olympic berth by way of 
the Fiba Asia basketball championship: Trim 


be a E LONG-TERM NEGOTIABLE CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT‏ او 


ceed to the Centennial Terminal for a 2:30 p.m. 
flight to Japan, where Due 20 1 2 
they will face the best 
basketball nations in 
the continent fora shot 
at participating in the | 
2008 Beijing Games. 
The task wil start 
with a job that is easier 
said then done. 


scat Interest Rate 7.25% p.a. 


to submit the RP 

team’s final roster for 
تم یدیما‎ the tournament on Ju- 
ly 27, during the managers’ meeting that will 
serveas a prelude to the tournament. 


‘The final 12-man roster will come from a mer- o o 

eo M Investment Php100,000.00 
Ad Tier Mark Caguioa, Dany Seigle, Jin- inimum investmen , ۰ 

my Alapag, Dondon Hontiveros, Kelly Williams, ! 

Renren Ritualo, Jayjay Helterbrand, Kerby Ray- 

mundo, Erik Menk, Mick Pennisi, Ranidel De 

Ocampo, Tony dela Cruz and James Yap form the 

pool of well-paid PBA superstars ready to subj. 


gate their egos to the national cause. 
Cr erm 5 years & 1 month 
Gabe Norwood, who received his Philippine 
passport Tuesday evening, making him available 
for national duty. 
After the cut comes the mission. 
"We've done everything humanely possible to 
prepare for Japan,” said Reyes. “It now boils 


aaa Offer Period July 6-12, 2007 


The Nationals hope to rule the toumament, or 
finish second to Olympic host China, to nail down 
a basketball berth in the Summer Games. 

The first three hurdles have been set. The Na- 
tionals take on Iran on July 28, China on July 29, 


and Jordan on July 30 in the preliminary round. 0 
cvs Maturity Date August 20, 2012 
Pilipinas labored and sacrificed for one solitary 3 
chance of a lifetime in search of our Olympic 
dream,” PBA commissioner Noli Eala said. 
PBA chair Ricky Vargas urged the Nationals to 
pour their hearts out in the fulfillment of their 
LI 
“It is not committing to do your best that is 


hard; you have already done that," Vargas said. 
iue Becton deine ARRANGER 
So live it up to the fullest by achieving the task 
ahead of you." 

‘SMC Pilipinas team manager Robert Non said 
the tournament is as much about redemption S d 
Bu tandard 

"This is it, the culmination of our sacrifices and 


hard work for the past two years,” Non said Chartered e 
"Now it is time for كنا‎ to pray and support the 

 SMC-Pilipinas team as our national players carry 

our dreams of redemption in intemational bas- 

keibal 
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SPORTS 
Fierce fight tipped as Red Lions take on Knights 


CAN THE KNIGHTS’ BATTLE-SCARRED ARMOR 
stand the Red Lions? 

The most anticipated game of the NCAA sea- 
son kids off today when arch rivals Letran and 
San Beda face off to put a fitting end to the first 
elimination round at The Arena in San Juan. 

‘The unbeaten Lions.take on the Knights with 
almost everybody betting on the defending 

da champions to close the first half of their elimina- 

pm—SanBedave Champio 
Lana ea tion assignments on a sweep. 
pL, UOS) لظ‎ Everybody including Letran coach Louie Alas. 
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‘STANDINGS 
San Beda 

| Letran 
S Sebastian 
Jose Rizal 
Perpetual 
Mapua 
St. Benilde 


GAMES TODAY (The 
Arena, San Juan) 
2p.m—St. Benilde vs 
Jose Rizal (Srs) 


“This is a very strong team even if it plays all- 
Filipino—what more with an import in tow. said 
Alas. "We are just going into the game with the 
mind-set hat we have nothing to lose.” 

Leran, nevertheless, held a three-hour prac- 
tice yesterday, sharpening the defense they will 
throw against San Beda's Yousif Aljamal and 
Pong Escobal. 

T there's a missing name in the priority list, its 
because Alas has practically given up on trying to 
contain Nigerian Sam Ekwe. 


"Heisa given, we cant stop him,” Alas said. 

But San Beda coach Frankie Lim does not buy 
the whole David-vs-Goliath showdown. 

“Tm pretty sure Letran will move heaven and 
earth to beat us,” said Lim. “We are the only un- 
beaten team, so all the teams we are playing will 
gang up on us. Nothing will come easy” 

The Lions are hoping to extend their five-game 
swirl for a first-round sweep, something that was 
denied them last season by Philippine Christian. 


University 
of US Girls’ match plays 


Pacquiao snubs | —— 


L putter and settled for an even-par 72, good 


‘Barrera meeting Eu 


36-hole qualifying for the US Girls Junior Golf 
By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


Championship at the Tacoma Golf and Coun- 
try in Lakewood, Washington, on Monday. 
| + ‘CEBU CITY—FOR NOW, MANNY PACQUIAO 

isn’t too keen on meeting with former 


Rodriguez, 15, flubbing several birdie 
chances inside tour fest, had nines of 35-37. 
victim Marco Antonio Barrera again. 

He'd rather be at home to spend 


Stil, that was enough to put her in the 
time with his fam- 


middle of the pack, well within the 64-player 
range for the match play phase. 
But Dottie Ardina and Chihiro Ikeda, the 
two other members of the ICTSI-backed RP 
teams, did not fare beter. They matched 76s. 
tor a share of 76th. 
Kimberly Kim, last year's winner ofthe US 
ily and fulfill his Mexican ring icon via an 1 1th-round technical knockout. Women's Amateur, sizzled with a record-ty- 
commitments. Longtime trainer Buboy Femandez sees no problem ing, 10-under 62 to pace the 156-player field. 
ly with Pacquiao's decision to defer his US trip. Meanwhile, national champion Jay Bay- 
booked to fly to “Manny will have ample time to train for the Barrera. ron gets the rare chance to play against the. 
the United fight,” assured Femandez. "He knows too well that Bar- worlds top 100 amateurs when he competes 
Stateson rera wants to retire with a big win over him. However, we DNE Aroua Pair Ca eed 
July 19, know how to train for Barrera, and we are very optimistic ا‎ PESTON a 
Pacquiao, ofrepeating (the victory). 
instead, Sans Pacquiao, organizers of the Pacquiao Barrera II LSGH five tops Xavier 
press conference, scheduled in Beverly Hills, today an- LA SALLE GREEN HILLS ENCOUNTERED 
nounced that it would be moved to a new date. tough opposition from Xaver School but 
"A conflict in Manny's schedule has prevented him pulled through anyway, 45-38, as it launched 
from travelling to the US,” Bob Arum of Top Rank told 
Fightnews.com. “We will be rescheduling soon." 
"It would be nice to train here,” Pacquiao said in de- 
scribing Salud's state-of the ar gym. “1 like it very much.” 
Pacquiao is set to rerum to Cebu after the Barrera fight 
to inaugurate the new gym, according to Salud. 


UAAP: Allera puts Tigers back in the hunt 


Letran will enter the court nursing the sting of 
its 79-75 loss to Jose Rizal last Friday, which JRU 
coach Ariel Vanguardia said could be enough mo- 
tivation for the Knights to beat the Lions. 

If the Knights (4-1), indeed, beat the Lions, 
they will take the top spot going into the second 
round by virtue of the winner-over-the-other rule. 

The Heavy Bombers will uy to close the elimi- 
nations by planting a firm foot in the upper half of 
the standings when they go up against the St. Be- 
nilde Blazers at 2 p.m. Mare Anthony Reyes 


[Z SPORTSWATCH 
Rodriguez within range 


ج مه nnn‏ 


arrived in this city yesterday to honor a commitment to 
visit good friend and fight promoter Rex "Wakee" Salud, 
whois building a multimillion peso boxing gym. 
Pacquiao said he will leave for Los Angeles on July 30 to 
begin his training at the Wild Card Gym and take partin 
the promotional blitz for the megabuck rematch set Oct. 6 
in Las Vegas. In their first fight in 2003, Pacquiao beat the 


season of the SBP/Passerelle basketball 
tournaments at the Xavier Sports Complex. 

Don Bosco Technical Insitute, De La Salle 
Zobel and St. Marys College also triumphed 
in three other thriling SBP contests 

DBT trimmed Don Bosco Technical Col- 
lege, 35-31; DLSZ downed Notre Dame of 
Greater Manila, 43-38; and St. Mary's out- 
steadied San Sebastian College, 34-25. 

La Salle Green Hills made it a double cele- 


MANNY Pacquiao opts to visit friend and fight promoter Rex "Wake" Salud in the latter's new gym. 


bration by downing San Beda, 69-60, in the 
Passerelle division. 

‘San Beda won the national crown last 
year, but its team has been spit into two in 
this year's event. The other San Beda squad 
also fell to Xavier School, 39-64. 

It was a black day for the Bedans as its 
SBC Alabang team dropped to a 59-60 deci- 
sion to Ateneo in Passerelle. 

In other Passerelle games, Marist School 
d. Notre Dame of Greater Manila, 59-56; An- 
tipolo Lady of Lourdes d. FEU-FERN, 58-42; 
DBTI d. Kid's World CA, 48-33; DBTC d. San 
Benildo Integrated School, 47-46. 


Bering net siblings through 
ILIGAN CITY—BERNARDINE BERING 
whipped Ofel Isidore Lascuna, 6-3, 6-0, and 
younger brother Bernan whitewashed Jorou 
Librodo, 6-0, 6-0, to barge into the finals of 
their respective age groups in the 2007 Milo 
Junior Tennis Cup and Regional Workshop 
atthe NPC-Iigan Tennis Cub on Sunday. 

Bemardine wil face Kent Tacan, who 
blanked Ferman Cambongga, 6-0, 6-0, for the 
boys 16-under trophy, then shoots for a 
double in the 18-under dass folowing a 6-1, 
6-0 semifinal win over the same Lascuna 

Beman takes on Eleazar Busalpa, who 
routed Mark Bienes, 6-0, 6-1, for the boys 
“Meander crow. 

Other semifinal results: Unisex 10-n- 
derSpencer Sagrado d. JaneleLavor,6- 
0, 6-1; Kenneth Dumapk d. Bernlu Bering, 6- 
1,6-1; Boys 12-under- Mark Bienes d J 
Librodo, 6-3, 6-3: Charles Calling d. ۵ 
"lrculas 6-3, 6-2: Giris 12-under—Lenelyn 
Mil d. Kim iglupas, 6-2, 6-2: Gerr Marie 
Ladera d. J. Llavore, 6-0, 6-1; Girts’ 14-un- 
der—Nina Ladera d. Mio, 6-0, 6-1, Ayn Ma- 
‘gracia d. Kim Wega, 6-0, 6-1; Gr 16-un- 
dor—Robielou Santos d. Ladera, 6-1, 6-3. 


‘Showdown’ stagfest moved 
THE 2007 EDITION OF THE ANNUAL. 
Showdown 6-Stag Derby, now on its 22nd 
year, will be held at the San Juan Coliseum. 
on Sept. 3, 5 and 7. 

The Showdown stagfest lures a minimum 
of 100 entries each year, according to host 
Danny Ty who wil be backed up by Manny 
Berbaro, publisher of Pt Games magazine, 

Entry fee is P11,000 and the guaranteed 
prize P1.5 milion. 

Stags, with weight imis of 1.7 kg to 24 
kg, must be eight to 10 months old only. 

Screening of stags starts on Aug. 3. For 
inquiries, call 0917-8277484 or 725-5369. 


Race 1—(art 
Mj—Sa Wakas 
gm 
5), Our Hope (2), 
Kalshnikov (6) BY TOP CHOICE 
Race 2-00 
مرک(‎ Candy (3), Manila's Style (5), Hasit 
Coming (4), Joint Account (6) 
Race 3- (oriri Fair Urduja (7), Gold Col- 
ar (2) lis) Formidable jeder Cho 
d 


0) 

Race 4—(Qr/Ti—Modem Classle (8). 
Meno Po (5), Powerhouse (3), Reign Of Roses (1) 

Race 5--(PentuQrVIr--Fe O'Clock (4), 
Sol invictus (8), Reporter (1), Datos Pride (6), 
Gondor (10) 

Race 6—(Ori/i)—Alysa's Choice (6), Dow 
dones (3), Bul Rock (1), Friendly ۳ 
ures/Ciassy Pages (7) 

.)5( را 
Raise A Dancer (7), Money Man (2), Gun Powder‏ 
الست لايل 

jaco 8— (Super G/Or/Tl] -Bumble Bee (4), 
Sunline (10), Pound For Pound (6), Real Black 
(8), Lady inday (3), Gating Personal (2) 


the Tigers notched their first victory with a 
96-84 rout of the Falcons last Thursday. 
Stillin his element two days later, Allera 
finished a rebound shy of a double-double 
with 15 points and nine boards in the 
Tigers 76-68 triumph over the Maroons. 
University of the East's Jore] Cañizares 
and Ateneo's Chris Tiu also came through 
in crucial wins to eam nominations for the 
weekly plum given by sportswriters cover- 
ing the collegiate scene. Jasmine W. Payo- 


one block in the Tigers victories against 
the Adamson Falcons and the University of 
the Philippines Maroons. 

“(When it comes to] Allera, wala na 
akong masabi (1 cant say anything more)" 
said Jarencio of the 6-fooc forward, who 
earned the UAAP Press Corps’ Anta Player 
of the Week citation. 

Allera took the weight off the Tigers’ 
shoulders when he drilled in 18 of a ca- 
reer high 26 points from beyond the arc as 


basketball competition almost had the de- 
fending champions pushing the panic but- 
ton, looking for someone to spark an of- 
fense sorely feeling the crunch of Jojo Dun- 
ifs decision to tum pro. 

Good thing Francis Allera came to the 
rescue, hammering out a pair of notable 
performances to recharge the Tigers tide- 
retention bid, 

Allera, who actually plays off the bench, 
averaged 205 points, 8.5 rebounds and 


GAMES THURSDAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
2p.m—NU vs UST (Sts) 
4 ماس و‎ Salle vs Ateneo (Srs) 


WHEN UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS 
scored its first victory of the season, coach 
Pido Jarencio admitted relief from the 
growing pressure. 

“At least we're improving every game,” 
he said 

A dismal 0-2 start in the UAAP men's 


MALAYSIA TRIATHLON 


Serrano rules; Kim 3rd 


‘wound up fourth. 

“The fine performances of 
Joash and Kim have demonstrat- 
ed the wellroundesiness of our 
programs,” said Tom Carrasco, 
president of Triathlon Association 
of the Philippines (TRAP). 

TRAP hosted the 2007 Inter- 

national Triathlon Union-BG 
‘Asian Junior Training Camp at 
Subic Bay Freeport on July 6-15. 
In the graduation race, both Ser- 
rano and Mangrobang emerged 
as bronze medalists with the Hong Kong triath- 
etes finishing 1-2 in both the boys and giris’ di- 
visions. 
From July 9 to 15, the ITU-BG Asian Coach- 
ing Course was also held in Subic Bay Freeport, 
which was also the venue of the ITU-BG Inter- 
national ‘Technical Officials | Certification 
Course for Asians from May 410 6. 

The Subic International Triathlon, held dur- 
ing the event, inaugurated the kiddies triathlon 
(Super kids) as the practicum vehicle. 


کی 


taking the necessary defensive test 
during the Manila Invitational. 

Well, as the tough schedule bears it 
out, RP no longer has to wait and play 
Kazakhstan again to take that deci- 
sive test. 

‘The RP team has to mount tireless, 
unforgiving, full-hearted defense 
ahead of a possible clash with Kaza- 
khstan. 

Yes, despite a core made up of Fil- 
Ams, the RP squad showed it could 
not regularly mount a sure-fire offen- 
sive. 

So it’s now a must that it plays its 
guts out in defense starting in the first 
game against Iran. 

In fact, coach Chot need not be told 
that, unlike with  point-making, 
there's no off day in defense—if your 
players have the purity of (Pinoy) 
heart to do the terrible job. 

This is the only way Reyes could 
make sure the RP team doesn't suffer 
arelapse. 


MANGROBANG 


JOASH SERRANO, THE COUN- 
trys TOP junior triathlete, 
clinched his first international tle 
when he dominated the Port 
Dickson International Triathlon's 
sprint race, even as Kim Man- 
grobang bagged a bronze in the 
distaff side in Malaysia on Sun- 
day. SS 

Serrano clocked a remarkable 
49 minutes and 11 seconds in the 
7S0-meter swim, 20-klomerer 
bike and 5-km run event and fin- 
ished one minute and one second ahead of 
runner-up Alan Chan of Hong Kong. 

‘Another one minute and four seconds adrift 
in third place in the elite junior category was 
Chan's teammate Arthur Chung. 

Mangrobang checked in with a time of 
59:49. Winner Vincci Hui and silver medalist 
Joyce Chung, both of Hong Kong, timed 52:23 
and 52:50, respectively 

‘Andrew Gatmaitan claimed sixth spot with 
a time of 53:16 while his sister Anna (1:09:26) 


Japan, Taiwan batters 


title clash 


The Japanese victory over RP- 
Central Luzon, represented by Nue- 
va Ecja champion Palayan City 
dampened RP Metro Manila's hopes 
of forging a three-way tie for the 
second finals berth. 

RP.Metro Manila, made up of 11- 
to 12year-old batters from ILAM 
and Muntinlupa City, smashed 
Hong Kong, 17-6, yesterday for 
their second win following setbacks 
to the Japanese on Sunday and Tai- 
wanese on Monday. 

RENCR is assured of the No. 3 
finish, though, and wil bande the 
winner between RRCentral Luzon 
and Hong Kong in a playoff for third. 

The Filipinos sprayed Hong Kong 
witha total of 14 hits. 

Despite the win, RENCR coach 
Joey Carillo was far from satisfied. 

“It was lousy” said Carillo. “The 
Japanese told us we were better in- 
dividually, and that our only prob- 
lemis we lack discipline." 


forge Pony 


ANGELES CITY—JAPANESE PIT- 
chers limited RP.Central Luzon bat- 
ters to four hits in an abbreviated 
11-1 win yesterday and sealed a title 
showdown with similarly unbeaten 
Chinese Taipei in the Pony Baseball 
33rd Asia-Pacific Zone Bronco Divi- 
sion Championships at the Maria 
‘Wright Field here. 

Yuki Noguchi, the third pitcher in 
the Japanese rotation after Ryota 
Konno and Keito Maeda, yielded the 
RP Kids’ only run in the bottom of 
the fifth inning through Carlo Ca- 
paras as Japan scored its third 
straight victory. 

The championship clash is set at 
1 pom. today. Japan and Chinese 
‘Taipei were still playing at presstime 
for the top spot at the close of the 
elimination round. 

The champion squad gets the 
right to represent Asia-Pacific in the 
Pony World Series slated next 
month in Califoria. 


Well, it was obvious that afflicion— 
which saw the RP team crashing in its 
dosing game in the Jones Cup—had 
been remedied. 

Tn fact, coach Chot no longer talked 
about it, and there's reason to believe 
the RP squad would be totally safe from 
a relapse during the Olympic qualifier, 
which starts in Japan on Saturday. 

For one, the team went on to sweep 
the fourteam Manila Invitational, 
where the Nationals made a display of 
enviable artillery mainly in the title 
match against Lebanon. 

This build-up was capped by colorful 
televised pledges from national players 
‘on their devotion to flag and country. 

For one, Asi Taulava, who had greater 
use for his dimples than his defensive 
footwork against Kazakhstan, suddenly 
appeared ready to die fighting. 


Sorry about this, but in outscoring 
all its opponents, the RP team missed 


Is the RP team safe from a relapse? 


Bare EYE 


Recah 
Trinidad 


against the Kazakhs, the Nationals 
played limbless and lost like victims 
of severe food poisoning. 

After some energetic point-making 
in the first half, the Nationals inexpl 
cably lost heart and dropped their 
guard the rest of the night. 

‘The Nationals, as a whole, would 
ooze with pep and courage in going 
for the basket, but would next turn 
pale and gutless in their turn to de- 
fend. 

The result was a disastrous fold-up 
that had the coach cursing, before 
canceling team dinner and ordering 
an early lights-out. 


INJURIES WERE "HEALING FAST” IN 
the RP national basketball team and 
there's every reason to believe the squad 
‘would be shipshape when it travels today 
for its monumental mission in Japan. 

‘There's the awesome goal to snatch 
the last ticket to the Bejing Olympics 
basketball tournament next year, but 
this seems reachable, based on all the 
glossy play-ups. 

OK, Reyes may have wanted one big- 
ger, braver guy at the slot, and another 
reliable on-and-on gunner from the 
perimeter, who could also do a no-non- 
sense stopping job. 

But is all systems go, as the national 
mentor declares the team free from af- 
fiction. 

Reyes also appears cock-sure there 
would be no repeat of the nosedive 
suffered by the RP squad against 
Kazakhstan in the last William Jones 
Cup series in Taipei. 

You see, in that traumatic crash 
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IRAQ MOTIVATION 


final slot: A 
gift in time 
of troubles 


KUALA LUMPUR—IRAQ HAS THE BURDEN 
ofnational expectations riding on its shoulder 
as it pursues its first-ever Asian Cup final ap- 
pearance against South Korea here on 
Wednesday. 

The Iraqis, beset by the grim realities of 
daily carnage back in their troubled home- 
land, have been a beacon for their nation as 
they have negotiated their way to the semifi- 
nals of the continental tournament. 

Iraq has played in a semifinal once before, 
losing 3-2 to Kuwait after extra time in 1976, 
and has the incentive of going on to play in its 
first Asian Cup final in Jakarta next Sunday 
against either Japan or Saudi Arabia. 

Goalkeeper Noor Sabri, who could conceiv- 
ably have it all in his own hands if Wednes- 
days match goes to a penalty shootout, said 
visions of gun-toting rejoicing in the streets 
back home after each win has lifted morale. 

“Despite the critical situation in Iraq the 
Iraqi people have been paying great attention 
to our football team,” Noor said Tuesday. 

“For the past 31 years we haven't reached 
the semifinals of the Asian Cup and we've 
stopped at the quarterfinals (last three tour- 
naments), but now we've made it and it is his- 
toric for our football 

"This brings a great happiness to our peo- 
ple as we try to make good use of this by sup- 
porting our people in Iraq. ‘A victory will 
bring more happiness for Iraq.” 

Noor said his teammates have been follow- 

ng the celebratory mood of their people on 
television and the internet. AFP 


‘Turbo’ rules 
bike race; : 
San Andres 
bags third 


ARNON “TURBO” THEPLIB OF AP HON- 
da Thailand topped the Asian 125cc 
event ofthe FIM Asian Supercross Cham- 
pionships stated at the Fast Track Circuit 
in Taguig City yesterday. 

Dede Mulyadi of Indonesia finished 
second while Kenneth San Andres placed 
third to lead three Filipinos who finished 
in the top five. 

‘Apart from San Andres, also finishing 
well were Jovy Saulog at fourth and Rid- 
er of the Year Glenn Aguilar, who cucked 
a spill early in the race to claim fifth 
spot 

In the Asian 85cc, Arungkot Pinpon of 
AP Honda Thailand won the event with 
Bobby Pamungkas of Indonesia placing 
second and Farhan, also of Indonesia, 
coming in at third place. 

‘Taguig Mayor Freddie Tinga congrat- 
ulated all the foreigners and national 
winners and encouraged more events at 
the state of the art Fast Track Circuit in. 
‘Taguig, which is the only internationally 
accredited racing circuit in Metro Manila. 
that meets international safety standards. 
set by the Swiss-based Federation Inter- 
nationale de Motocyclisme. 

‘The event was sanctioned by NAMSSA. 


Aquino, Morazo 
top active chess 


FIFTH SEED JOHN MORAZO SCORED A FINAL 
round victory over Alex Ledama, then nipped fel- 
low FEU student Lyndon Sombüon in the 
tiebreak to capture the juniors division crown in 
the Shell National Youth Active Chess Champi- 
onships second Northern Luzon leg at the CSI 
"The City Mall in Dagupan, Pangasinan over the 
weekend. 

Morazo and Sombilon finished with identi- 
cal 6.5 points in the seven-round Swiss sys- 
tem tournament, But Morazo took the title 
and the top 55,000 purse with a higher 
tiebreak score. The two, along with top seed 
Benjie Macoy, who finished third, advanced 
to the grand finals of the Pilipinas Shell-spon- 
sored event in October. 

Top seed Prince Aquino played true to form 
and swept the kiddies division with seven 
points although he had to nip Bernard Nillo 
عل‎ in the tiebreak to capture the crown worth 
P4,000 and a spot in the grand finals along 
with Nillo and John Mark Dimalikwat. 
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“With all this speculation around him it 
‘would be better if somebody else were to 
win,” UCI chief Pat McQuaid told The Asso- 
ciated Press. “The last thing this sport needs 
is more speculation about doping.” — , 

Patrice Clerc, the head of Tour organizer 
Amaury Sports, was quoted on as saying 
that he "regrets" the Dane's presence. 

“1 guess it's normal, they're shooting at No. 
1)” Rasmussen said, alluding to the pressure 
that seven-ime Tour winner Lance Arm- 
strong faced over doping claims, "Tm sure he 
‘was under tremendous pressure and under 
fire for seven years in a row, and still he man- 
aged to win the race seven times” AP 


bad showing one day with an exceptional 
performance the next. 

Rasmussen has been a paragon of consis- 
tency. 

He has needed to be. 

"The Danish cycling union said last week it 
had kicked him off the national team be- 
cause he had missed doping tests before the 
‘Tour. A day later, a former amateur moun- 
tain bike racer claimed Rasmussen tricked 
him into carrying a human blood substitute 
to Italy five years ago. 

On Monday the head of the Intemational 
Cyding Union joined in with his doubts 
about Rasmussen. 


LOUDENVIELLE-LE LOURON, FRANCE— 
Feeling increasing pressure on the course 
and off it, Michael Rasmussen has re- 
fused to crack and his hold on the Tour de 
France lead is looking increasingly solid 
with five days of racing left. 

‘The wiry Dane reeled in repeated break- 
away attempts by Alberto Contador, his last 
major challenger for the yellow jersey, in. 
Monday's punishing ride along five climbs. 
in the Pyrenees. 

‘One-time race favorite Alexandre Vinok- 
ourov won the 15th stage along the Spanish 
border, his second stage victory this year, 
continuing a pattern of toggling between a 


Foes, woes.chase Rasmussen; 
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Business groups draw up legislative wish list 


E 
dian, Korean, Japanese and European. 
chambers of commerce; the Busine: 
Processing Association of the Philip: 
pines, Bankers’ Association of the 
Philippines, Financial Executive Instig 
tute of the Philippines, Employers Con-. 
BUSINESSI Bb 


committee on competitiveness, which 
should be composed of key committee. 
chairs, that would advise the Senate 
and the House of Representatives on 


The groups include the American, 
Australian-New Zealand, British, Cana- 
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such legislative agenda, 


In a joint statement, the business 
chambers and industry associations 
asked lawmakers to put up an ad hoc 


dozen proposed new laws, the early 
passage of which would greatly help 
the country achieve higher levels of 


growth. 
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Aim is to boost competitiveness, lure investors 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


SEVENTEEN LOCAL AND 
foreign business groups yes- 
terday called on the 14th 
Congress to act on a list of a 
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Realize your dreams for tomorrow 
by investing wisely today 


investors wil recelve upon redemption, 
subject to the minimum holding period 
of 180 days. 

Despite the challenging and aggres- 
sive environment, the ALFM Family of 
Funds continued to be the industry 
leader and maintained its strong com- 
petitive position 

Wide network of mutual fund sales 
agents. We boast of competent and 
knowledgeable mutual fund sales 
agents who are prepared to advise on 
the benefits, risks, and features of in- 
vesting in a mutual fund. 

So while your dreams grow, let 
ALEM Family of Funds grow your 
wealth as well. Welcome to the ALFM 
Family, your family. 


of investment companies in the coun- 
try, ALFM Funds have been able to out- 
perform the year-to-date retums of 
their top competitors. Net absolute 
YTD ROls of the Funds as of 29 June 
2007 are as follows: ALFM Peso Bond 
Fund, 1.43%; ALFM Dollar Bond Fund, 
2.68%; ALFM Euro Bond Fund, 1.36%. 

Investors who have stayed with 
the ALFM Funds have benefited from 
the Funds’ superior and consistent 
returns. Net absolute ROIS as of 
launch dates are: ALFM Peso Bond 
Fund, 114.97%; ALEM Dollar Bond 
Fund, 31.10%; ALFM Euro Bond 
Fund, 6.94%. 

With their "no sales load" feature, the 
published returns are exactly what the 


well as prime domestic or foreign com- 
panies. 

By providing a stable of multi-curren- 
cy funds, the ALFM Family allows you 
to diversify and to spread foreign cur- 
rency risks. 

Stable and superior returns. Be- 
cause we know you want your hard- 
earned money to work harder for 
you, we adhere to prudent invest- 
ment management strategies, which 
have enabled the Funds to outper- 
form the returns of their respective 
benchmarks as well as their major 
competitors. 

Based on the reports of Investment 
Company Association of the Philip- 
pines (ICAP) the umbrella organization 


Realize your dreams for tomorrow 
by investing wisely today. 


FAMILY OF FUNDS 


Invest your future in our famil; 


Come closer to achieving your future goals when you invest in a multi-currency stable of funds. 
With ALFM Family of Funds, your hard-earned money works harder for you. Your investment is not only 
diversified into different well-performing securities but also in various currencies as well. 


yh investments in a diversified potiolio of instruments 
eligible investors. Minimum initial investment is 


2-2936; 


fy stream o xed income. Minimum initial investment is ER1, 000.00 


122-9719; (074) 442-5504; (049) 5 


ife insurance coverage of PHP 200,000.00 


075) 
36 


who can help you meet your long-term 
goals can either make or break a life- 
time investment dream. With ALFM 
Family, investors are assured of pro- 
fessional management by the country’s 
biggest and most respected family of 
investment managers, the BPI invest- 
ment group. 

Diversification at a low cost. The 
ALFM Family are bond funds which 
pool the money of numerous investors. 
in order to provide investors with in- 
stant diversification and asset alloca- 
tion without the high costs needed to 
create individual portfolios. Each fund 
is invested in a diversified portfolio of 
fixed-income securities issued by the 
Philippine and foreign governments as 


[ALFM Peso Bond Fund. An open-end mutual fund that aims o generate steady stream of ix income throu 
and securities. The only mutual-tund in the country which offers ir 
PnP 50,000.00. Minimum investment to qualify for tree like insurance is Pn? 100,000.00 


ALFM Dollar Bond Fund. An open-end mutua fond denominated in US Dollars. The Fund invests in a mix of US dallar-denominated tbed income instruments 
Issued by the Philippine and major foreign governments. Minimum ial investment is $1,000.00 
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So while your dreams grow, expect your wealth to grow as weil, with ALEM. 
Find out how you can make the best investment decision by visiting www. alim. cam. ph 
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All of us have aspirations for the fu- 
ture, It may be as grand as buying a 
brand new house or as simple as finally 
taking that dream vacation. Whatever 
your future aspirations, the ALFM Fam- 
ily of Funds can be your partner in 
achieving your lifelong dreams. 

The ALFM Family of Funds (ALFM 
Family) is the first and only fund portfo- 
lio that offers a true multi-currency sta- 
ble of bond funds: the ALFM Peso 
Bond Fund, the ALFM Dollar Bond 
Fund, and the ALFM Euro Bond Fund. 

Professional fund management. In 
choosing an Investment Partner, a cru- 
cial decision one always has to make, 
is answer the question "Who do | 
Trust? Choosing an investment partner 


BPI investment Managemen, Ic. and BPI Asset 


BPI Capital Corporation (02) 842-3377, 
۳ 404-2016; (02) 744-07: 
PI investment Management Inc (02) 
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Agriculture programs up for review 
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DA wants to ensure growth targets for '07 and '08 will be met 


least 5-6 percent in the next decade. 
This targeted growth rate, according 
to agriculture officials, would help en- 
sure better living standards for rural 
families despite the growing pressure on 
farm production posed by climate 
change and environmental degradation. 
Compounding the pressure on the 
farm sector, according to the depart- 
ment, is the growing competition over 
crop production between the food mar- 
ket and the market that will use these 


tained growth of key subsectors such as 
fisheries, palay and corn, and the recov- 
ery of the once-ailing poultry sub-sec- 
tor 

This growth buoyed the depart- 
ment's hopes of meeting its growth tar- 
getsof between 4 percent and 5 percent 
this year and between 7 percent and 8 
percent next year. 

For its long-term goals, the agricul- 
ture department is aiming at increasing 
the sector's yearly growth rate from the 
current average of 3-4 percent to at 


In a two-day workshop, agriculture 
officials would also present status re- 
ports on the progress of the depart- 
ment's various projects. 

These programs include barangay 
food terminals, bagsakan or drop-off 
projects, coconut intercropping, irriga- 
tion facilities, small water-impounding 
projects, farm-to-market roads, and 
post-harvest facilities. 

The agriculture sector posted a 3.55- 
percent growth in the first quarter of 
the year. This was attributed to the sus- 


crops for energy generation. 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY FIRM DIVER- 
sified Financial Network Inc. said it would 
form a consortium for its bid to develop a new 
trading system for the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change Inc. 

Ina disclosure, DFNN said it had approved 
a plan to enter into an agreement with 
Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. and 
Diversified Technology Solutions Inc. The 
three firms will form the consortium that will 
pursue the development of the exchange's 
new trading system. 

DENN, according to a source, submitted its 
offerto the PSE last July 23. 

Sources said the PSE would set aside at 
least $3 million for a new trading system that 
would replace its 13-year-old “Maktrade Sys- 
tem.” 

The “MakTrade System” allows the trad- 
ing of securities (equities, warrants and 
bonds) in a “broker-to-broker market.” The 
system accepts, routes, stores and automat- 
ically matches orders. After matches take 
place, the system stores trade records and 
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By Amy R. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
is holding a review of the performance 
of its key programs this week to deter- 
mine if their growth targets for 2007 
are achievable. 

DA officials led by Agriculture Secre- 
tary Arthur C. Yap are scheduled to pre- 
sent overviews of the programs on the 
production of major farm commodities, 
such as rice, corn, coconut, high-value 
commercial crops and livestock. 


n e 
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*Quality Brake parts in stock and ready to fit today 
by specialist brake technicians. 

*Once fitted we will replace worn brake pads & shoes. 
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a generates notice of the transaction to the 


user. It also maintains market regulation 
and surveillance database. It also allows, 
aside from main board sales, big block 
transactions, cross trades, and odd lot 
transactions. Under this system, brokers 
can execute transactions on the trading 
floor and in their offices through remote 
network connections. Elisabeth Sanchez- 
Lacson 
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Lucio Tan Group-CEO appointment praised by 
New York Life officers, salesforce, rank and file 


doing away with shortcuts. 
in order to streamline the 
processes even further. 

Eua ^ Cabalfn, 
NYLIP Chief Information. 
Officer, meanwhile wel- 
comed the streamlining of 
business processes as a 
first step in a bold new di- 
rection for the company. 

"The environment of 
our company today is 
very exciting because our 
CEO knows the vital role 
that Information Systems. 
play in our companys 
business and she is ready 
to support improvements 
to our infrastructure. She 
is very transparent in her 
plans for the future and al- 
lows us to collaborate," 
Cabalfin stated. "And be- 

ise we know the direc- 
tion that she wants to take 
the company, we can eas- 
iy design systems that 
will help her achieve thi 
she added. 


Gividuality and embraces diversity 
as partof a company's natural make 
up,” sald Sinaguinan. "She pos- 
sesses all the qualites of what a 
true leader should be and inspires 
the rest of us to folow her lead,” she 
added. 

Sinaguinan also expressed that 
Cruz displayed a lot of common 
sense, good management and lead- 
ership, the most important aspects 
that inspire employees and man- 
agement to mesh well together and 
work towards the future. 

Gina Acla Go, NYLIP Marketing 
Manager, described the CEO'S er- 
try as a dynamic and positive influ- 
ence on the company's officers and 
sta. 

“in the changing landscape ofthe 
insurance industry, a leader should 
be both flexible and adaptable to the 
limes. And from day one, the CEO 
has showed us that she has the abi- 
iy to mold the organization and mo- 
vate both top level officers and the 
rank and fle wäh what must be done 
for the company to reach the next 
level" Go explained. "She has en- 
couraged communication and co 
laboration among everyone, making 
Sure that each one of us contributes 
io the company’s continued suo- 
cess. And she provides us withthe 
necessary navigational expertise to 
quide us on our new-found course" 
she added. 


RUBBING ELBOWS WITH THE CEO 
Rank and file employees of NYLIP pose with CEO Nenita Lim-Cruz after the Transition 
Management seminar held in Canyon Woods, Tagaytay. 


Officers and staff of New York 
Life Insurance (Philippines) Inc. 

[^ (NYLIP) recently lauded the well-re- 
spected Lucio Tan Group in its deci- 
sion to appoint Nenita Lim Cruz to 
the company's top post in May 
2007, calling the move both "timely 
and positive" for the future of the 
company. 

E. Lucio Tan Group, known oris ever- 

E. growing conglomerate of highly suc- 

EE cessful companies both in the county 


sions posed by the environment of 
transition induced by the change of 
ownership ofthe company. 


GAINING FIRST 
IMPRESSIONS 

"Our new CEO is a breath of 
fresh air and her presence has in- 
spired most of us to see the vast po- 
tential of our organization," said 
NYLIP Policy Owner Services Se- 
nior Manager Jovilyn Caluag. 

Caluag noted that Cruz was a 
leader eager to lend guidance and 
support, encouraging both officers 
and staff to discover personal av- 
enues to excel within the company. 

Wael Ramadan AL Quoa, Executive 
Financial Advisor for the Bancassur- 
ance Channel of NYLIP and assigned 
in Davao, described the new CEO "as 
presence that can be felt by agents 
‘and oficers even ata distance." 

"She makes us feel that the orga- 
nization is strongly unified. She 
made sure she got to know all of us 
byname," Al-Quga added. 

NYLIP Chinatown Branch Sales 
Manager Sheryl Garcia-So, on the 
other hand, saw the CEO as a role. 


model that she could emulate. 

"She is an actiever and her work 
ethic was apparent right from the 
start. She inspires us and motivates 
us to be one united group, where the 
backroom and the sales force function 
as one," stated Garcie-So, also an 
award-wining achiever who rose from 
the rank of agent to sales managerin 
justtwo years. 


INSPIRING WORK ETHICS 

Cruz, who took office a ittie over 
two months ago, had been busy get- 
ting in touch with the companys 
workforce, both at the headquarters. 
and in the different branches spread 
around the country. 

‘Straightforward in her approach 
and guided by a performance-driv- 
en work ethic, the CEO immediately 
won the approval of veteran officers. 
and employees, boosting morale on 
ali fronts in an effective campaign to 
inspire and showcase to people 
what the Lucio Tan Group brings to 
the company. 

Although appearing strict and un- 
‘approachable at first, the CEO 
‘quickly won over the people by dis- 
playing a personality that is exactly 
the opposite. She also exhibited a 
unique ability to empathize to their 
needs and concems. She provided 
‘a sense of urgency and an environ- 
ment where one should get the job 
done, leading by example by creat- 
ing measures to address opera- 
tional issues at the soonest possible 
time. 

Maria Cecilia Sinaguinan, Com- 
pensation Assistant for NYLIP 
Agency Support Services, greatly 
admired Cruz's straightforward- 
ness, which mirrored her own. 

"Our CEO demands a lot from 
you, but also gives you enough free- 
dom to excel in your own way. She is 
‘competency-based, appreciates in- 


CEO'S ADDRESS 

NYLIP CEO Nenita Lim - Cruz addresses 
assembled executives of NYLIP and Allied 
Banking Corporation at the Plenary Session 
ofthe company's 2007 National Convention 
held at the Fort llocandia Resort in Laoag 
City, locos Norte. 


ENSURING A LEGACY OF 
INTEGRITY AND UNITY 

But despite the initial improve- 
ments to the company's approach- 
es, Cruz was also noted on placing 
great value on the indvidual 
strengths of each officer and em- 
ployee, noting that the contribution 
of each is a positive step towards 
the future ofthe company. 

From the officers down to the 
agents, employees, and staff, Cruz 
gained esteem and praises for her 
initial contributions, with many look- 
ing forward to the coming months 
and years of her leadership. 

‘Agents also noted the distinct ad- 
vantages of having a CEO whose 
reputation is established on integrity 
and performance, most especially in 


E: tential of NYLIP and hopes to boost he 
^ companys perfomance and coni- 
dence wih Cruz at the helm 

Already ranked among the top 

E. Ife insurance companies in the 

[> Philippines, NYLIP has consistently 

strived to deliver products and ser- 

vices that showcase the company's 
hallmark of excellence and financial 
savvy honed over the years. 

The entry ofthe new CEO marked 
another milestone for the company, 
whose sights are now trained on in- 
fusing a new era of dynamism and 
positive change for tne organization 
as a whole. She also conquered the 
challenges. and natural apprehen- 


the investment and finance commu- 
nities. They revealed that they are 
able to network and close deals 
faster when their clients found out 
that Cruz was at the helm of NYLIP. 

"The CEO has displayed tremen- 
dous empathy on the needs and 
concerns of the officers and employ- 
ees of NYLIP. She has allowed us ما‎ 
feel that we truly have value in the. 
organization, no matter the size of 
the role we play,” Go revealed. 
"Thus, we give her back the respect 
that she gives us in the form of be- 
coming a strong, unified, and highly 
motivated organization that wil 
soon be poised to become the com- 
pany to watch out for in the months 
and years to come." 


STREAMLINING 
PROCESSES 

Already a veteran in he steward- 
ship of various companies, which in- 
cluded firms in Telecommunica- 
tions, Property Development, In- 
vestment Banking and Manage- 
ment Consulting, Cruz brought with 
her a vast experience and profes- 
sionaism in executive manage- 
ment, operations and finance. 

Banking on her operational 
savvy, Cruz initiated improvements 
to established processes in order to 
boost further productivity and 
achieve greater customer satisfac- 
tion to products and services. 

Frontine staff that dealt with 
clients on a day-to-day basis viewed 
the performance and service-orient- 
ed attitude of Cruz as a big plus in a 
leader. 

Officers, agents and staff wel- 
comed the new measures as a 
‘means of improving operational pro- 
‘cedures and workflow in order to in- 
crease tum-around time and pro- 
ductivity. They aiso adhered to the 
established sleps and procedures, 


AN EXECUTIVE GATHERING 

Top members of NYLIP' sales force pose with CEO Nenita Lim - 
Cruz at the company's 2007 National Convention in Fort llocandia 
Resort in Laoag, llocos Norte. Also in the photo are other 
‘executives from NYLIP and Allied Banking Corporation, and 
NYLIP's Marketing Team. 


AN EXECUTIVE VISIT 
Newly installed CEO Nenita Lim - Cruz gets to know the agents 
from NYLIP's Baguio Branch. 
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The Master in Entrepreneurship (ME) program is a learn-and-apply 
course for entrepreneurs who want their own enterprises to become: 
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NSO reports 
sharp drop 
in volume of 
production 


5 v More Profitable by adopting the latest management tools 
and techniques 

v More Productive by vigorously pursuing Quality, Quantity 
and Cost Objectives 

v More Professional by installing the best: management practices 


THE APPROACH = * 
The ME offers a seamless education -- the WEEE as class 


Al 


THE LEARNING METHODOLOGIES 
The Master in Entrepreneurship (ME) program follows innovative 
learning methodologies: 
v Learning by Being a better person and entrepreneur through. 
the process of Self Mastery 
teaming by Thinking critically and creatively to discover new 
ms through the process of Situation Mastery 


ing by Doing by immediately applying Practical 
"'fnsnagement lessons through the process of Enterprise Mastery 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE COUNTRY'S MANUFACTURING SECTOR 
continued to be a weak performer, sustaining a 
year-on-year decline in production volume. 

The Volume of Production Index (VoPI) hit 
-7.1 percent in May, marking a faster decline 
than the 1.6 percent recorded in April, the Na- 
tional Statistics Office reported yesterday. 

NSO records showed that the volume of 
manufacturing output had been declining 
since the start of the year. It was recorded at 
-0.4 percent in January, -13.9 percent in 
February, and -6.8 percent in March. 

Even if measured in terms of value, manu- 
facturing output also registered a year-on. 
year drop. Value of Production Index (VaPD, 
"which takes into account price movements, 
stood at -5.5 percent in May—worse than the 
zero growth figure posted in April. 

According to Jonathan Ravelas, market 
strategist at Banco de Oro, the drop in VoPI 
and VaPI indicated that the manufacturing in- 


Professor Danilo A. Antonio, 
is a member of the Asian Center. 
for Entrepreneurship [ACE] core. 
faculty asa Guru in the Master in. 
Entrepreneurship [ME] Program. 
Prof. Antonio also teaches the 
Development of Enterprise (DE) 


Professor Alejandrino J. 
Ferreria Ed.D, is the Bank of 
‘America Foundation Professor of 
Business Management at AIM. 
From 2002 to 2004, he was the 
Dean of the AIM Asian Center for 
Entrepreneurship. Prior to his 


Professor Tomas B. Lopez i 
the Don Demetrio Tuason 
Professor of Agribusiness at AIM, 
and AIM's Guru of services 

IY marketing and the emerging field 

1 j of one-to-one marketing. A 

AUS /1 graduate of AIM's Master in 


Management program (with Distinction), his 
areas of specialization include Social Marketing, 
Development Communication, Corporate Social 


| Responsibility, Entrepreneurship, Strategic 


Management, and information Technology. He 
is President and CEO of the Club Noah Group of 
Companies operating the world-famous Club 
Noah-Isabelle in Northern Palawan. He is co- 
founder of Seair, an airline serving tourist 
destinations in Palawan, Surigao and Boracay, 
currently serves as President of the University of 
Makati 


va 
EQUIS 


ار روشنم 


And again; jn 


tor seven years now 


career in AIM, he also held senior executive 
positions at Guevarra Enterprises (Guevent) and 
helped form Unifoods international Corporation 
] distributor of Pepsi-Cola). Prof Ferreria, 
who holds a Bachelor of Science in Management 
from Ateneo de Manila and an MBA from the 
University of the Philippines, currently sits on the 
boards of Goodyear Philippines, Pascual 


Laboratories, Construction Mgmt. & Dev't. 


Foundation, Filipino Car Foundation, and Channel 


Technologies. 


٩ and Real Estate/Property Management and 


Finance electives in the Master in Business 


Administration Program. Prof. Antonio remains | 


active in the Philippine Real Estate industry, where 
he has accumulated over 27 years of experience 
in various aspects of the property business. He 
holds a Master in Business Management degree 
(With Distinction) from the Asian Institute of 
Management and a Bachelor of Arts in Economics 
Degree (Summa Cum Laude) from De La Salle 
University. 


ENROLL NOW! 


Start of Classes: August 6, 2007 


For more details, call Lorna Balina or Zaida F. Villanueva at [632] 892 4011 locals 356 and 376. 
or email your inquiries to:IbalinaGaim.edu, mvillanueva@aim.edu 


; kine, again 


Modi iin 


Come celebrate with us as we offer the 
ÀA OVERDRIVE special financing program 


‘Audi Open House 


‘Bate June 27 = July 23, 2007 
Time: 80am- 12b pm 
Venue: Audi Showroom PGA Cars, Ine 


0% interest for up to 36 months 


as low as Php 28,000 monthly payment 
as low as Php 80,000 downpayment" 


‘Special treat for all Audi Buyers, 
from Juna 27 to July 29, 2007: 

A chance to win a FREE Trip for two (2) 

to the Frankfurt Motorshow in Germany. 


PGA Cara, Ino. Sole Importer and Distributer of Audi, 201 EDSA Mandaluyong City. For a test drive call 727,0386 or 722.0381 up to 88+ 


dustry was a weak contributor to the econo- 
my's growth. 

Ravelas said the business climate was con- 
ducive for the industry sector, especially for call 
center operators and other business process out- 
sourcing firms, but not for manufacturers. 

Industry players earlier said that the high cost 
of electricity and labor were but some of the 
things that burdened the manufacturing indus- 
try, which is capital- and labor-intensive. 

The poor performance of the manufacturing 
sector, as shown by the NSO's Monthly Integrat- 
ed Survey of Selected Industries (Missi), earlier 
raised confusion over the sector's true state. 

NSO/Bé 


FULL RECLINING 
ALUMINUM || 
WHEELCHAIR 


= Aluminum special 
function type wheel- 
chair 

+ Detachable armrest 
and footrest 

+ Can be transformed 
into a bed anytime 

"STEADY AL” ° Super lightweight 


FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 


1 
.453.3128 هو 


Brand New House & Lot near Greenhills, 
Wack Wack, Shaw Blvd. in a secured & 
first class neighborhood 
8125. Laurel St., Mandaluyong City 
for info call: 410-0844 or 0917-8316862 


| SECURE your office from 
FRAUD & THEFT! 


‘Access Control & Timekeeping Devices 


MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


pm 

P 7,900 
PC Based Fingerprint Device 
‘in DTR Sofware 
و‎ 


Wi OTR Sofware 
1542 Fingerprints copay 


Buit in Back-up Batery‏ ها 

۲ Fingerprint Device 

1088.20 comecton or 
poo 

SHE Figerpinis Capacity 


Tir OTR Sormare 
Access Conta fu 
TTG Fingerprints Capacity 


Tors umpoyce a 


oro employees = 


MUSTARD oss eases sais Ss 
Me pooled 
E rie nz 


"T am the resurrection and life. He who believes in Me will live, even 
though he dies; and who ever believes in Me will never die.” 
John 11:25-26 


Our Dearly Beloved 


Ang Ka Chao 


(widow of Que Kok Hee) 


Now peacefully rests in the infinite grace and goodness of our 
Lord on the 22nd day of July 2007 at the age of 98. 
A beloved mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, aunt and friend, 
she will be missed most by her 
children 
Antonio (1) and Ligaya Co 
Benjamin and Helen Yao 
Samuel (+) and Teresita Co 
Felipe and Rima Del Rosario 
Danilo and Sally So 
grandchildren 
Julie, Dory, Anne, Marcelino, Aquino 
Tiffany, Wendalynne (t), Eunice, Jasper 
Victor, Vernadette, Venedick, Vinzon 
Marco, Ciarra, Miguel, Gian 
Candice, Iris, Denise 
and great-grandchildren. 
Her remains lie in state at the Sanctuarium, 739 G. Araneta Avenue, 
‘Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Friday, 27th of July 2007, 11:00 a.m. at Chinese 
Cemetery. 


Ê “1 thank you, O Lord, with all m: 
IC Beart, for you have heard the wor 
|| of my lips. You answered me when 1 |] 
| called; you made me strong and bold.” 
تا‎ 
Please be with us in thanking the 
Lord for the wonderful gift of 
Aurora (Babes) E. Perez, 
daughter of Daniel C. Perez (t) 


In Loving Memory 


On te 
Thru Dean امعد مسيم‎ 


Estela M. Peñaflorida 
wo passed anny on 20 ly 1995. sr Tita Babes ub 
site nt 150 Perez St. Tanawan, 

Bustos, Bulacan. 


Interment is scheduled on July 26, 2007, 
at nine in the morning. 


Masses will be offered بل‎ 26 July 2007 at 

the folowing: 

Sasctumo de San Amonio, 
Forbes Park 

Seco de San Jose, 
Greenhills 

St Alphonsus Mary de Lipso, 
Magallanes 

Our Lady of Bestia Love, 
Merle 

Pain oft Holy Sacrifice, 
UP 


21S NN 
TUS AM 
600 PM 
600 PM 


مه 


Atrium branch is open to serve your 
p^ 


530 AM. sified Ads requirements. 


Joseph's Chur‏ بو 
Holle‏ هو 
Clemens Chor‏ و 
prm‏ 
Tie family requests relatives, friends, and pious‏ 
readers to pay for be tral repose of ber oul‏ 


530 PM. branch office -— 


ATRIUM OFFICE 


(GROUND FLOOR هتم‎ BLDO. 


TELNOS 841-6970 I DV A012 / 52578 
po 3 


NOTICE 


1 
| 


“WE will keep you close as always, 
Tt won't even seem you ve gone, 

Because our hearts, in big and small ways, 
Will keep the love that makes us strong.” 


Gin Toying Memory 
On the 5th Death Anniversary 
of our Dearly Beloved 


ATTY. DAISY G. ZAMBRANO 
"Tita Ganda” 
28 December 1948 — 25 July 2002 


A Memorial Service in celebration of the life once shared with her will be 
held on Saturday, July 28, 2007 at 9:30 a.m. at the Court of Meditation, 
Holy Cross Memorial Park, Novaliches, Quezon City. 

She lives on in our hearts. 

Mamang Pinay, Leni, Boy & Angie, Mely & Art, Glad & Dave; 
Lendell & Michelle, Lester & Tina, Retzell & Jeff, Leanne & Pope, 
Dino, Jaja, Kevin, Dazha, Alain; Jelai, Trista, Brie. 


Notify 
family and 
friends of 
a loved one 
who had 
just passed 

away. 


Our Beloved 


Commodore JOSE S. 
FRANCISCO, AFP (Ret.) 


Flag Officer-in-Command, PN 1949-1961 


| We accept 
|. death notices, 
; announcing 
١ details of 
the person's 
wake and 
interment. 
For a very 
' affordable fee 
| you can reach 
|, out to everyone 
. who have been 
|. a part of the 
-life of your 
dearly 
departed. 
For more 
; information, 
you may 
contact 
١ Inquirer 
. Classifieds at 
: (02)897 8425. 


has gone to his Maker on July 23, 2007 
at the age of 98. 


His wife Pacita (+), children Jun (+) and Baby, 
Rene and Renee, Monina and Rudy (+), Linda, 
Caloy and Fran, grandchildren, areat-grandchildren, 
relatives and friends request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His body lies in state at the Philippine Navy Holy Child Chapel, 
Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. 


Funeral Mass will be on Saturday, July 28, 2007 
at 9:00 AM. Interment will follow at the 
Loyola Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque City. 


In lieu of flowers, we request donations to 
Gawad Kalinga to house a poor family in 
memory of our Dad. 


0 


‘BUYING 


ROLEX. Puck Py 


IMMEDIATE NEEDS 
EUROASIA 


(1) HUMAN RESOURCE ENGINEER | 
Graduate of BS Civil Engineer or Mechanical Engineer 
Male, 30 - 35 years old 


This is to inform the public that contrary to reports which appeared in the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer on July 21, 2007 and in the Philippine Star on 
July 22 and 24 2007, Performance Foreign Exchange Corporation (PFEC) 


Experience in Site Construction Managements abroad is an odvantoge | 
| 
| | is not in any way connected with Performance Investment Products Corp. 
| 
J 


f Human resource experience is pr 
09178884040 Computer Literate 

7269687 > Willing دا‎ travel abrood 
و شدای سس‎ cony 


(PIPC) or with the Performance Group of Companies as has been 
previously announced in several advisories issued by this company. 


PFEC was acquired by the current stockholders on 2004 from Mr. Michael 
Liew and has since then been continously providing its clients with the 

professional, efficient, and transparent service as a foreign exchange — ? 

broker. We reiterate that Mr. Liew has nothing to do with PFEC. 


Sussie 
consoma suus 
secindê a 
guum «nens 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


This is to inform the general public that MANALO 
MERCHANTS CORPORATION with office 
address at No. 01 M. Almeda St., Martires del 96, 

RO! Pateros, M.Mla. has been closed and dissolved 
DEWE effective June 30, 2007. 


E Performance Foreign Exchange Corporation 
m (a member of the SolidGold Group) 
ACCOUNTING CLERK 


* Female, 22-26 years old 
* College Graduate 
* Computer literate — | 
* with 2 years experience 
Bring resumé with picture, NBI/Police 
Clearance 
#85-A Timog Avenue, Q.C. 
Tel.No. 925-1461 
Look for Joy 


We thank our clients for their steadfast trust and confidence in our 
company and we look forward to a continued mutually beneficial 


PAM business relationship.‏ عناق 


[EA 


97 URUAN 


ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
7876716196437 
09213497170 


Get more exposure 
for your ad. 
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Inquire about the JobMarketpackoge ot 857-8808 loc 514. 


NOKAOI 

HHIC - Philippines, Inc... 
Social Security System.. 
DOLE-NCR .. 


Advertise in 
JobMarket Libre. 
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Bangko Sentral seen easing forex rules further 
CBCP: What sayeth thou Move aimed at slowing peso rise against the US dollar: 


۲ 0 By Daxim L. Lucas ‘Apart from impacting nega- approval and registration from that "improving macroecoj 
about communists? وه‎ $12 millionayear nomic fundamentals as well ag 
MONETARY AUTHORITIES BSP chief said the rapid appre- and raised the overbought lim- ongoing banking, capital mars; 
THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS CON- 7 are planning to further liberal- ciation of the peso was also itofbanksírom 2.5 percent of ket and institutional reforms; 
ference of the Philippines (CBCP) 2 ize’ the foreign exchange causing volatility in the for- unimpaired capital to 20 per- provide a favorable setting fos 
ference of the Philippines (CCP (QUESTIONS > چا‎ regime in the coming weeks in eign exchange market. cent with an absolute limit of the comprehensive review an 
political arena in defense of the OF POLICIES = =F an effort to slow the rapid ap- ‘Tetangco’scommentshelped 550 million. gradual reform of the existing 
laity ار‎ preciation of the peso against cool the peso yesterday after- The central bank also foreign exchange regulatory; 
For example, the CBCP asked Honesto C. > the US dollar. noon after the local currency waived the notarization re- framework.” Ei 
for the outright repeal of the min- General ^ ^ In an interview with re- hitafreshseven-yearhighdur- quirement for buyers of for- — The initial round of liberaliza*. 
ing law for environmental rea- era Jh. porters, Bangko Sentral ng ing trading in the morning. eign exchange tion of forex rules, however, failed; 
'ertunately for the country, Pilipinas (BSP) Governor At the Philippine Dealing At that time, Tetangco said toslowdownthepeso'srise. — 3 
ent Macapagal-Arroyo po- munist national treasurer lived in Amando M. Tetangco Jr. said System (PDS), the peso hit 
litely listened but, justas politely, one of the plush villages in the rules limiting local resi- 44.70 to the dollar, ignoring 
turned down the bishops. Makati. And why not? He certain- dents from buying foreign cur- warnings made by credit 
On the heels of the May 14 elec- ly can afford the luxury. rency would be further relaxed watcher Fitch Ratings that the y.. 3 
tions, the CBCP puttogetherasev- The money finances the so within the quarter. government would likely ex- J^ : 
en-point agenda for electoral re- called political struggle in the ` The central bank chief ceed its budget deficit cap of 
form. Ifthe government listens to cities around the country: The replied in the affirmative when P63 billion this year. 
Se s rallies, the TV and radio asked whether the fresh liber. — The peso ended the session 
e political leaders busy for at coverage, and, finally, the party- alization round would include at 44.82 to $1, which was one 
least the next three years. list candidacies: Some of it proba- the rel ra emi مس موب‎ 
The bishops have frowned on bly ends up in Holland to support e relaxation of documentary cent ne 7 = yan the previ- 
tho ported tt-for-tarkidnapping Jose Maria Sison’s luxurious life. Te‘Uirements on dolar pur out med وی‎ 
وی سپس کی وس وس دی سا تنج بو تب‎ mem A tl of $482 million 
Gf Father Boss's kidnappers. mates deir the State of the Overseas investments for lo- changed hands during yester- 
The bishops have not been able Nation Address last Monday must Cls- day's trading. 9 
to keep their mouths shut on al- have cost P1,000 per head. He declined, however, to Last February, the BSP’s poli- 
most any publicity. But, incredibly, The Armed Forces estimates the Sive more details. cy-making Monetary Board re- 
the CBCP has not said one single annual take ofthe NPA inthehun- “We will implement these laxed foreign exchange rules, 
wee G about the CPF/NPA and the dreds of millions of pesos a year. (changes in the rules] soon,” allowing banks and individu- f Cat NADS or fifo at 
Communist groups in the cities, This is probably an exaggeration, Tetangco said. "We want to alstopurchasemoredollars. | INSOL Development Foundation Inc. 
Such as Bayan Muna, Akbayan, but the Communist Party is reput- give banks and nonbanks The changes which were im- on: (02) 9112067“ 
Partido ng Manggagawa, Anak edly the richest political group in greater latitude in invest- plemented last April included 36a Main Ave, GubabxQ.€ fi, & 
Pawis, Gabriela and Migrante the country. ments.” a higher amount of foreign ex- 
(have I missed anyone?) ‘The bishops are the successors The central bank hopes that change that residents can buy 
It looks like the CBCP views ofthe Apostles. They are the shep- making it easier for residents to from banks without supporting 
these communist groups in the herds of the flock. But it looks like buy foreign currencies and toin- documents from $5,000 to 
cities as part of the democratic the CBCP considers the commu- 
scene. If so, CBCP is looking at the nists in the cities as the flock. If so, 
communist problem from the the bishops are wrong. Their real 
wrong end. flock is the poor laity in the distant 
The United States and the Euro- barrios suffering under the terror 
pean Union classify the Commu- grip of the NPA. 
nist Party ofthe Philippines (CPP), ^ By saying absolutely nothing 
and its armed component, the against the CPP/NPA terrorist or- 
New Peoples Army (NPA), as ter- ganizations and the communist 
rorist organizations. But it is the front groups in the cities, the shep- 


Personal Entrepreneurial Seri 
vest overseas will help it rein in $10,000. Business Incubator Series 
the peso's sharp rise, which BSP also increased the maxi- Financial Management Series4 ff; 
Tetangco said had already be- mum offshore investments of Market Growth Series “ip? 
come a cause for concern. residents without central bank Operations Efficiency Séries 

eople Leadership Series... 


Might as well ask why guests come to 
poorest ofthe poor laity in the far- herds have abandoned their flock. The A; 

hest barrios that are in the terror The duty of tending to the flock Why did the Herald Suites. Answers could range from 
grip of the NPA. Everything that includes protecting and defending > “truly warm service" to a simple 


the poor faithful grows and rais- the flock from the wolves that rooster cross “I like it there” 
es—rice and corm, coconuts and prey omit. d 


Copra, rattan and other forest ^ ILI were the confessor of the the street? Whatever, we pride ourselves in making 
products, cattle and hogs—are CBCR I would send them all, as 3 guests happy. All the time. 
taxed 10 percent by the NPA. penance for their sins, to the dis- 

‘The blood money extorted from tant barrios to ask the poor laity 


the poor at the point of an Ar- for forgiveness. Then, and only Herald Suites - The comforts of Home 


malite rifle ends up in Manila. then, would I grant them absolu- 
Someone once told me the com- tion. 


BTr names 15 dealers كم‎ 
of 3-, 5-yr retail bonds ۴ E 


Where ['4 like to be 
By Michelle V. Remo on July 25 and another in Davao = BE BRC er 
on July 26 to invite potential in- ی ا‎ 

‘THE BUREAU OF THE TREASURY vestorstobuy RTBs. سس سه‎ + ME 
has named the 15 banks that qual First Metro Investment Corp. 
ified to serve as dealers for the 3- and BPI Capital Corp. have been 
year and 5-year Retail Treasury tapped to serve as issue man- a ST REPUBUCOF THEPHUPPINES 
Bonds (RTBs) currently being of- agers. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT rā SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
fered tothe public. Unlike regular government se- * National Capital Region i East Avenue, Dilman, Quezon Cily 

‘These are Metropolitan Bank &  curities, RTBs are intended for in- CEJ DY Infl Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino Tel. Nos. (632) 920-6401 * (632) 920-6446 
Trust Co., BPI Capital, First Metro dividuals or ‘small investors. The cor. General Malvar St, Malate, Manila. E-mait member. relationsQssss.gov.ph * Website: http:llwww.sss.gov.ph 
Investment Corp. Philippine Na- minimum investment require- 


tional Bank, BDO Universal bank, ment was ser at only P5,000. NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S Invitation to Apply PY and to 
Land Bank of the Philippines, De. The Treasuryearliersaid banks | FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) io. 2007-031-Goods 


E ip- were required t 1 COMPREHENSIVE PREVENTIE MAINTENANCE FOR THE EIGHT (ë) SETS PRECISION AR 
elopment Bank of the Philip- were required to allocate at least | ise hereby given that he folowing companieslemployers have fled ا‎ 

pines, BDO Capital Corp, SOpercentoftheirRTBsorsmall | Wen mis Regional Otce applcaton/s for Alen Em; سم‎ cesta ites E 
Citibank N.A., China Banking investors. ا سات‎ iploymer me SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM (SSS), through the WR — FBE intends to apply De sum o 


4  PABSA BIB DO ben ha Approved dore Corte ABC) o payments under ba cont 
Corp., Rizal Commercial Banking First Metro earlier said it was EET: Position {or te Comprehensive Preventivo f 


Corp, Allied Banking Corp, expecting demand for RTBs to یی‎ Wate oer Coni bas ard ee t ABC he ony 

Multinational Investment Ban- reach at least P40 billion. It said Tte SSS nowindes Bids hom lige bidders he Comprehenehe Preventive Malnisnan 

corp. Deutsche Bankand ING. the RTBs were expected to attract | aa anacnanonsreciausts eei لت لس‎ de SES an cs Dewey alte GOODSSERYCES | 
last Monday, the government investors who were looking for Û FS, 


Tul upon spinge no conracieceipt © o Oder DO) The decipi o an ele 
1 8 FNP Big Pelro Gi S1, Eia Mania : بع‎ 
held a price-setting auction for for virtually risk-free securities. بر‎ fni در‎ contained u Secio ol Ihe Being Documents, structono Bidders (T). 


the RTBs. The 3-year RTBs _ Finance Undersecretary Rober- | MANLA SEOUL WEEKLY Shs tb dace tg enone deg ces بو وی‎ ey 
fetched an interest rate of 6.875 to Tan earlier said the treasury | NTERNATONALINCORPORATED ليم‎ entera es speeed ne implementing Rules ard equations Pat A IRR-A) ol 


is Routt Aa M (CA S184). ohare rows a e “Coreen! Precurenanl RA 
percent, while the 5-year RTBs bill auction supposedly sched- | don, كيه شر‎ reco Gomes هت وه‎ Fp zene proreloshps organizations wih al least sty | 


fetched 7.125 percent. uled on Monday had been can- | موه‎ Cone, Pasa Gly rex) rest or oustanding copia sioct berge oceans smd 


e دا سس سي‎ county ean tps ch وی‎ ris ar 
‘The offering of the retail bonds celed, as the government intend- a د ع د مس وت و‎ (RA Sand spa D 
started last Monday and would ed to raise its required borrow- Eee fc (CA 13) Ony Bat um Biden wo pass ebay che wil 


i e opened. Tre process ar e sgodiy check descted in Secion ol he Bidang 
end on July 30. ings through the RTB offering. || urm 504 One Corporate Pisza, ecu T6 Te dte wi he Loses Caled BG (LCB) shal sace to e post 

OffidalsoftheBTrandthoseof The supposed auction for regular | 845 Arnaiz Ave. Legaspi Vage, Makai Cly teanen Sap im oder fagi dme responsiveness o! e B lo chil and 
the government's issue managers treasury bonds yesterday was al- Sancai rgarement lhe project The conta hal hen be awarded 1o he Lowest 
will conduct a road show in Cebu so canceled led nmr B LER] vi wer st 


loresed cere may obtain tbe ormalen om he SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM and 


Business groups ... ةا‎ eS 


00pm 
‘Aco sel cl ing Documents may be purchased by esed Bidders von he atest 
and Medium Enterprise Act. lor on upon poet de no tva ee me amount o! P2 0000. The metodo 
‘They also asked for new laws | 2 de és Commons. Terreni te cn 2 cast bas payable ane SSS Casing Departmani, SSS Man B 
Dion, Quezon City ‘Ground Floor, upon accomplishment of SSS Form 26. The Bidding Documents shall be 
federation of the Philippines, that cover the creation of a credit m ی ی‎ presta. 
Philippine Exporters Confedera- information system, ensuring | GOLDENEASTHMARINE 


n Tie Pei Corse cha be helî n 10 August 2007 at 20 pam. ai e Green Room, 
tion, Makati Business Club, Man- freedom of access to information, |"RODUTRMC ] For, SSS Man Biog., Eas Avenue, Daman, Quezon iy 1 
agement Association of the reforming land administration, و‎ eee ee sand elg requirements must be کج ام‎ a Green Room 12h lor, SSS Main 


Philippines, Philippine Associa- institutionalizing the use and | smcummnmc. رس‎ on A August 207 not ter han 200 p.n Als mabe serorperted by a Bid 

tion of Multinational Companies, promotion of renewable energy, | !1-ACountrySpace 1 Big. rm E er 4 

Semiconductor and Electronics and simplifying the taxation on | Se% Pe Maias Oy a نويه زر‎ nse tine هوي‎ le Ba Ne 

Industries in the Philippines, and net income. EEPPHONE ENGUSHSYSTENUNC. Desi er hy on 24 Augus 207 at 2-9 pr Bs wi ue cpenedin presence of 

the Philippine Chamber of Com- The groups also asked for laws | 1040EDSA Magafanes Voge. Maia Chy Bo Bases rentes who hosel alan 3l ha gen tes 

merce and Industry. that would rationalize taxes on The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM reserves be ngh o لإا‎ o reel any ora Bs witout 
‘These groups hive been active the financial sector fiscal incen- | Se, ecg any resson. wave ay را‎ leat, god io award 1o any bidder whose“ 


A = TOMO EDSA gian Viage. Makai سسا سم‎ moa مه‎ fe SSS Te SSS nadhar asses any سا‎ 
in the National Competitiveness tives and restrictions on foreign ون‎ n سیم رت‎ al may be رنه‎ etidm bo preparaten o her especie 


Council a collaboration between investment. EEPPHONE ENGUSHSYSTEILINC. "os nor oes e SSS quarte ha an aa wë bo made. 
the government and the private “(These laws) would strength- | 100 8050 Magalanes Wage Malas Oty Bids an Amara Commitee 
sector, in drawing up an action en the country’s competitiveness | io have aay inlormasoniobjecion o the abo Lal EE 
agenda aimed at making the and increase the country’s | withe Regon Decor. Eas يتس‎ Damen Quezon ly 
country more attractive to in- growth and social development,” Tage ATED: موه‎ el A 
vestors. they said. “Such positive condi- | حیبست‎ ae tee) 
"Their legislative wish list called tions present great opportunities 0 R 
for changes in the Build-Operate- for the Philippines to build on re- EIAS 
‘Transfer law, the Local Govern- cent gains and push the gross do- ] 
ment Code, the Customs Brokers mestie product growth to 7 per- 
Actand the Magna Carta for Small cent and higher.” 
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Small farmers bat for bill 
on agri reform extension 


SMALL FARMERS AND OTHER 
agrarian reform advocates have 
expressed their support for the 
proposed bill extending the Com- 
prehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
gram, according to nongovern- 
ment organization Centro Saka 
Ine. 

Leaders of the CARP Move- 
ment said the bill would help en- 
sure the full implementation of 
the Comprehensive Agrarian Re- 
form Law during the proposed 
seven-year extension period. 

“The bill primarily aims to en- 
sure full funding of the program, 
accelerate land distribution com- 
pletion and strengthen support 
services and agrarian justice de- 
livery” said Pakisama chair Ka 
Crispin Aguelo. 

He added the bill, which was 
filed by Akbayan party-ist Rep. 
Riza Hontiveros-Baraquel, pro- 
vides that Certificates of Land 
Ownership Award cannot be de- 
dared void. 

‘The proposed bill also seeks to 
create an interagency committee 
on support services and an over- 
sight committee to assess the De- 
partment of Agrarian Reform’s 
annual land distribution perfor- 
mance. 

Samahang 53 Ektarya ng 
Macabud chair Elvie Baladad 
said they are enlisting the sup- 
port of both the government 
and private sector to facilitate 
the bill's passage. 


“Government should have no 
second thoughts about support- 
ing the... bill because agrarian re- 
form is the centerpiece of its asset 
reform and social justice pro- 
gram,” she said. 

‘Apart from Rep. Baraquel, Rep. 
Lorenzo "Erin Tafada Ill and 
Carlos Padilla havé likewise 
pledged to support and co-spon- 
sor the extension-with-reforms 
bill 

The leaders of the Reform 
CARP Movement said they are 
ready to challenge big 
landowners and anti-agrarian 
reform advocates who are said 
to be bent on stopping the ex- 
tension of the agrarian reform 
program. 

“The CARP is a restitution pro- 
gram founded on the need to pro- 
vide social justice for the landless 
farmers and farm workers by en- 
suring the protection of their eco- 
nomic and social rights,” Paragos- 
Pilipinas Chair Ka Jimmy Tadeo 
said. 

Calls to extend the agrarian 
reform program have been 
mounting as a result of the dis- 
mal land distribution accom- 
plishments since the CARP be- 
gan in 1988. 

Approval of the bill would not 
only ensure continued funding 
for the program but also see to 
the distribution of some 1.3 mil- 
lion hectares of farmland. Amy R. 
Remo 


Property firm Anchor Land 
set to maximize IPO price 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


PROPERTY DEVELOPER ANCHOR 
Land Holdings Inc. expects to price 
its initial public offering (IPO) near 
the top of its indicative range due 
to strong demand from the invest- 
ing public, the issue's underwriter 
said 

Ina briefing for investors, BDO 
Capital & Investment Corp. presi- 
dent Ed Francisco said that orders 
for Anchor Land's IPO have al- 
most equaled the number of 
shares on offer. 

"The [order] book for this issue 
is almost done," he said. "Because. 
of this, we are pricing the stock 
near the higher end, in fact al- 
most near the top.” 

The company was scheduled to 
submit its final price to regulators 
last night after press time. 

‘Anchor Land initially gave a 
pricing range of P4.97 to P8.94 
for its IPO. At the top end of the 
range, the company expects to 
raise over P700 million in gross 
proceeds, although the firm will 
receive only about 2600 million 
met of underwriting fees and 
costs. 

According to Anchor Land vice 
chair Steve Li, the proceeds 
‘would be used to fund additional 
real estate projects and acquire 
more land for future develop- 
mens. 

Broken down further, the com- 
pany said that up to P350 million 


NSO reports sharp ... «e» 


ples to see whether there would 
bea need to revise Missi reports. 

bola noted that electricity 
sale was a common tool used in 
determining whether the manu- 
facturing sectors output was on 
the decline. He noted that elec» 
tricity sale by the Manila Electric 
Co. increased by 5.8 percent in 
May from a year ago. 

According to the Missi, the 
manufacturing sector's sales fig- 
ures in May also proved to be dis- 
couraging. Volume of net sales 
stood at -1.9 percent, a reversal of 
the 1.1 percent growth of the pre- 
vious month. 

The Missi also said that value 
of net sales posted zero growth in 
May, dropping from the 3.3-per- 
cent rise in April. 

Producers Price Index, which 
measures the increase in factory 
prices of locally produced goods, 
settled at 1.7 percent in May from. 
1.6 percent the previous month. 

Average capacity utilization 
rate, which measures how much 
of the sector's production capaci- 
ty was actually used, was record- 
ed at 80.2 percent in May, almost. 
unchanged from the 80.1 percent. 
in April 


would be used to acquire new 
land, P200 million would be used 
to develop a high-rise residential 
property in Parafiaque City, while 
the remaining P100 million 
would be used to pay off existing 
obligations. 

‘After the IPO, the firm would 
have a market capitalization of 
lose to P3 billion, and a price- 
earnings ratio of approximately 
18 times over expected 2007 
earnings of P161.4 million. 

In a statement, Li said the 
company would like to take ad- 
vantage of existing financial and 
real estate market conditions, 
“which have been soaring to 
great heights over the last two 
years.” 

During this time, the compa- 
ny has "consistently been mak- 
ing income in excess of P50 mil- 
lion per year,” the company 
said. 

Li is optimistic about the 
growth of the real estate industry, 
particularly the residential co 
dominium segment. 

the current economic 

m, the market is really 
booming, and there are huge for: 
eign investments coming in," he 
said. "Interest rates are also very 
low, which makes a lot of projects, 
affordable to buyers. I think this 
will continue for the next two to 
three years.” 

The company's shares are seb; 
tobe listed on Aug. 8. 


‘This was because, according to 
the National Income Accounts, 
the manufacturing sector had a 
hand in the country’s robust 
growth in the first quarter when it 
reported a higher output during 
the period. 

The National Income Accounts 
records the country’s economic 
growth and contributors to the 
growth in a given period. 

The National Statistical Coor- 
dination Board (NSCB) had ex- 
plained that the Missi covers only 
"organized" manufacturing firms 
in its samples. 

“Organized” firms are those 
that are registered with the Secu- 
rities and Exchange Commission 
or belong to a recognized indus- 
try association. 

On the other hand, the Nation- 
al Accounts takes a wider sample, 
which includes “unorganized” in- 
dustry members, or small-scale 
producers not registered with the 
SEC, the NSCB said. 

Despite the explanation, Victor 
Abola, economics professor from 
the University of Asia and the Pa- 
cific, said that parts of the Missi 
report were dubious. He suggest- 
ed for the NSO to update its sam- 
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Veggie farmers slam LGU collection of ‘road tax’ 


From farm to market-and provinces in between-growers pay dues 


would again talk to DILG Secre- 
tary Ronaldo Puno to press the 
matter. 

Because of the truck ban, Tan 
said, vegetable growers would of- 
ten sell their produce to middle- 
men and traders, who conse- 
quently jack up prices. 

This move makes the produce. 
way more expensive than farm- 
gate prices—to the disadvantage 
‘of consumers. 

Also because of the truck ban, 
some vegetable producers resort 
to hiring or buying smaller vans 
to be able to deliver their pro- 
duce. 

The costs of the vehicles, fuel 
and the hiring of extra workers 
are eventually passed on to con- 
sumers in the form of higher 
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from directly delivering their pro- 


This, he said, adds to the cost 
of the vegetables sold in markets. 
In a meeting held in Mala- 
cafiang last week, Tan said veg- 
etable growers continue to be ha- 
rassed by various provincial gov- 


Undersecretary 
Salvador Salacup admitted that 
LGUs have the mandate to raise 
revenues through the issuance of 


He added that the DA had ear- 
lier requested the DILG to "facili- 


ery of local produce to city cen- 


UNERED! 


duce to buyers, parti 
in Metro Manila. 


ernments. 
Agriculture. 


local ordinances. 


tate the efficient and 


ters.” 
Salacup also said 


the weekly drows will automatically be 
included in he grand rafle draw. 

The grond role draw wil be on November 17, 
2007, where he folowing prizes wil be given 


a] 100 units of iPod Shufles; 

Ej 10 units of Nokia N95 Mobile Phones; 

d 1 unit of Philips LCD TV; 

d 1 unit Mazda 3 4.door sedon; 

9) 1 mmi Monda Ao dms and 
1 unit Mazda Tribute SUV 

Al winners wil be noffied via phone coll ond 

‘registered mail. This includes insrucions on how 

doin ber winnings,‏ و 

To be able lo cim fhe prize tem, Mero Manila 

ond provincial winners most be able to present 

the folowing documents cited below, via fx or 

‘email priar 1o delivery. 

al ink cartridge box showing the winning 
alphanumeric serial number 

bj Sales invoice/ oficial receipt, as proof of 
purchose; 

d Tuo (2) ve Ds, sch os passport, vos D, e 

10. Winners of Nokia N95 Mobile Phone, Philips 


ing the collection of such taxes. 

The DILG issued the memoran- 
dum circular last year. 

Similar to a pass, the stickers 
provincial governments issue to 
vegetable growers, cost amy- 
where from P500 to P1000. 

With the stickers, vegetable 
transporters are exempted from 
the truck ban. 

Tan said that the vegetable 
growers need to secure the stick- 
ers from officials of all the 
provinces that happen to lie in 
their farm-to-market route. 

Bach local government issues 
its own set of stickers. 

Tan said vegetable growers 
from Region IV have repeatedly 
asked the DA to help them resolve 
the problems brought on by the 
truck ban, which prevented them 
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By Amy R. Remo 


THE COUNTRYS VEGETABLE 
growers have appealed to the 
government to stop the imposi- 
tion of a "road tax" on vegetables. 
being transported to Metro Mani- 
la 


According to Lyndon Tan, pres- 
ident of the Region IV Vegetable 
Council, the problem persists 
even after the Department of 
Agriculture has assured farm 
growers that charges on the 
goods would be removed under 
the government's food lane pro- 
gram. 

Tan said provincial govern- 
ments continue to impose fees 
and taxes despite the presence of 
a Department of Interior and Lo- 
cal Government order, suspend- 


LA ice 


Ted 


Promo period is from July 25 to September 15, 
2007 with nationwide coverage. 
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SMC allots P35B for power, 
mining, infra ventures 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 2007 
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“The P35 billion will go a very, very, P37.5 billion. The new capitalization 


38 


will be made up of 3.6 billion com, 
mon class “A” shares, 2.4 billion class, 
"B" shares and 1.5 billion preferred. 
shares, all with a par value of P5" 
apiece. 

The company also obtained shar 
holder approval to amend its articles 
of incorporation and pave the way fot 
the issuance of 1.5 billion preferred. 
shares to raise the necessary funds.” 

Shareholders also approved the 
transfer of the company's domestic 
beer assets, excluding land and. 
brands, to a wholly owned subsidiary 
in exchange for shares of that domes, 
tic beer unit for the eventual listing 
and public offering of such shares. —. 

Constantino said San Miguel's 
partner Kirin Brewery of Japan was 
interested to invest in the local brew- 
er. Details of the proposed initial pub. 
lic offer are still being studied. 


long way,” Ang said. 

“We don't have a timetable for that 
yet (for the P35 billion investment),” 
‘Constantino added. 

San Miguel chair Eduardo Co- 
juangco Jr. expressed confidence that 
the company's planned ventures into 
these new engines of growth—min- 
ing, power, utilities and infrastruc- 
ture—would deliver optimum value 
for shareholders who will reap the 
benefits of higher earnings for San 
Miguel. 

Cojuangco also told shareholders 
that San Miguel could even bid for 
National Power Corp. once it is sold 
as one big block. 

To help fund the company's ambi- 
tious expansion into new businesses, 
shareholders yesterday approved the 
increase in the company’s authorized 
capital stock from P22.5 billion to 


SAN MIGUEL CORP, SOUTHEAST 
Asia's biggest food and beverage firm, 
is pouring P35 billion (about $750 
million) into new businesses in pow- 
er, mining, infrastructure and utili 
ties, officials said after yesterday's 
stockholders’ meeting. 

This represents 10 percent of the 
company's total assets, San Miguel 
chief finance officer Ferdinand Con- 
stantino said. 

San Miguel president Ramon Ang 
said that at the moment, SMC was in- 
terested in investing in transmission 
assets being sold by the government. 

Last year, Ang partnered with 
‘Tenaga Nasional Berhad of Malaysia 
in a consortium that prequalifed for 
the bidding of the 25-year concession 
of National Transmission Corp. to op- 
erate a nationwide power gri 
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Megaworld buying P1.7-B ELI shares. 
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eco. subscribing to P1.7 billion in preferred shares : 
Far Ceicas ie B Dolor Peso of Empire East Land Holdings Inc. (ELI). 
ts Cnt on لس‎ 3 Equivalent. _ Equivalent This will consist of 1.714 billion preferred 
‘heer echoes me 0059 اميم ی‎ 
tei Laboratories e. A - E ar INQUIRER sources said the move would raise 
d funds for ELI to retire some debt and finance 
S9. 5769. new projects such as Pioneer Woodlands, a 
EEE ame uen anne ee 0 ant ووو سس‎ 
Agi hoian Ine. or Den eee —gereet on Pioneer Ave. in Mandaluyong City. 
Accom ie y i oas 0.853062 لا‎ ELLs 45.87-percent owned by Megaworld. 
ATN Home 8 LIN — uM -— mI S. — Theseries"D" preferred shares will be non- 
‘aus Gn hes A eine © 01952 0268052 Mp andes عع لشن سوس‎ 
Aoi oy Ventures re QN am m -H vertible and redeemable and will have prefer- 
fuir e س‎ DNO — 0000110 ence over common shares in case of liquida- 
Aon Cons esau SSE سک‎ tion or dissolution of the company. 
agi Porppne Hotes Co. oota hie. At the option of the holders, the preferred 
-aee araea eror Shares will be convertible in whole or in part to 
SON — 9093 - common shares of the issuer on a one-share- 
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ces c" 0.185587 8393 = ME to dividends at the rate of 4.5 
epe Hodge. 0.024825 1.3187 year. 
So 0293513 131855 ELI plans to spend roughly P8 billion over 
Lan. ouis A1741 the next five years mostly to build condomini- 
ums catering to the middle income earners. 
-0126475 L 4; Company president Anthony Charlemagne 
0011996 - 0016582 7 Yu had said that the five-year budget plan 
0106474 0.146998. translated to about P1.5 billion a year to be 
70108057 _ n 63 churned out largely from internally generated 
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Yu said that for this year alone, Empire East 
would start pre-selling two condominium 
projects, with the units priced at P1 million to 
P3 million each. 
"We believe that the activity in this (mid- 
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Stocks end lower on Fitch report deincome) market validates our view that it 
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isa stable market," Yu said. 
The two condominium projects that will be 
SHARE PRICES mentto borrow more uities to fixed-income _pre-sold this year are Pioneer Woodlands and 
closed 0.8-percent to cover its deficit,” instruments, which Little Baguio Terraces in Greenhills, San Juan. 
lower yesterday as said Rodrigo. will become moreat- Little Baguio will offer 2,000 units. A typi- 
President Macapa- “There might be a tractive in terms of cal ELI condominium unitis 22.5 to 80 square 
gal-Arroyo's disap- shiftoffunds fromeq- yields,"hesaid. AFP meters each. Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson. 
pointing State of the 
Nation Address failed 
to boost investor sen- 
timent, dealers said, 
Power Sector 
Comments from A ASSETS & LIABILITICS 
Fitch Ratings that the Hess Manace? Conronsrion 
jovernment was un- 
iy to keep its bud- INVITATION TO EXPRESS INTEREST, PRE-QUALIFY AND BID 
get deficit for 2007 | The Power Sector Assets and Lsbies Managemen! Corporation (PSALM? Privatization. Bids and Awards 
Se deficit epu. | Compseste Carnes in accordance win Secon 21 of RA 138, te Elec Power Industry Reform Act 
Y he PBDI | rato he EPIRA”, mie nest pres o arcis n pe quy nd û for e: 
lon, sling | a | tse رار‎ Conceenon Or Tha Facies ond Assas Tr Toren pin 
weighed onthe man- | qp ane Pst) he Transco Pietro rone 
they said | testes partes are required w submit an Expression c neret CEO) o PSALM wich shal siate he tul 
posite in- | name, address, telephone and tax number of each interested party, name of the principal contact and signed by 
dex lost 31.55 points | Snasinonzed represertative of each دهده بعلم‎ party. Al EOls must be received by PSALM at the PSALM Office, 
at 3,0624. The | MPs Berke: Buking 6735 Ayala Avenue, Mekal رات‎ not aler an 500 p.m. on 24 Avgust, 2007 (De 


: EOI Submission Dendine?, Orly interested paries that submit an EOI by he EOI Submission Deadline shall be 
broader all-share in- | stowed io paricipate further n the Transco Privatization. A party may express interestin behalf of another party, 
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fo later han tha submission of he Pre-quaificalion Proposal. 

Asa prerequisite to the ]( receipt of the bidding package (he "Bidding Package’ hat includes the procedures for 
Tor ine Transco Prvetizaton (he “Bidding Procedures) (i) the Gat ransaction documents, (ii) conduct 

Sf due ditgence, and (W) submission of a pre-qualcation proposal, interested parties must execute a 
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unchanged. Confidentalty Agreement and an Undertaking pursuant to Section 78 of the EPIRA, in the forms provided by 
Vol 4 PSALM. and pay a non-refundable fee in the amount of Five Thousend U.S, Dollars (U.S. 55.000.000) (the 
Volume was 48 | “Parscigaton Fee’. The Perticpalion Fee shall er be in cash, manager's check or cashiers check. Al bank 
billion shares worth | charges, any, shali be forthe account of the interested party. The Bidding Package shall be issued during office 
243 billion. fours (6:00 am. to 5:00 p.m. from O1 August 2007 unti the Pre-qualficstion Proposal Submission Deadine 
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Among the bidding actives are: Due Diligence to commence on 01 August 2007; Pre-qualiiction Proposal 
Submission Deadine of 5:00 p.m. on 21 September 2007: Pre-bid Conference at 2:00 pm. on 05 November 
SOOT at the PSALM Office: and Deadine for Receipt of Bids by PSALM at 10:00 am. on 12 December 2007 
Relerences fo Gales and tines shal bo based on Mania imme, unless otherwise slated, all venues shall be at the 
PSALM cflc Should ony of te above dates [a on a pubic holday n Makati Cily, tne deadine shall be extended 
To ihe tame tine of he immediately succeeding business day in Makati City. The dates and times of other 
important milestones are contamed in ihe Biking Procedures. 


Interested paries and consortia should note that EPIRA provides thal the Concessionare "shall be financially 
id techacaly capable, wih proven domestic andlor intemational experience and expertise as a leading 
Sanemission system operator and hal such experience must be with a transmission system of comparable 
apacty end coverage as the Phüppines-. The detaled pre-quaiicaion criteria are contained in the Bidding 
Procedure. Only partes who have pre-qualified wil bo alowed to atend the Pre-bd Conference, and submit a 
[echnical proposal and a nance! bi forthe Transco Privatization, as outined in the Bing Procedures. Pre- 
ای‎ Laders wil be required 1o post a Thirty Mion U.S. Dollar (U.S.$ 30,000, 000.00) bd bond in the form of 
revocable contrmed standby leiter of oct together with the submission of Bids. The amount and other detas 
Stine ei ی‎ are contained inthe Bidding Procedures. The bd bond f the winning bidder shal be substituted 
By performance securty in accordance withthe transaction documents o guarantee prompt, faithful and 
بل‎ performance of obigatons undar the ransacton documents. A two-envelope bidding system wil be 
‘Scones. Otter erais ol he Transco Privatization, inducing he submission of audited nancial siatements and 
ieena tax retum, the deadline forthe formation of consorta and other deacines, are contained in the Bidding 
Procedures. The terms of fne concession are contained n te draft transaction documents and shall be finalized 
accordance with the Bidding Procedures 

Expressions f interest, Confidentiality Agreements and Undertakings shall be addressed and submitled to: The 
‘Ghamman, Priv;kzato, Bids and Awerde Committee, PSALM Corporation, Th Floor Bankmer Buiding, 6758 
Ayaa Avenue. Makati Ciy. Philippines. inguines and clrticatons shall be addressed lo Mr. Froilan A. Tampinco 
dine PSALM Offce or al :كاماد‎ (682) 692-6029 or e-mail address latampnco@psalm.gov.p. 

“The Commitee reserves the right to acceptor reject any interested party, consortia or bidder or proposals or bids 
thereirom, or any part Meroe. andlor 10 waive any defects contained therein and accept the offer most 
ivantagecus tothe Government ofthe Republ of ho Philippines in accordance wih the Bidding Procedures. 
‘The Commies reserves mne right io mod, supplement, change, suspend or termina the privatization process 
Zl any lime, including the Bicing Procedures, schedule and the venue provided therein. lor any reason 
Shateoover and who giving prior notes Interested partes andlor bidders wil be noted subsequently of such 
‘modiicatons, supplements, or changes. 


(S04) RAPHAEL PERPETUO M. LOTILLA 
Chairman 


PSALM Privatization. Bids and Awards Commitioo 
Poi-Jdy 23,24 8.25 2007) 


ing to figure out if the 
Presidents flagship in- 
frastructure projects 
are realistic while 
Fitch's statement 
brought out concems 
as to how government 
will go about funding 
these (projecis)," said 
Ron Rodrigo of Uni- 
capital Securities. 
Fitch said that 
based on the first-half 
fiscal data, it now ex- 
pected the Philip- 
pines’ budget deficit 
for 2007 to hit P125 
billion or 1.9 percent 
of gros domestic 
produc (GDP), ex- 
cluding revenue from 
planned asset sales in 
the second half. 
“Fitch's statement 
implies there will be 
more pressure to in- 
crease interest rates 
or for the govern- 
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At Eastwood LeGrand in Eastwood City's new Palm District, there are no limits to what you can do. 
Or what you can enjoy. Your home literally bursts with the finest pleasures. Prom its stunning Art Deco 
facade and elaborate French interiors. To luxurious suites that swathe you in comfort. 

To topnotch recreational offerings. And to the thrills of City Walk, just a short stroll away. 

Here, two fun strips overflow with shops, restaurants, bars, cafés and entertainment hubs. 


Bringing a hip leisure culture right on your doorstep. SA AO INTEREST- NO RESERVATION 
* NOLUMP SUM PAYMENTS 
Delight in the abundance of all things grand. In an address of impressive proportions. J-— = 
Eastwood LeGrand. 
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Join our Grand Open House on July 28, Saturday, 59 
P from 10 AM to 10 PM at the Eastwood City Grand Showroom. iat Ben managed ALLIANCE GLOBAL: 


ae Call us now at (632) 421-4243 or 421-4247 52 مسر ی سین‎ 


€— لوقبو‎ Eastwood Property Holdings, Inc. 
Eastwood City Information Centri Grand Showroom, stood City Rodrigsez e Ave. (C-5) Quezon City 150 9001:2000 CERTIFIED ۳ 
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THE QQ3 has been 
popular with the 

youth and first 

time auto buyers 

(mostly women: 

buyers) in China 

and Iseway Motors 

is expecting a 

similar trend here. 


prove how far Chinese-built cars have come," 
announced Ricky Lam, CEO of Iseway Motors 
Philippines, the exclusive distributor of Chery 
in the country. 


Most successful 
Chery is one of the most successful car 
manufacturers in China. Unlike many of its 
counterparts that created joint ventures with 
foreign companies to obtain technology, 
Chery relied on its own research and develop: 
ment. 
PROVING) 82:2 
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E-mail: pr_motoring@inguirercom.ph 


st, it was the recall of toothpastes má 
in China that were found to contain diethy- 
lene glycol, a chemical commonly used in an- 
tifreeze and brake fluid. Afterward, it was the 
order to pull out a candy product that tested 
positive for formaldehyde (formalin), an em- 
balming chemical used in funeral parlors. 
Indeed, the “Made in China" label is getting 
a bad rap, in light of all the recent and regular 
reports of fake, shoddy or dangerous goods. 
“But this doesn't mean that every product 
that comes from China should be regarded as 
1n fact, various industry sectors in China 
are getting up to international standards. 
Among these are in the auto sector where 
Chery is one of the leaders and we are here to 
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‘Text and photos by Charles E. Buban 


HE NEWS WAS, OF COURSE, MOST UNWEL- 
come. Prior to Chery Automobile’s maiden 
launch here in the Philippines last week, the air- 


1 


waves and print media were swamped with not so good 
reports on Chinese-made products. 


WHAT DO AMERICAN, JAPÁN! 
AND EUROPEAN CARS HAVE-IN COMMON 


MOTOLITE BATTERY. COVERING THE WIDEST RANGE OF AUTOMOTIVE BRANDS AND MAKES IN THE COUNTRY. 


SO WHETHER YOU'RE DRIVING A SRORTS CAR, 


A 4x4 OR SEDAN, THERE'S A MOTOLITE BATTERY ^ 


THAT'S SURE TO MEET YOUR CAR'S DEMAND. 
MoroLiTe emounfv SERVES REQUIREMENTS or. 
PORSCHE, PROTON, SUZUKI, 


SUBARU, SSANGYONG, TOYOTA, VOLKSWAGEN, VOLYO 


WHEN IT COMES To CAR BATTERIES, THE 
WORLD'S TOP AUTOMAKERS AGREE, MOTOLITE 
IS FIT FOR ALL TYPES OF VEHICLES. PROVIDING 
THE WIDEST RANGE OF BATTERY PRODUCTS 
COMPATIBLE WITH ALL MAJOR CAR MAKES, 
MODELS AND BRANDS. MOTOLITE BATTERIES 
ARE MADE USING EXPANDED GRID TECHNOLOGY 
(EGX®), MAKING IT TRUSTED WORLDWIDE FOR 
ITS QUALITY, DURABILITY AND PERFORMANCE. 
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P588,000, or about 30 percent 
cheaper than other brands. 


Other vehicles 

Other vehicles now avail- 
able at Foton's showroom are 
the following: 

* Tornado isa four-wheel, 2- 
ton truck that is available as a 
drop-side or with an MPV (mul- 
purpose vehicle) body that 
can comfortably seat 23 people. 
Itis perfect as a business hauler 
or a school service. As a busi- 
ness hauler, it can do the work 
of a 6-wheeler while running 
only on four wheels, thereby ex- 
cempting it from the truck ban. 

‘A Tornado cab-and-chassis 
unit only costs P599,000 while 
a complete MPV unit with dual 
aircon only costs P789,000 or 
cab and chassis for only 
P599,000. 

* Cyclone is a 6-wheeler 
that fits every businessman's 
budget. At only P485,000 for 
the cab and chassis, business 
owners can now have their 
brand-new truck and save on 
maintenance costs and lost op- 
portunities brought about by 
untimely breakdowns. 

* Hurricane is a megatruck 
that can rival Optimus Prime 
and can be used to haul any. 
thing, as in anything. Despite 
is gigantic size, it remains 
within the reach of medium- 
size businesses. A cab-and- 
chassis unit retails for 
1,400,000. 

Sytin noted that all Foton ve- 
hicles enjoy a standard factory 
warranty On both parts and 
service. He is inviting en- 
trepreneurs in the provinces to 
be sales agents and serve as vir- 
tual provincial dealers. “They 
don't need millions to become 
dealers of Foton. The returns 
are high and the products are 
very easy to sell,” he said. 

for more information, visit 
United Asia Automotive Group. 
at 707 A. Bonifacio Ave., Que- 
zon City or call (02) 363-9367 
or (02) 364-7320. 


III compliant engine, which is,‏ مر 
‘way above the Philippine emission‏ 
requirement,” Tumao said.‏ 

Aside from the QQ3, Iseway al- 
so unveiled other Chery models, 
namely: the P858,000 Crossover 
(V5), a 2.0liter, seven-seater 
multipurpose vehicle; P479,000 
Cowin sedan, which is powered 
by an LPG/gasoline dual-fuel en- 
gine that AVL helped developed; 
728,00 Tiggo, a 1.6-liter sport 
utility vehicle; and the P589,000 
A5, a 1.6-iter executive sedan. 

Tumao said Iseway Motors 
could even lower the prices quot- 
ed here as the company is deeply 
committed to providing an eco- 
nomical way of transportation 
and customer satisfaction. 

“We want to prove that low 
cost does sometimes equate with 
value and even the Chinese gov- 
ernment is very supportive in Ise- 
way Motors’ desire to make their 
Chery cars very affordable as well 
as popular here in the Philip- 
pines," Tumao said. 


FOTON'S Blizzard pickup combines good looks with 
exhilarating performance—in a budget-friendly package. 


China’s top truck 
maker now in RP 


n 


THE NO. 1 MANUFACTURER 
of trucks and pickups in China 
is now in the Philippines. 

Beigi Foton Ltd., or Foton for 
short, recently inaugurated its 
showroom in Quezon City and 
now offers its best-selling 
trucks and pickups at very af- 
fordable prices. 

Rommel Sytin, president of 
United Asia ^ Automotive 
Group Inc., Foton's partner 
and official distributor in the 
Philippines, said Filipino 
truck buyers can now visit 
their showroom at A. Bonifa- 
cio Avenue and see for them- 
selves the ultra-reliable Foton 
vehicles that boast of high- 
end looks and features yet 
easy-on-the pocket sticker 
prices and maintenance 
costs. 

“After months of negotia- 
tions, Foton is finally in the 
Philippines through its partner, 
UAAGI. It is an honor to bring 
such quality vehicles that fit 
the requirements of our small 
and medium enterprises,” 
Sytin said. 


Leading truck maker 

The Beijing-based Foton is 
the leading manufacturer of 
light trucks and utility pickups 
in China. Established only a 
decade ago, this fast-growing 
company now exports to more 
than 30 countries, including 
the United States and Japan. 

For the excellent quality of 
its vehicles, Foton has been 
eyed as a worthy investment 
partner by German-American 
company DaimlerChrysler AG. 
It is currently working with 
American company Cummins 
on its environment-friendly 
diesel engines. 

In its entry to the Philip- 
pines, Foton has brought in a 
lineup of workhorses, starting 
with its compact pickup called 
the Blizzard, known in China 
as SUP Modern in looks and 
performance, this pickup is 
now available for a mere 


ket, Iseway Motors was quite for- 
tunate to convince Chery to also 
consider the Philippines. We be- 
lieve their products would appeal 
very much to Filipino car buyers 
who consider -affordability and 
quality workmanship in equal 
terms," said Iseway Motors presi- 
dent Raymond Tumao. 


Chery banner 

Carrying the Chery banner here. 
in the Philippines is the 003, the 
company's compact hatch model 
powered by either an 800-cc or 
Liter gasoline engine (paired 
to either manual or automated 
manual transmission). 

“This car, winner of the presti- 
gious JD Power Asia Pacific 2004 
China Initial Quality Study in the 
compact car segment is already 
being exported to the Middle East 
and Latin America. With a price of 
just P319,000 for the base model, 
QQ3 is already equipped with an 
antilock brake systems, dual front. 
airbags, power windows and a Eu- 
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the '80s and left unused in some- 
one's garage with the reason be- 
hind this virtual automotive time. 
capsule escaping me altogether. 
For further reasons difficult to 
comprehend, the car was then 
sacrificed to the gods of Motor- 
sport. Gutted and caged, the next 
time this Lancer was sighted was 
at an autocross, happily dodging 
‘cones in its new life asa racer. 


One hot sedan 
Also adding fuel to the old 
school fire is a factor tur- 
bocharged version in what looks 
like scotia white. Officially 
known as the Lancer 2000 Turbo, 
at some point this was likely the 
one hot sedan. Closer inspection 
of this gem of an old school ride 
even showed factory-installed 
chassis stiffeners and anti-roll 
bars. Definitely shades of Evolu- 
tion in the making, sans the all- 
wheel drive and only short 
about a hundred or so 
ponies. How impressive is 
that in a car that is a 
quarter of a century 

old? 

Old school rides al- 
low us to look back 
and appreciate how 
far weve come 
along. Driving one 

of these cars gives 

usa snapshot of the 
past. Often times 
their impact on our 
motoring society is 
indelible. How we, 

Filipinos, drive and 

what we choose to 
drive, now and in the 
future, owe much to 
these two automobiles. 


Box type 

‘Another icon from my white po- 
lo and khaki shorts days is the sec- 
ond-generation Mitsubishi Lancer, 
the beloved “box type” in the local 
car vernacular. While not as ready 
to rip road and track as the small 
Toyota, the popularity of this car 
probably had something to. do 
with the fact that there was a time 
the market was starved for any 
‘other choice. Imagine that, at 
some point in Philippine history, 
saying you had a brand-new car in 
your garage automatically meant 
you had bought a box type—and 
only a box type. 

These cars can still be seen ply- 
ing our roads but again the sight- 
ings are getting fewer and far be- 
tween. Suffice it to say, my last 
encounters with spick and span 
‘examples are still etched in mem- 
ory. One was factory stock from 
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LANCER box type 


figuration, quite possibly in this 
day and age no two local KP61s 
are exactly alike. Immaculate, 
bone stock two doors are as rare. 
as flesh and bone Tamaraws 
these days lending an air of occa- 
sion to rare sightings. 

Equally special are the 
Frankenstein slalom racers, put 
together from all segments of the 
"Toyota parts binas well as other 
marquees. One monster Starlet’s 
crew chief even claimed that his 
ward's cut and sewn engine need- 
ed to use a Porsche 911 timing 
belt. Sheer lunacy perhaps but 
passion never gives in 
to rational 
thinking, 
right? 


TOYOTA Starlet 


REMINISCING ABOUT CARS 
from the past is always great for 
perspective. Seeing them in the 
actual sheet metal, chugging 
along a stretch of road is often 
times a spiritual experience. How 
can something so old still be in 
decent running condition? Think- 
ing of the time and effort that 
keeps these cars cranking often 
adds to the mystique. Lets not 
even talk about where to get 
parts. Whether as rolling history 
lessons or just clear examples of 
passion and ingenuity, old school 
cars clearly demand a lot of re- 
spect. 

One car that has always held 
my fascination is the KP61 Toyota 
Starlet, an old warhorse in local 
motor sports campaigns. Small, 
light and blessed with a short 
wheelbase combined with rear- 
wheel drive, it should be easy to 
understand why the local slalom 
scene is still dominated by this 
unlikely econobox. 


Classic 
With numbers slowly reaching 
extinction, the words classic and 
hard to come by are easy to 
utter when speaking 
of the KP61. Part of 
the — fascination 
comes with the 
sheer individual- 
ity of most of 
the Starlets that. 
Tve seen over 
the years. From 
the — signature 
TRD flares, 
whether real or 
knocked-off, to ev 
ery conceivable en- 
gine and transmission con- 


Gov't loses P2B on spurious insurance policies 


network which is essential in 
keeping the integrity of the insur- 
ance data and nor is the system 
fully automated . The vulnerabili- 
ty of the system to human inter- 
vention compromises the integri- 
ty of the authentication process. 
Transportation and Communi- 
cations Secretary Larry Mendoza, 
however, said that effective July 
25, the clearing house for the au- 
thentication and verification of 
Comprehensive Third Party Liabil- 
ity (CTPL) policies would be oper- 
ated by Stradcom Corp., the LTO's 
information technology provider 


collected VAT relates to a peso 
value of another 1 billion for a to- 
tal of P2 billion lost since the year 
2000. Records for 2006 and par- 
tial statistics of 2007 indicare that 
the inconsistencies on motor ve- 
hicles registered and COC issued 
are still immense. 

The Insurance Commission 
and the LTO had identified the 
current authentication and verifi- 
cation process of IC-COC as the 
reason behind the immense in- 
consistency. The current system. 
does not have an online and real- 
time connection with the LTO IT 


Insurance Commission and the 
ETO are monumental. For the peri- 
od 2000-2005, a total of 
25,900,000 vehicles were regis- 
tered while the total COC issued by 
the Insurance Commission was on- 
ly 8,700,000, leaving a difference 
of 17,200,000 motor vehicles with- 
out legitimately reported COC. 


Revenue losses 

‘The revenues lost by the gov- 
ernment on uncollected docu- 
mentary stamp taxes alone 
amount to a little more than 1 
billion while the loses due to un- 


THE GOVERNMENT LOSES P400 
million a year or approximately 
P2 billion since the year 2000 in 
taxes due to the proliferation of 
fake or spurious Insurance Com- 
mission (IC) certificates of com- 
pliance (COC). 

This was revealed by docu- 
ments obtained from the Insur- 
ance Commission and the Land 
‘Transportation Office which 
show that the statistics of regis- 
tered vehicles as against the IC- 
COC issued do not tally. 

Since the year 2000, the diserep- 
ancies between the statistics of the 
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"Chery invested $50 million to 
5 establish a technical academy, 
"a which became one of the most ad- 
Si, vanced R&D centers in China 
The company, however, co- 
operated with an Austrian 
‘company (AVL) to develop 
نا‎ an engine, 5,000 of which 
were later exported to the 
7 |: United States. German 
n company Bosch is also 
helping Chery design its 
transmissions as well as 
Italian firms Ferrari, Lam- 
borghini, Bertone and Pin- 
infarina in designing a 
number of Chery's car mod- 
els,” Lam shared. 
With the brand now sold in 
38 countries, Chery became the 
F fastest-growing — passengercar 
manufacturer in China and cele- 
brated the production of 600,000 
units last year. 
CHERY'S Crossover (V5) “While the company has been 
very busy making headway in the 
European and United States mar- 


multipurpose vehicle is 
expected to appeal to families. 


ON THE 
ROAD 
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fests begin, Cagi will host a 
street party at Rockwell as the 
Public Launch of the 2007 Co- 
ty-P Awards. “There will be a 
display of last year’s Coty win- 
ners plus a live band and food 
and drinks for all our guests,” 
Ira promises. 

The 2007 Coty-P season 
concludes with the proclama- 
tion of the best-in-class win- 
ners, the Special Awards win- 
ners and the 2007 Car of the 
Year at Awards Night on Nov. 
15 at the Rockwell Tent in 
Makati. This is a formal event 
in which Coty-P sponsors par- 
ticipate as presenters of the Co- 
ty trophies and get to display 
their merchandising materials 
(but not sell their products). 
From the start, to avoid any 
conflict of interest, Cagi has 
not accepted or solicited finan- 
cial support from car manufac- 
turers, distributors and deal- 
ers. Neither does Cagi charge 
car manufacturers an entry fee 
for participation in Coty-P Cagi 
does charge Coty-P winners a 
royalty for the use of the Coty- * 
P logo in their advertising and 
promo materials 

"To cap the 2007 season, Cagi 
plans to air a TV special featur- 
ing the Coty-P highlights. This 
is tentatively scheduled for 
Dec. 16 on Studio 23 


Accreditation 

Meanwhile, the National 
Press Club headed by Roy 
Mabasa has accredited Cagi as 
a motoring beat association. 
The 2007-2008 CAGI board of 
directors was inducted into of- 
fice last July 12 at Malacafiang 
by President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo. Aside from Ira Pangani- 
ban as president, the Cagi 
board consists of Ferman Lao, 
technical editor of Top Gear as 
internal vice president; Andy 
Sevilla, motoring columnist of 
Business Mirror as external 
vice president; Robby Consun- 
ji, off-road editor of Top Gear 
as secretary; and Jeff Reyes, 
advertising executive of The 
Philippine Star, as treasurer. 

Dino Directo, motoring re- 
porter of Manila Standard To- 
day acts as public relations of- 
ficer while Gadgets Magazine 
editor in chief Armin Amio as 
founding president, Speed 
Magazine editor in chief Man- 
ny de los Reyes as 2005-2006 
president and this columnist 
as 2006-2007 president, form 
the Council of Advisers. The 
Cagi board meets every Mon- 
day at Segafredo Zanetti Café 
in Greenhills whose propri 
etor, Erwin Versoza, is one of 
the early sponsors of Coty-P 
2007. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICK- 
ER: Its a miracle that curiosity 
survives formal education. 


Big plans for Car 
of the Year 2007 


NOW ON ITS FOURTH YEAR 
of managing the annual Car of 
the Year Philippines (Coty-P), 
the Car Awards Group Inc. (Ca- 
gi) has big plans for this year’s 
awards season. 

Cagi is a nonstock, nonprofit 
organization independent of 
the automotive industry. 
Founded in 2004 to acclaim the 
most outstanding new car each 
year, it consists of over 30 mo- 
toring journalists representing 
more than a dozen print, broad- 
cast and cyber media outlets. 

At Cagis general member- 
ship meeting last Friday, Cagi 
2007-2008 president Ira Pan- 
ganiban, concurrently the 
dzXL-RMN Manila station man- 
ager and a Business Mirror mo- 
toring writer, announced that 
Coty 2007 kicks off on Aug. 2 
with a Manufacturers/Media 
Launch at the Rockwell Club in 
Makati to inform everyone 
about the new Coty rules, test 
procedures and guidelines, cat- 
egories and Special Awards. 


Revised categories 

After a meeting with the 
Chamber of Automobile Manu- 
facturers of the Philippines Inc. 
(Campi) last month, Cagi re- 
vised the motor vehicle cate- 
gories as follows: 1) Cars, sub- 
divided into Subcompact (ba- 
sic, executive and luxury), 
Compact, and Midsize (sport, 
executive, luxury and ultra lux- 
ury; 2) Wagons and Crossovers 
(2WD, AWD, luxury and ultra 
luxury); 3) Vans and Multipur- 
pose Vehicles (compact, mid- 
size and luxury); 4) Pickup 
Trucks (2WD and 4WD); 5) 
Sport Utility Vehicles (compact, 
midsize and luxury.) 

All production vehicles 
launched in the Philippines 
this year are eligible to enter 
the 2007 Coty-P testfests that 
will be conducted at the San 
Lazaro Parks sprawling 
grounds near Southwoods, La- 
guna. Manila Jockey Club veep 
Bal Fonacier is showing his 
support of Coty-P by reserving 
an area where Cagi can pitch a 
tent and park the vehicles to be 
tested every Saturday starting 
‘Aug. 25 and ending Oct. 20. 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner at 
the clubhouse will be offered 
free to Cagi members who at- 
tend the testfests. 

Starting this year, the car 
manufacturers will be request- 
ed to deliver their entries to the 
test venue on the Saturday 
marked for the category under 
which each entry falls. In the 
past, the entries were picked up 
by Cagi members who drove 
them to the test venue. With 
this new procedure, the manu- 
facturers are given ample time 
to prepare their entries well for 
Cagi’s quantitative and qualita- 
tive evaluation of the design, 
comfort, safety, handling, per- 
formance, drive satisfaction, 
technological innovation and 
value for money of each entry. 


Publiclaunch 
On Aug. 15, the Saturday 
before the nine weekend test- 
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Filipinos more meticulous 
than others, says Isuzu prexy 


Takeda, however, was mum 
when pressed for any direct com- 
parison between the Philippines 
and any other Southeast Asian 
nation. 

He was managing director of 
Isuzu Singapore for four years 
prior to becoming IPC president. 
He graduated from Osaka Uni- 
versity of Foreign Studies. 


100,000th unit 

The 100,000th unit was an 
Isuzu N-Series light-duty truck 
(NHR)—the same model the lo- 
cal motoring media used in a fuel. 
consumption competition at thé 
Batangas Racing Circuit a few 
months ago. 

The production breakdown in 
IPC's 10 years of operation has 
been: 58,708 AUVs (Crosswind 
and Hi-Lander), 22,283 pickups 
(D-Max and Fuego), 7,878 SUVs 
(Alterra and Trooper), 9,688 N- 
Series trucks and 1,443 FSeries 
trucks and buses. 


that nearly every aspect of the ve- 
hicle would be scrutinized, from 
performance, to style, to the 
mileage capabilities 
This Filipino trait, however, 
makes Takeda even more proud 
of IPC recent achievement. It 
rolled out July 18 its 100,000th 
unit from its assembly line in Bi- 
ñan, Laguna. 
On its 10th year of operations 
in the Philippines, IPC has also 
proven its mettle in a Philip- 
pine automotive market 
| where almost no holds are 
* barred 
"Neighboring countries 
experience importation 
i problems or have gov- 
‘ernment — regulations, 
limiting the number of 
models. But in the 
Philippines, any brand 
can go into the market, 
so competition is so 
tight,” Takeda quipped 
during the landmark 
rollout 


ISUZU N-Series light-duty truck: 
Isuzu Philippines’ 100,000th unit 
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driving a Subaru. “It wasn’t an 
easy weekend for me but | am 
gaining more experience with ev- 
ery leg and getting more familiar 
with the car. So I think what's im- 
portant for me now is to stay fo- 
cused on doing my best and stay- 
ing safe. We still have Malaysia, 
Indonesia and China to go and 
Tm looking forward to them,” 
Sungkar said. 


4th round 

Comprising 16 stages and a to- 
tal of 232.42 km, the Rally of 
Hokkaido is the fourth round of 
the seven-leg FIA Asia Pacific Ral- 
ly Championship. With chilling 
winds overhead, the rally kick- 
started with a ceremonial flag-off 
and fireworks display on July 6 in 
the city of Obihiro on Hokkaido, 
which is the northernmost island 
of the Japanese Archipelago. As 
always the event was supported 
by a large number of local fans 
waiting by the road, waving flags 
and taking photos. 

In all, a total of eight teams 
competed in the APRC Rally of 
Hokkaido. The Motor Image- 
backed teams driving made-in- 
‘Singapore Subaru Group N Rally 
cars were fronted by Cody Crock- 
ex, from Australia and Rifat 
Sungkar from Indonesia. Both 
teams made their debut in the 
Rally of Whangerei, held from 
May 11 to 13 in New Zealand. 
The next event in the APRC is the 
Malaysia Rally, tobe held on Aug. 
10-12 and on the Palm Oil Planta- 
tion roads in Johor Bahru, very 
near to Singapore. 


Davee 
cosy Croce 
Katie Tomum. 
das vanae 
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president Keiji Takeda has of Fil- 
ipino car buyers. 

Barely three months into his 
new job, Takeda noted that buy- 
ers here were more meticulous 
than their foreign counterparts. 


Simply harder to please 
Takeda said Filipinos were sim- 
ply harder to please. He added 
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By Tessa R. Salazar 


OU JUST CANT 
make a Filipino 
part with his or 


her hard-earned money 
that easily. 

Thats the initial impression 
Isuzu Philippines Corp.'s new 


ASIA PACIFIC RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 
Hat trick for Crocker 
and Motor Image 
Rally Team 


STANDING on top of the car is victorious Motor Image team driver 


idle is Glen Tan, Group chief 


Cody Cocker. Also shown in the mi 


‘executive of Motor Image Enterprises. Joining them is Tan Eng Soon, 
chair of Tan Chong International, parent company of Motor Image. 


ing,” said Glenn Tan, group chief 
executive, Motor image Group. 
Indonesian driver Rifat 
Sungkar, 29, who is also backed 
by the Motor Image Rally Team, 
came in 6th with a time of 2 
hours, 41 minutes and 39 sec- 
onds. This is Sungkar's first year 


we can get. Hokkaido is known to 
be a very tough rally so coming in 
first is a real coup for the whole 
Motor Image Rally Team. This is 
our first year and there's a lot to 
learn but we've assembled a great. 
team—drivers, cars and engi- 
neers, and the results are show- 


SCORING HIS THIRD STRAIGHT 
win in a row, FIA Asia Pacific Ral- 
ly Championship defending 
Champion Cody Crocker once 
again proved his mettle, this time 
on the narrow and gravelly roads 
of Hoklaido's mountains. Driving 
the Motor Image Subaru Impreza 
WRX STI made in Singapore, and 
supported by the Motor Image 
Rally Team, the Australian's win- 
ning time was 2 hours, 32 min- 
utes and 13 seconds. 

It was a dominating drive by 
Crocker the reigning APRC cham- 
pion, taking 10 points for the win 
and an additional six bonus 
points for finishing each day as 
the fastest car as well. The multi- 
ple Australian champ now sits on 
top of the series table with the 
maximum 48 points. 


Fantastic result. 

“It's a fantastic result. Hokkai- 
do is one of the more challenging 
courses in the championship and 
we were up against fierce compe- 
tition from the Japanese guys like 
Katsu Taguchi, so it's a pretty ex- 
citing win for us. We've still got 
three events left, so our goal is to 
win each of those as well,” 35- 
year-old Crocker said. 

“1 want to congratulate both 
my drivers, Cody and Rifat for a 
great showing. The point is to be 
careful and get as many points as 


Sports car with low fuel consumption 


530 bhp (390 kW) at 6,500 rpm, 
with maximum torque of 680 
Newton-meters (501  Ib-ft) 
maintained consistently be- 
tween 2,200 and 4,500 rpm. 
With its unladen weight of 
1,440 kg or 3,175 Ib, finally, the 
911 GT2 offers a power-to- 
weight ratio of just 2.72 kg/6 Ib 
per horsepower. 


on average fuel consumption: of 
just 12.5 liters/100 km (equal to 
22.6 mpg imp) in the New Euro- 
pean Driving Cycle (NEDC), thus 
Offering a level of fuel economy re- 
garded as quite impossible in this 
performance class just a few years 
ago. 

The 3.6-liter boxer engine 
achieves its maximum output of 


es the power and performance 
potential of the fastest-ever 911 
right from the start even at a 
standstill. 

Available exclusively with rear- 
wheel drive and a manual six- 
speed gearbox, this high-perfor- 
mance athlete accelerates to 
kph in just 3.7 seconds and reaches 
a top speed of 329 kph (204 mph) 


PRESENTING THE NEW 911 GT2 
at the Frankfurt Motor Show, Dr. 
Ing. h.c. E Porsche AG, Stuttgart, 
‘proudly launching’ the most 
Xowerfül 911 so far homologated 
road use. Through its striking 
design with large air intakes at 
the front and the rear wing so 
characteristic of this very special 
model, the new 911 012 express- 


Petron garners Marketing Communications Awards 


impart stories of excellence to 
employees. 

The Imcea, given every two 
years, recognizes communica- 
tions campaigns that have 
achieved both business and mar- 
keting objectives while promot- 
ing societal values. It is organized 
by the University and Asia and 
the Pacific (UA&P) in partnership 
with BusinessWorld, Marketing 
and Opinion Research Society of 
the Philippines (MORES), and 
leading industry professionals in 
marketing and advertising. 


Winning ArtPetron is a feat in it- 
self, Exposure is given via 
Petron’s calendars and other col- 
laterals featuring winning works 
made by these aspiring artists. 
The competition has jumpstarted 
the careers of previously un- 
known artists who are now 
known members of the art scene. 
Recognized as Best Integrated 
Internal Marketing Program, 
Petron's An Hour with the Cham- 
pion is a lecture series by eminent 
business leaders to communicate 
the company's core values and 


ful and multiawarded ArtPetron 
program has become a venue for 
young Filipino artists to showcase. 
their talent and creativity while 
giving tribute to the country's rich 
traditions and national heritage. 


Afeat in itself 

The competition has encour- 
aged the youth to research about 
subjects involving the given 
year’s theme, examples of which 
are Filipino games and land- 
marks, that have either been long 
forgotten or taken for granted. 


finally ran out of fuel at the 1,400- 
kilometer mark after traversing 
the entire length of Luzon, from 
Ilocos Norte to Camarines Sur. 
The astonishing achievement 
created a buzz in the market. 
More people tried the product 
just to see if the claims were true. 
This also created strong aware- 
ness on the need to be more dis- 
cerning in the consumers fuel 
choice and driving habits. 
ArtPetron was awarded Best 
Established Service Brand. Now 
on its 7th year, the highly success- 


recognized the record-setting run 
of racing legend Pocholo Ramirez, 
who was able to travel 1,114-kilo- 
meters on one full tank of Petron 
Xtra Unleaded—a feat which in- 
troduced the new fuel formulation 
and also became the basis of the 
brand's media campaign. 


Second challenge 

Because of the success of the 
first run, Petron held a second 
challenge with all featured teams 
beating the original mark set by 
Ramirez. Team Zayco Hermanos 


PETRON CORP GARNERED FOUR 
silver trophies at the 2nd Integrat- 
ed Marketing Communications Ef- 
fectiveness Awards (Imcea), held 
recently at the University of Asia 
and the Pacific in Pasig City. 
Confirming its tradition of ex- 
cellence in marketing communi- 
cations, the country's top oil firm 
won the following awards. 
Petron Xtra Unleaded earned 
citations in two categories: Best 
New Product Brand Introduction, 
and Best Innovative and Integrat- 
ed Media Campaign. The awards 
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MOTORING 
THE BMW XPO 


Bikes share limelight/ 
| with sedans, SUVs 
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MAX space for up to seven occupants, The 
new X5 has large interior, optional third row 
~ seats and run flat tires as standard. 


FAST-REVVING SINGLE 
CYLINDER BIKE, The G650 
models such as Xcountry 
for on road and off the 
beaten track have compact 
two-channel antilock brake 
system that may be 
deactivated on demand. 


ed number of brand-new BMW motorcycles 
sold in one weekend. However, it declined to 
provide sales figures. 

For the 4-wheeled set, the new X5 had the 
most number of inquiries and test drives. 


Powerful engines 
"The new X5 features powerful eight- and 
six-cylinder engines and its xDrive perma- 


; By Tessa R. Salazar 


UT SUPERMODELS IN ONE 
room. Chances are, even with 
one's stupendous looks, each 


LIGHTWEIGHT TECH. 6650 XMoto, one of 
the new machines with the smallest engines. 
in the BMW model range, gives on-road 


nent all wheel drive, enhanced in its newer 
version to an even higher standard. It also 
comes with a brand-new suspension op- 


will tend to upstage one another. 
And that seemed to be the story at 


the recent “Evolutions: A BMW Xpo 
Event” at the Fort. 

‘And that's not a bad thing, either. In 
this event, even the "evolutionized" 
Bimmer four-wheelers were given a 
run for their money by the sexy-but- 
brutish BMW bikes. 

Visitors couldn't help but admire 
the new BMW 6650 X lines of the 
Motorrad—the Moto and the Coun- 
try—even if the show space was most- 
ly taken up by the redesigned 1 and 5 
series and the new X5. 

Even a fully loaded BMW mountain bike 
(priced at over P130,000) was provided its 
‘own space, and caught some attention as well. 


~, timized from the ground up gives 
the new model better agility and 
driving dynamics. of choice for business leaders due to its 
For the younger set of Bimmer “strong presence and refined dynamism,” has 
(e car aficionados, 1 Series had also had some retouches of its own. At the front, 
undergone modifications in its headlights now come with clear-glass tech- 
P font and rear, for a more pow- nology with transparent glass panels covering 
erful look. It retains its impressive the direct indicators, to cite an example. 
face, except for a redesigned and en- The Xpo also provided sales momentum 
larged BMW kidney grille and newly through a multiplier effect. The weekend series 
contoured headlight surrounds in the and its accompanying special events (launch of 
bumper unit, darker surrounds on the Rogue magazine, the unveiling of the BMW 
lights, a wider air intake in the lower Philippine Miniature Art Cars) deliver over 
est generated hundreds oftest B section of the front air dam, a more thousands of guests—excluding the thousands 
drives during its 3-day run—mak jÎ pronounced spoiler lip and a new ofreferrals from interested customers. 
ing it one of the most successful centralized trim bar, and standard fog lamps with According to its organizers, the Xpo's success 
retail events held by BMW Philippines and its the more striking look. is directly related to BMW's strong brand and 
Launch pad dealer network. 5 5 the undeniable appeal of its product—a unique 
The BMW Expo served as the launch pad ` BMW Philippines also revealed that the Ju- Vehicle of choice combination of factors that would not necessar- 
for the latest BMW products, and public inter- 1y 13 to 15 event resulted in an unprecedent- The 5 Series, long considered the vehicle ily be present in other car manufacturers. 


iding pleasure. 


BS Ultimate 
= Motor Show 
of the Year 


GOLD 


Audi 


‘Casa’ service, 
with a side order 
of Focus, please 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


HYUNDAI 


Drive your way" To qualify, a customer must 


present his or her receipt at the 
Ford dealership where he or 
she will be given one raffle stub. 
for every P10,000 single-re- 
ceipt purchase made. 


IF YOU CANT AFFORD A FORD. 
Focus, but intent on getting one 
(what with your old, beat-up 
Ford sedan sending signals it 
‘wants to retire very soon), then 
a “short-cut” to owning one 
might just work for you. 

For the first time, Ford Group 
Philippines, through FordSer- 
vice, is giving away a 2007 Ford 
Focus 1.6L four-door Trend au- 
tomatic as a grand prize. 


12-step process 

During the media press con- 
ference at the new Ford Global 
City at the Fort, Macasadia ex- 
plained Ford's 12-step process 
of quality service, particularly 
the interactive reception pro- 
cess which set Ford apart from 
its competitors 

Service advisers place the 
vehicles on lifters where they 
go through the vehicle inspec- 
Hon together with the cus- 
tomers, discuss the current 
condition of the units, provide 
them with clear explanations 
on the services to be performed 
and complete the checklist 
with the owners. 

Needless to say, the more 
beat-up your old Ford sedan is, 
the more raffle stubs—and of 
course, the more chances—you 
will have to get that new Ford 
Focus without a sweat. Doesn't 
that make you want to abuse 
your old car some more before 
turning it in for repairs? We 
leave that up to you. 


KIA MOTOR 


A جا"‎ 


MITSUBISHI 
MOTORS 


Open to all Ford owners 

‘The raffle is open to all Ford 
owners of 1997 to current mod- 
els who avail of genuine Ford 
parts and accessories, general 
repair, diagnostics, body and 
paint services and Ford Solu- 
tions products such as extended 
warranty, scheduled service 
plan and emergency roadside 
assistance. The promo period is 
ongoing until Sept. 30. 

‘Accessories or service pack- 
ages worth P30,000 each will 
also be raffled off as consola- 
tion prizes. 

Says Dave Macasadia, vice 
president for customer service 
operations: “It is not every day 
that a car manufacturer gets to 
raffle off a brand-new car.” 


August 9-12, 2007 
World Trade Center Metro Manila 


(Media & Trade only) Aug. 9 : 10am - 0 


(Public) Aug. 9: 12nn - 9pm | Aug. 10 - 11: 10am - 9pm | Aug. 12: 10am - 7pm akisaini | 
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BusinessMii 


The Ranta Cimes, 


igh performance sports car with low fuel 
consumption (See story on page B2-3) 


SMART 


WATCH OUT FOR 
THE UNVEILING ON 
JULY 26. 2007 
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BAGS and accessories with a dose of attitude 


for fab Pinoys 


fet Bags, accessories by Dennis Celestial, Vida 
Jewelries, Simply Lin, Baubles Bangles*N’ 
Beads, Mimi Tecson are also part of their in- 
ventory. One can also check out the collec- 
tions of gowns, dresses, fashionable creations 
by Happy Andrada, Tammy Tan, Pam Villa- 
pando, Kriska Sy, Daniella De Corsie, Regine 
Dulay, Princess Keng, Dimples Lim, and a 
whole lot of other budding designers. 

For the Art part, the 2nd floor is a venue for 
events such as exhibit openings, poetry and 
spoken word performances, and WeeWill- 
Doodle sessions. Selections from Baked, Elec 
trolychee, Mark Salvatus, Nelz Yumul, and 
Powernap Collective, Oddball Friends and 
Morbie Dolls are showcased here as well. 

Fashion ART also offers clothing cus- 
tomization and embellishment, Jamaican 
hair braiding, tattooing, artistic haircut, 

FUNKY/C2 


1 


355) Spanish Sardines | 


-ang nakakaganang sarap-anghang ng 555 Spanish Sardines... tinimplahan ng piling-piling spices na nanunuot | 
sa bawat isda. Isang selebrasyon cr 9 na lutong ala Español sa presyong abot-kaya ng Pinoy!. | 


Textand photos by Zee Castro 
2bU! Correspondent 


IGHT SMACK IN THE 
middle of busy Kamuning is 
an interesting concept store 


The creative minds behind F*ART (Fashion 
ART) are sisters Happy and Viva Andrada. 


fj? Clear believers in Filipino talent, they wanted 


to provide a venue where designers and 
artists can showcase their creations. 

The first floor houses fashion items where 
one can find a wide variety of brands and 
items to choose from. 

FART has unique shirts from Happy 
Rocks, Whipped Tee Couture, Basic Twist, 
and Happy Days. They even have funky paja- 
mas called Happy Jammies! Flats Shoes, Buf- 


Presyong Pinoy 


1 


Ê 4 where art and fashion meet. 


Im 
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VE 


FAC: 


ARTatF*ART 


Part 2 


More secrets spilled this week. 
A bar that rocks and serves great 
food, a green tea haven, a fondue 


venue, an oyster haunt and more 


if you have your own secrets to spill, e-mail us at 
Ls_2bu@inquirer.com.ph. 
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ave to take 


marketing —they all love being bar owners. 

“We all love meeting people, we treat the 
customers like friends. We love seeing the 
crowd dancing and enjoying the bands. We 
love regulars who keep coming back. We love 
being fans of the bands we adore. We love 
photographers and artists who share with us 
their passion and art. We love it that we learn 
to deal with the business side of things,” says 
Barretto. 

“As Eric would say: ‘Bahay ninyo ‘to.’ Its a 
cozy hole-in the-wall place where you can just 
kick back, relax, listen to good music, beer in 
hand and enjoy yummy food. This sounds 
cliché, but its a place where you can be your- 
self, everyone is friendly, no judgments. It's 
your home away from home. it's a real good- 
vibes place. Parang ‘Cheers’ where everyone 
knows your name.” 


Visit Route 196 at 196-A Katipunan Ave., 
Blue Ridge A, QC. Call 4391972 or visit 
www.coolestbar:multiply.com. The bar is open 
from6 p.m.-2a.m. 
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PIZZA Margherti 


Although there is a lot of focus on enter- 
tainment, food did not take a backseat in the 
owners’ list of priorities, 

“We all decided on what type of food we 
will be serving but the actual recipes were de- 
veloped by co-owner and chef Geth Savel- 
lano. We're constantly coming up with new 
dishes," says Barretto. 

Bestsellers include the pizzas, the spicy 
wings, salpicao, chicken fingers, fish and 
chips, pork sisig, nachos and tuna sisig. 

Barretto recommends that first-timers try 
the Noypi Pizza (kesong puti and tinapa); 
Tinapa Roll; Chili Cheese Sticks ("We use flau- 
tas instead of lumpia wrapper”); Herb Chick- 
en; Tofu BBQ; and Pepper-seared Tuna. 

"Right now we also have a promo for 
beers—they're three for P100,” she adds. 


Busy owners 

Although they all have other things that 
keep them busy—Barretto is a freelance pho- 
tographer, Madrilejos is a magazine editor, 
Savellano is a chef, and Enriquez is in sales and 


p m 


"beet 


youh 


THE OWNERS 
want Route 196 to 
be your home 
away from home. 


SPICY wings 


After three owner 
changes and three name 
changes, Route 196 

is bringing in the crowd 
with a killer combination 
of live music, art, good 
food and ice-cold drinks 


Dream's Mod Day Mondays. Other acts that 
regularly play include guitar duo Cacoy and 
Johnnoy; Pinoy rock legends The Jerks; and a 
super galing band from Baguio called The 
Spaceflower Show. We also have productions 
like Sweetspot Night, Ninja Kiss, Revolver, 
Cubism, Last Full Show and soon Terno 
Nights that will feature really talented indie 
bands. Route 196 is the only place where 
you'll catch Hannah of SessionRoad doing a 
solo acoustic set.” 

The owners get a kick out of letting different 
bands build rapport with other bands and with 
the Route 196 audience. "Its a great mix of 
bands of diverse influences and its always 
thrilling seeing them sharing views, supporting 
each other. May community” adds Barretto. 

Route 196 also has iPod night. “You can 
bring your iPod and play your 
playlist—around six to seven songs." 


for fab Pinoys 


GRAB an Oddball Friend, 


From page CI 


makeup and styling services, 

‘Two-thumbs up to the Andrada 
sisters for providing a great 
venue to showcase homegrown 
talent! Fashion ART prides itself 
in offering "funky fashionable 
finds fit for fun fab Filipinos.” By 
Filipinos, for Filipinos. 

We tell you, when you visit this 
fab store, you will surely not walk 
‘out without a bagful of goodies in 
tow! 

Located at K-D comer Kdst, 
Kamuning, QC. Visit www.happy- 
fart.com for more details, 


E-mail the author at zemi- 
rah@gmail.com 
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FISH and chips 


One: 


By Pam Pastor 
Photos by Jill Lejano 


ONICA BARRETTO, AL- 
lan Madrilejos, Geth 
Savellano and Eric En- 


riquez used to hang out at a place 
called Border Grill after work and 
after badminton sessions. They 
spent so much time there that 
when the owner was leaving for 
the United States, he offered to 
sell the place to them. 

“We joked about buying the place because 
we loved it so much. But we weren't really 
ready then,” says Barretto. 

Border Grill soon became Inihaw Republic 
under a new owner, and Monica and her 
friends remained regulars there. But the own- 
er of Inihaw Republic soon became busy with 
his catering business and decided to sell the 
bar too, asking the group if they wanted to 
take over. 

“This time, we said yes. Buying the bar was 
like a full circle moment for us. We hung out 
there all the time, that was where our friend- 
ship grew. We witnessed the bar's transition. 
We saw it change and now we own it," Barret- 
to says 

Inihaw Republic is now known to people as 
Route 196. Although its oficial relaunch took 
place just last month, Barretto and her friends 
have actually been running the bar since Oc- 
tober last year 


More than a bar 

People troop to Route 196 to watch the 
many bands that play there, but Barretto is 
quick to stress that they're not just about mu- 
sic. Route 196 is a bar and restaurant that 
pushes music and art. 

"We promote all Kinds of good music, not 
just rock and roll. We believe in Filipino musi- 
cians and that over- and under-the-radar 
bands deserve an audience. We're not a hard- 
tore gallery but we will definitely put more 
art in the bar. We will be having exhibits. We 
have the Lomolounge, a room with walls that 
are covered with lomographs by LomoMani- 
la” 

Route 196 doesn't run out of bands and 
jnusical acts that keep people coming back. 

Î “Every other Monday, we have Juan Pablo 


A SHOWCASE of Filipino talent 
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2 LIFESTYLE 


GO FOR the gold! 


EVERY Coca-Cola fizz and gulp pushes you to run away from hesitation 
and to just go for whatever you want. 


Tickets are available at: 


5 = 
Ac 
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Captivating, 
timeless, 
=a musical nus 


WANDERS:is a one-of-a-kind musical extravaganza that top bills 
our best homegrown talents in the entertainment scene. 
It showcases world-class Filipino performers who are out 
to captivate audiences with soulful renditions of timeless classics and 
vibrant dance numbers. A fusion of cultures, the show also highlights 
gravity-defying aerial acrobatics and stunning displays of skills 


by flamboyant performers from China and Russia. 


Every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
at PAGCOR Grand Theater 
Airport Casino 
Parafiaque City, Metro Manila 
Ticket prices: P3000 ۰ P2500 ۰۴۶2000 ۰ P1500.» P1200 


Gata ge 


For inquiries contact telphqne numbers (632)852-7758 / 54 


Produced by 
CIRQUE ASIA INTERNATIONAL 
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OCA-COLA BELIEVES IN 
chasing after your dream. 
The worldwide beverage 
leader believes in today’s genera- 
tion's abilities and capabilities to 
make things happen for themselves. 
Everything is within your reach. Everything is 
possible. And everything is achievable. One just 
has to have the guis to make that frst move and 
make things happen for oneself 

The present generation of teens has to ac- 
complish a great deal in a couple of years. They 
must establish a better grasp of who they are, 
and they must begin to make a difficult separa- 
tion from their parents on the road toward 
greater personal independence. 

For teens to overcome obstacles, one must 
find out how they do things and why they do 
them. In a Teen Trends study conducted in 2006 
by the Harrison Group, they surveyed teens 
aged 13-18 on their thoughts and habits, and at 
the same time to predict the trends for the com- 
ing years. 

"The study estimates that despite their age, 
teens have great purchasing power, thanks to 
money coming in from part-time jobs and p 
ents. Teenagers spend annually on clothes, eat- 
ing out, cars, movies and cell phones, according 
to the report. 

They're also spending money on technology 
which includes mobile phones, digital cameras 
and portable music players. 

‘As one might expect, music is high on the av- 
erage teen's to-do list. Their love of music is sec- 
ond only to their love of friends and even ahead 
oftheir love of family, according to the study. 

An estimated 68 percent of teens have creat- 
ed profiles on social networks like My- 
Space.com, Xanga or Facebook. More than a 
quarter of the population keeps in touch with 
friends online on a daily basis, either through in- 
stant messaging, e-mail, message boards or chat 
rooms. 

Given that this is the way many teenagers are, 
Coca-Cola joins them in their journey. Coke en- 
courages them to go after what they want be- 
cause thats what Coke stands forall about 
Yes, and never standing down and accepting no. 

Be it an audition, a team tryout, a new sport, 
exc, all these experiences challenge the teenag- 
er and mold him as a person. 

Rejection, disappointment and insecurities 
are overshadowed by a different kind of confi- 
dence, Ies about grabbing the opportunities and 
taking chances for that one big break that will 
change your life forever. 

Coca-Cola's latest campaign provides uplift- 
ing refreshment and signals the start of some- 
thing great. It's always yes in the face of every no 
which encourages today’s teens to take their 
first step in reaching their goals, whatever they 


CHEERLEADING 
AUDITIONS 


COKE'S newest TV commercial encourages 
today's teens to pursue their passion. 


OPEN up to the possibility 
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Global art by a global citizen 


By Sanna Vohra i EUR —— 0 
اس‎ An art installation £ 


B ECAUSE sug interprets the 


grew up as the 
daughter of an m. DO Uerless world 


dian diplomat, living in conceptual installation made of 
Europe for 15 years, 700 teters of fabric hand-dyed 
studing art in Sweden With ried Bowers and spices 

lying art in Sweden (known in Hindi as masala). The 
and the Philippines, and fluidity of the transparent fabrics 
living in Egypt and other (such as katsa) draped around 
countries as an expat, the room in the University of the 


Philippines -Diliimans Corredor‏ 5 دعو 

artist Vinita Karim has Gallery embodies the borderless 

been exposed to a mytiad world of constant information 

of different cultures. She flux and flow that characterizes 

calls herself a “porous” life today. chakra of ife" The setup gv off Pine Ars, UP Diliman until July 

5 i ‘The medley of colors and spices peppery smells and a variety of te - 

person, and it is this ab- ûd ro dye the fabrics represents tures so that the unusual installa- ^ Other works by Vinita Karim 

sorption of cultures that thedivergentinduences o her art. ion is an experience not just for (tel. 09172073598 or email 

has led her to create “Art- The fabric originates from three the eyes, but for the touch, smell vinitakarim@gmail.com) are dis- 

masala.” massive wooden spools which, ac- and mind as well played in The Room Upstairs, 2/R, 
masa" is a postmodern cording othe arts, represent the „7 The installation is displayed at LRI Business Plaza, 210 N. Gar- 

machiny of globalization, or the the Corredor Gallery College of cia, Bel Ait, Makati. 


Leisure realty 
firm marks 
5 years 


HIGHLANDS PRIME, INC. (HPD, a pub- 
licly listed high-end leisure property de- 
veloper and majority-owned by the SM 
Group, celebrates five years of success- 
fully building beautiful homes inside the 
exclusive Tagaytay Highlands. 

HPI will commemorate its fifth an- 
niversary with a grand event called 
"High at Five” on July 27, 5:30 p.m., at 
the Bahia Room of Hotel InterContinen- 
tal Manila, 

The evening will showcase HPT's real- 
estate projects, particularly its first resi- 
dential lot development in Tagaytay 
Highlands called The Hillside. Here 
homeowners will own the land and will 
be free to create their own dream log 
home. A special promotional offer only 
on this night awaits buyers of The Hill- 
side. 

The event is HPI's way of showing ap- 
preciation for the support extended by 
its stockholders, friends, Tagaytay High- 
lands members, prospective clients and 
suppliers, 
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STUDENTS for science. Participants of the. 
National Youth Science Summit 


Gerast 


National youth 
summit on science 
and technology 


OVER 200 STUDENTS RECENTLY GATHERED 
for the National Youth Science Summit at the 
Museum of the Filipino People at Rizal Park. 

The theme of this years summit, "Changing 
Earth, Changing Lives,” encouraged students to 
pursue the field of science and technology be- 
cause of its impact on the nation and the world. 

‘The summit focused on three main issues: 
global warming and climate change, GMO as 
food, and renewable energy. Resource persons 
included Rosalinda de Guzman, Dr. Cynthia 
Heydreda and Mario Marasigan. 

The students were divided into discussion 
groups, and the resulting resolutions will be 
presented to the President, the secretary of Sci- 
ence and Technology, as well as many other 
memibers of the government. 

Among the many motivational speakers at 
the summit was Presidential Daughter Luli Ar- 
royo, who urged students to continue studying 
science and technology in order to improve the 
lives of their fellow Filipinos. She ended her 
speech by reminding students that if they end 
up working abroad to expand their horizons, 
they should return and bring their acquired 
knowledge and skills back to the Philippines. 

istina Ilagan from Marikina Science High 
School said of the science summit: “I came here 
to gain knowledge about problems such as cli- 
mate change so that I can share my knowledge 

with my classmates and my community.” 
Sanna Vohra 
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a quiet steak- 
and-seafood 
restaurant 
located in 
Greenbelt 3, 
serves 
mostly 
American 
food with 

a twist 


Text by Bianca Consunji 
 2bU! Correspondent 
Photos by Ryan Fernandez 


ESPITE THE GROWING 
number of themed restau- 

rants in the metro, very few 
can claim that their food is out- 
standing. In fact, a good number of 
restaurants rely on hip décor, DJs 
and a mile-long list of drinks to get 
by, instead of focusing on food. 

Mr Rockefeller, a quiet steak-and-seafood 
restaurant located in Greenbelt 3, is one of 
the few restaurants in the area that doesn't 
need to be crowned as one of the hippest 
spots in town just to get people to eat there. 
There are no trendy cocktails, no flashing 
disco lights, and no bed-slash-tables to at- 
tract the young set. 

However, what will keep people coming 
back to Mr. Rockefeller is the food. 

‘The restaurant, which opened in October 
2006, serves mostly American food with a 
twist. The interiors are homey—white- 
washed wooden walls, weather-beaten in ap- 
pearance. Oyster shells stud the wood panel- 
ing, while old black-and-white photos of oys- 
ter farmers lend a rustic feel to the place. 

According to Chef Valerie Balanay, most of 
Mr. Rockefeller's customers are families and 
dating couples who head to the restaurant 
whenever they're up to large portions of 
good food. She takes particular pride in their 
steaks and oysters, which are served up in 
over a dozen ways. 

“We do this thing we call ‘Steaks and Sere- 
nades,” Balanay says. "Whenever people or- 
der some of our prime items on the 
menu—wagyu beef, for instance—we pre- 
sent the food with a couple of songs in order 
to make them really appreciate the dish." 

She added, “That particular service makes 
us popular with men who are out to impress 
someone on the first date, or during special 
Occasions." 

For something like that, you'd expect to 
shell out-a couple of thousand pesos at least, 
but the prices in the restaurant seem reason- 
able, although not downright cheap. Howev- 
er, the portions are quite large; each dish 
serves two, unless you're particularly hun- 
ary. 

The wagyu beef in Mr. Rockefeller is 
P1,200, while it would set you back by 
2,500-3,500 in other restaurants. The US- 
DA Choice Grade Striploin costs P950 and is 
served with mashed potatoes melted with 
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ith tofu and salted , 
egg; at right, raw 
and steamed oysters 
by the bucket 


- addictio 


For relaxed and chummy 
dining, go for Oyster Boy 


CRISPY pata 
with special oyster 


(P165) contains smoked milkfish rolled with 
tofu and egg, and served with sweet-spicy 
vinegar 

A lot of the food in Oyster Boy is typically 
Filipino; you'll find dishes such as Pork Barbe- 
cue (P85 for three sticks), Sinuglaw (pork 
liempo and scallops cooked in vinegar, P140), 
and grilled stuffed squid. But some dishes 
have an interesting twist; their bestseller is 
Crispy Pata with Oyster Chili Sauce (P295), 
which is served with a dip made with leftover 
oysters. Their desserts are rather unusual; try, 
the Goat's Milk Pannacotta (P95), or the 
Guimaras Mango Brownie (P75) 

While there are some unusual twists in the 
restaurant's food, most of the time the dishes, 
are simple, homey and down-to-earth. If 
you're looking for a place where you can 
share a platter of oysters and crispy pata with- 
out breaking the bank, this is where you 
should go. 

Oyster Boy is located at the Shopwise Ar- 
cade, Araneta Center Cubao, and Metrowalk, 
Ortigas. Call 9119089. 


E-mail the author at biancaconsunji@ya- 
hoo.com 
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Pa 
ASPARABACON 
- Maki, P148 


TEARAMISU 


and hot dishes such as Asparabacon Maki, 
Special Tokayaki and rice dishes such as Tori- 
don. 

If you want to extend your Kozui experi- 
ence, take out some of its green tea and black 
sesame cookies (P30). Aside from loose leaf 
tea variants in jars and canisters, also dis- 
played are tea-related items such as cups, stir- 
rers, mug covers and cute green plush toys. 


Located at 258 Tomas Morato, QC. Call 
4132705. Opens 11 a.m., Tuesday-Saturday, 
and 4 p.m., Sunday-Monday. Closing time is at 
12:30am. 


E-mail the author at zemirah@gmail.com 


those who just want to kick back with a beer 
and a bucket of oysters as well.” 

‘Some dishes are great when they go with 
casual drinks—beer costs P32 a bottle—while 
some dishes are meant to be appreciated on 
their own. For the drinking buddies, we rec- 
ommend the Chicken in Patis Glaze (P175), 
chicken wings coated in sweet-salty sauce 
and served with cucumber dip. The Adobong 
Pusit at Baboy sa Pifia (P180) is a heavy dish 
of squid and pork cooked in squid ink and fla- 
vored with herbs. The Smoked Tinapa Roll 


KOZUI Green Tea 


Oysters Kilawin (PISS, P235), cooked in a 
method that the late Doreen Fernandez de- 
scribed as "liquid fire"—by cooking them in 
vinegar and chili 

The Smoked Oyster Cake, a pancake of 
sautéed smoked oysters cooked with eggs and 
chives, is topped with garlic sour cream—per- 
fect for those who want to have a large bite of 
oysters in one go. 


Oysters and beer 

“Oyster Boy has two kinds of customers: 
the oyster-and-beer group, and the oysters- 
and-wine set," said Dennis Gan, one of the 
‘owners of Oyster Boy. “While we would prefer 
to be known asa dining restaurant because of 
the quality and taste of our food, we welcome. 


ath 


Text by Bianca Consunji 
2bU! Correspondent 
Photos by Ryan Fernandez 


OR DINING OUT, YOU MAY 
want to go for the whole nine 
yards—cloth napkins, piped- 

in classical music and fancy dishes 
served by snooty waiters. But there 
are times when you simply want to 
kick back, relax, and share piles of 
hot, savory food with your family 
and friends. If you're in the mood 
for the latter, then you'll probably 
like Oyster Boy. 

From its name alone, you can be sure that 
the restaurant serves up all sorts of oysters. 
The restaurant serves up the usual sus- 
pects—fresh oysters by the bucket, oysters 
baked with cheese and topped with ba- 
con—but you also have interesting variations 
ofthe seafood served in a half-shell. 

For starters, you can try the Oysters with 
Blue Cheese (P145 for half a dozen, P280 for 
a dozen), which are baked and served with 
Blue D’Avergne cheese whipped with cream 
and nuts. A similar dish is the Oysters Thermi- 
dore (P145, P280), which is made of oyster 
topped with béchamel sauce, cheese, bell 
pepper and onions. Oysters Boursin (P145, 
P280) is topped with a dollop of heavy 
Boursin cheese. 

If you're in the mood for something more 
native, you can go for the Oysters with Crab 
Fat and Garlic (P185, 280), which are splen- 
did with a mound of warm garlic rice, or the 


quem 


If you love green tea, this is the perfect place for you 


the variants of Korichio—cream blended 
frappes—are worth a try. 

For hot drinks, we recommend Matcha and 
Roasted Green Tea Lattes (P80). The flavor is 
just perfect, and not overpowering at all. 

For dessert, check out the cakes on display. 
‘The eye-catching Tearamisu is pleasantly soft 
and has the right amount of sweetness. 

Another must-try is the Anmitsu, since 
Kozui’s take on this traditional Japanese 
dessert is beyond glorious. 

For P128, you can enjoy a big bowl of green. 
tea jelly, shaved ice, fruit jelly, chewy dango 
balls, sweet azuki beans, taro jam and a gen- 
erous swirl of green tea ice cream. Its as yum- 
my as it looks! 

Kozui Green Tea also offers a variety of 
Japanese eats. On the menu are chilled noo- 
dles, salads (prices range from P120-P230), 


Text and photos by Zee Castro 
2bUI Correspondent. 


FIRST READ ABOUT KOZUI 
I Green Tea in my fave food blog, 

Dessertcomesfirst.com. When I 
saw a photo of the Anmitsu—a 
Japanese version of halo-halo—1 
just knew I had to check it out. 
‘When I finally got to visit the place, 
it totally won me over. 

Kozui Green Tea is an interesting café locat- 
ed in Tomas Morato, QC. It has fresh, cozy in- 
teriors, and its menu is quite impressive. 

Its green tea beverages include POM Tea, 
iced green tea flavored with pomegranate 
syrup. If you're craving for something cold, 
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BEEF fondue with The Old Swiss Inn, a 24-hour | 
e 


restaurant that has long been 

a favorite of yuppies and executives, 
isn't just a place for business meetings, 
conferences and power lunches 


By Bianca Consunji 


food, since we're open 24hours.” sauces (which include pepper, 
2bU! Correspondent. 
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BONELESS Bourbon Ribs 
with corn and baked beans 


From page DI 


and served with garlic noodles, P295), 
Martha's Caesar Salad (shrimps, peppers and 
crispy oysters tossed in lettuce and Caesar 
dressing, P199). 

A trip to the restaurant is not complete 
without sampling its "spanking good" oys- 
ters. While the most popular variant is of 
course, the Oysters Rockefeller (oysters 
served with melted cheese and spinach), the. 
lengthy list of flavors will make even the 
most discerning oyster fan happy. We liked 
the Oysters with Blue Cheese, which had a 
heaping spoonful of blue cheese and cream 
(topped with halfa grape) on each shell. 


She adds, “We're planning to add more 
seafood to our menu soon, as well as other 
special dishes.” 

For the meantime, we're perfectly happy 
with Rockefeller’s excellent lineup of dishes. 

Mz Rockefeller is located at Level 2, 
Greenbelt 3, Ayala Center, Makati. Call 757- 
4802. ` 


E-mail the author at biancaconsunji 
@yahoo.com 


To accompany your meal, you can choose 
from an extensive selection of wines in the 
restaurant. 

"We make sure our customers are happy,” 
says Balanay. "We give them the option of 
changing their side dishes if they want. For 
example, they can opt to change beans to 
plain rice, rice to fries. And we also make 
sure there's a special offering every week on 
our menu, so regulars have a reason to come 
back.” 


We've got it all for you! 3 
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arm Clock w/FMRado wl FM Rado Video Reconing همع‎ Capable wiMutishot MP3 Payer -w FM Rado 


Also available MONTEN LOAD? 600 


Get a FREE prepaid phone with your existing postpaid line.** 
Just choose from a monthly*** fixed load of P250, P350 or 0 
which will be loaded into your child's prepaid account. 

The load will automatically be charged to your bill. 

Enjoy as many Fixed Load Plan accounts as you want.**** 


mioreloadsmecien jaan OOUE وی‎ 


Available only for a Monthly Load of P350 and a Monthly Load of P600. 
** Fornon-Sun subscribers, simply bring valid LD. and latest competitor bil 
‘equivalent to or of higher value than the plan being applied for. 
If competitor bill is not available, bring proof of biling and proof of income. 
"* For 24 months. 
=» Subject to evaluation. 


Hurry to The Sun Shep mow! 
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Better network, better value. 
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Editor Emmie G. Velarde 
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“SINUNGALING na Buwan” 
starring Jake Macapagal and 
Kalila Aguilos 


‘Technical problems’ 
encumber Cinemalaya entry 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
tim to a pattern of irony and lies. 
Fe GET DISQUALIFIED A farewell letter from their respective 


mi 5 ex-lovers weaves together the stories of 
ee 3 Ws Tm the Myla (Kalila Aguilos), Dean (Jake Macapa- 


gal) and Carlo (JR Valentin). 
rector Ed Lejano, whose 
film, “Sinungaling na Sad, but... 
Buwan, was excluded “Tm sad, but I'm looking at 
4 دود‎ the bright side," said Lejano. "I 
from competition in this know that there'sa positive side 
year's Cinemalaya Philip- to this. It's ironic, though. I've 
pine Independent Film finished a film about dysfunc- 
Festival, which is ongoing tional people who become vic- 
at the Cultural Center of tims of lies. I now feel like I'm 
the Philippines. 


one of those characters.” 
The Cinemalaya festival runs 

Lejano said his film encoun- 4 
tered "a series of technical 


until July 29, when the awards 
A t show will be staged at the CP's, 

problems," which resulted in Tanghalang Nicanor Abelardo. 

the cancellation of its gala 

screening on July 


21 

last year, two 
films—Jon Lazam's 
“Mga Anino sa 
Apuhap” and Khavn 
dela Cruz's “Larom- 
bata"—were dis- 
qualified. They had 
failed to meet the 
deadline. 

"I saw it coming. 
Okay na sa akin,” 
Lejano said of his 
movie's fate. “I did 
not deliver on time. 
I take full responsi- 
bility for that.” 


Gala 

But screenings of 
“Sinungaling na 
Buwan" will push 
through, with the 


MALL TOUR. 
gala screening 3 7 R 
scheduled tomor- ) special guests: 


row at9 p.m. B ; 
"People will still یی یی‎ TC) 
get to see Rachelle Ann Go 
movie," Lejano said 
on Monday *lts & Kyla 
still part of the out- 
of-the-competition 
exhibition. l'm hop- July 2 
ing that through 
word of mouth, 
people will come." 
According to fes- 
tival coordinator 
Nestor Jardin, that 
is, provided that Le- 
jano is able to cor- 
rect technical 
glitches, and that 
competition coordi- 
nator Laurice 
Guillen-Feleo ap- 
proves the screen- 
ing. 


Rules 

Jardin, also pres- 
ident of the CCR 
said the festival 
organizing commit 
tee, in a meeting on 
Saturday to discuss 
Lejano’s case, de- 
cided to disqualify 
the filmmaker be- 
cause of his failure 
to submit the film, 
as subtitled, on the 
July 20 deadline. 

"Rules are rules," 
Jardin told INQUIRER 
Entertainment. "Ed 
understands that." 

"Sinungaling na 
Buwan" tells of 
three dysfunctional 
Characters — who 
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Guilty pleasures in the biz 


Boy Alano in "Roberta" in the early 
1950s, to her fresh batch of victims 
in the New Millennium. 

And Bella has been doing it 
without skipping a beat—and 
without aging (much) to boot. Has 
the Queen of all contravidas found 
the Fountain of Youth in screen vil 
lainy? Hmm, perhaps Doctors Bel- 
loand Calayan should look into the 
Bella Flores phenomenon for its 
age-defying effect! 

Other guilty pleasures in the 
biz: The gleefully “over” perfor- 
mances at different stages of their 
careers of: Don Ameche, Judith 
Anderson, Liberace, Yul Bryn- 
ner, Burt Lancaster, Joan 
Collins, Joan Crawford, Victor 
Mature, Theda Barra, Diana 
Dors, Boris Karloff, Klaus Kinski, 
Orson Welles, Marie Lanza, Pe- 
ter Lorre, Bela Lugosi, 

Groucho Marx, Agnes Moore- 
head, Alla Nazimova, Dudley 
Moore, Leonard Nimoy, Ramon 
Novarro, Vincent Price, Anthony 
Quinn, George Raft, Martha 
Raye, Lucille Ball, Susan Hay- 
ward, Edward G. Robinson, 
Gilbert Roland, Mickey Rooney, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, 

Omar Sharif, Charles Bron- 
son, Sylvester Stallone, Gloria. 
Swanson, Ben Turpin, Rudolf 
‘Valentine, Mae West, Fay 
Wray—and Liza Minnelli today! 


Brad Pitt 

Playing a thief is getting to be a 
habit for Brad Pitt. After "Ocean's 
Thirteen,” Pitt again plays it slyly 
larcenous in "The Assassination of 
Jesse James By the Coward Robert 
Ford,” opening in October. 

As James (Pitt) plans his next 
big robbery, he wages war on his 
enemies, who are trying to collect 
the reward money and glory rid 
ing on his capture—only to dis- 
cover that the greatest thrust to his 
life may come from those he trusts 
the most! 


“Mga Kuwentong Pambata’ 

The Francis Padua Papica Foun- 
dation is inviting students 9 to 2 
years old to participate in the sec- 
ond Mga Kuwentong Pambata ng 
Papica Foundation National Short 
Story Writing Contest. This years 
heme is "Bayani ng Bayan Ko 
(The Hero of My Town).” For de- 
tails, e-mail fppifi yahoo.com. 
Deadline ison Aug. 1. 


"Dogeaters" 

Jessica Hagedorn's acclaimed 
play, "Dogeaters," will be staged 
by Atlantic Productions at the Car- 
los P Romulo Auditorium, RCBC 
Plaza, Makati in November. 

Fil-Am writer Hagedom has 
transformed her best-selling novel 
about the Philippines during the 
Marcos dictatorship into an equal- 
ly powerful theatrical piece that 
reaped acclaim at the New York 
Public Theater in 2001. Bobby 
Gareia directs. 
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First came love... then came Reverend Frank. 


MANDY JOHN 
MOORE KRASINSKI 


LICENSE WED 


WHEN WE GET OUR REGULAR 
fix of entertainment, we go for 
productions that both delight and 
add to our emotional quotient, 
with an earned insight or two 
thrown in for good measure. 

Once in a while, however, we 
throw all caution and standards to 
the wind and indulge in some 

guilty pleasures" that add abso- 
lutely nothing to our psyche—and 
in fact could even detract from it! 

Thats what guilty pleasures are 
all about, right? Theyre a well-de- 
served vacation from sense and 
sensibility, acceptable standards of 
performance, and the productive 
use of one's time. 

Why do we indulge in them? 
Because, as they feed a shallower 
and sillier part of us, they allow 
our more rigorous faculties to take 
a break—and thus achieve a sort 
of humbling and even liberating 
balance. Stuff that into your pop- 
philosophical pipe and smoke it. 

At the top of our list of guilty 
pleasures is Bad Television. We're 
such TV addicts that we watch it 
all che time—all sorts of television, 
good, bad, indifferent, horren- 
ously awful, etc. As long as the 
images move in that often appro- 
priately called boob tube, we eye- 
ball them—for hours on end. 

Once, in graduate school, we 
watched TV for more than 24 
hours straight! It was ۵ perverse 
kind of education we got as we 
moved from late-late show to ear- 
ly-early programs, moming news- 
casts, women's shows, soaps, pop. 
music shows, prime time series, 
documentaries, evening news- 
casts, late shows, all the way back 
to late-late shows, all over 
again—and beyond. Whats be- 
yond Bad Television? The Cosmic 
Curse, or worse. 

Why do we watch bad TV? Be 
cause, like Mount Everest, it's 
there—and its infinitely easier to 
tolerate the mediocre than to 
brave the bitter cold at the top of 
the world! Also, bad TV shows in- 
dicate how low some so-called en- 
tertainers and self-styled commu- 
nicators can sink—which, given 
the exquisite imperfection of hu- 
man nature, is very. Other guilty 
pleasures: 

Old Danny Kaye movies. Kaye 
was the cosmically comic father of 
Jerry Lewis, who in turn begat 
Robin Williams and then Jim 
Carrey—over-the-top, physical 
comedians, four and all. Kaye, 
Lewis, Williams, Carrey—that's it, 
the family tree of physical comedy 
is complete! 

Their local show biz counter- 
parts, in the “guilty pleasures” 
sense of their comedic perfor- 
mances on TV and in the movies, 
would include Chiquito, Andrew 
E, Pokwang, Bayani Agbayani, 
Tiya Pusit and Chokoleit. 

At the other end of the perform- 
ing spectrum is the melodrama, 
and we certainly don't lack for 
lush exponents of that overly- 
emotional corruption of the dra- 
matic mode. 

“Topping the list are all of our sig- 
nature contravidas, led by the icon- 
ic Bella Flores, who has been mak- 
ing life miserable for many genera- 
tions of hapless stars—all the way 
back to litle Tessie Agana and 
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qty) 
Experience the movie's explosive finale 


5; IMAX 3D ۰ 


تع صصص سوق 
Tickets now available.‏ 
SO (oniy to Tay, before Spm)‏ 
AD [Mos to urn Spm coma, Fay, Saturday Sed‏ 


ebay hee] 


ease al SS AX S] o 556 QNI for ies and reertion, 


NOW SHOWING 


‘Sm SOUTHALL یمه‎ 
THE SIMPSONS 
HARRY POTTER 5 
founa 
RATATOUILLE 
STRANSFORMERS 
ÉBLIND DATING 
#PLANET TERROR 
EDIE HARD 4 
VACANCY 


smemvmeumu 776-3055 

EHARRY POTTER 5 

ETHE SIMPSONS 

founa 

RATATOUILLE 

smeny mama 5239240 
TRANSFORMERS 

XBLIND DATING 

XRATATOUILLE 

DIE HARD 4 

§ THE SIMPSONS 

HARRY POTTER 5 

TIN THE LAND OF WOMEN 

{PLANET TERROR 

sOUDA 

„WHITE NOISE 
ETIYANAKS 

VACANCY 

SSMITY DRSMARINAS cenae: 

EHARRY POTTER 5 

iOUDA 

TRANSFORMERS 

RATATOUILLE 

sm WRLENUELA 

ETHE SIMPSONS 

HARRY POTTER S 

šoua 

RATATOUILLE 


smemvsucar. 
IRATATOUILLE 
HARRY POTTER 5 
SouDA 
rue SIMPSONS 

Event Calendar? 


7و 


825-4575 


METRO MANILA 


‘sm meBACINEMA 633-1901 
اند‎ DATING 


VACANCY 
XHARRY POTTER 5 
ATHE SIMPSONS 
S RATATOUILLE 
i TRANSFORMERS 
JIN THE LAND OF WOMEN 
PLANET TERROR 
s DIE HARD 4 
XOUDA 
WHITE NOISE 
IFTIYANAKS 
Sm erry ramuan 
UBLIND DATING 
JTIYANAKS. 
TWHITE NOISE 
{HARRY POTTER 5 
SIDIE HARD 4 

[THE SIMPSONS 
"RATATOUILLE 
touna 
TRANSFORMERS 
VACANCY 
IPLANET TERROR 
IJIN THE LAND OF WOMEN 


9350748 


SMOMTYSTAMESR 7164416 
HARRY POTTER 5 

TRANSFORMERS 
JRATATOUILLE 

ETHE SIMPSONS 
souna 

EPLANET TERROR 

7618 HARD 4 

FIN THE LAND OF WOMEN 

$ BLIND DATING 

VACANCY 

SMETYSANUUARD 706-2488 
MARRY POTTER 5 

TRANSFORMERS 

RATATOUILLE 

{THE SIMPSONS 

$DIE HARD 4 

founa 


imax صد‎ 


smmauorasin 556-0104 
EA 


RESERVED. 
TRANSFORMERS 
jDIE HARD 4 
{THE SIMPSONS 
SBLIND DATING 
میاه‎ 
PREMIERE CINEMA. 
TRANSFORMERS 
CENTERSTAGE 
RATATOUILLE 


DIRECTOR'S CLUB. 
Bookings now accepted. 
que nt 596-0655. 


PODIUM 
سس‎ 


[Lu 
RATATOUILLE 
CINEMA 2 
HARRY POTTER 5 


For tichet reservation, dial 6338976 


ITHE SIMPSONS 
RATATOUILLE 
HARRY POTTER 5 
4OUDA 

| soua 
BLIND DATING 
HARRY POTTER 5 
FIN THE LAND OF WOMEN 
DIE HARD 4 
VACANCY 
HARRY POTTER 5 
ÜTRANSFORMERS 


movietime 
Kids of all ages ae invited to 


Remy's Kitchen 
Afi sey for budding ce 


July 28 (Saturday) 
at Mall of Asia Activity Area (near IMAX Theater) 


i 


Admission i free! 


Pasticipants are aceperd دوه‎ fie come Get served a ie 
Seine eat 100 pax, 300 pm, and $00 pam. 

Learn to be like Remy and Linguini in preparing mouth 

watering desserts. Kids who prepazed the best dessert will win 


e | 
SUPER CINERAMA 


‘smerry wena (042/7108877-20 
XOUDA 
iRATATOUILLE 
THE SIMPSONS 
HARRY POTTER 5 
منم هب‎ (07981970839 
'OUDA 
irHE SIMPSONS 
RATATOUILLE 
HARRY POTTER 5 
SHewaeemamOLND qest 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
founa 
TRANSFORMERS 
(RATATOUILLE 
SMEHYSILROSA — poen 
ETHE SIMPSONS 
ÍHARRY POTTER 5 
RATATOUILLE 

UIA 


Smemvemu (032/231-3876 
ETRANSFORMERS 
ÍHARRY POTTER 5 
RATATOUILLE 

<THE SIMPSONS 
VACANCY 

NEXT 

TOUDA 

$DIE HARD 4 
SwemvaatooD (2347081010 
EHARRY POTTER 5 
iRATATOUILLE 

THE SIMPSONS 
foun 


SM BITY BATANGAS 8856401-04 
RATATOUILLE 

JOUDA 

ÍHARRY POTTER 5 
SvACANCY 
SHCIYPAMPMNOA  Gesperusas 
HARRY POTTER 5 
ITRANSFORMERS 

jDIE HARD 4 

{RATATOUILLE 

THE SIMPSONS 
founa 

smewupa (043) 784-0187 
ÍRATATOUILLE 

ÍHARRY POTTER 5 

iounA 

TRANSFORMERS 


visavas | 
MINDANAO 
smomvnouo (03319209422 
XTRANSFORMERS 
ZODIAC 
RATATOUILLE 

gouna 

SHARRY POTTER S 
£THE SIMPSONS 
RESERVED 

EDIE HARD 4 


SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


Special prizes. 8 
See you اسف‎ 


‘smerrymacoon — (046)417-3068 
EBLIND DATING 
WHITE NOISE 

jOUDA 

{THE SIMPSONS 
SHARRY POTTER 5 
RATATOUILLE 
TRANSFORMERS 

iDIE HARD + 

SM CITY CLARK (045)625-5844-45 
HARRY POTTER 5 
iDIE HARD 4 
TRANSFORMERS 
{RATATOUILLE 

souna 

THE SIMPSONS 

sm CTY MARIA (04418392013117 
{HARRY POTTER 5 
touna 
TRANSFORMERS 
(RATATOUILLE 


Smemynmuno (082/2975998 
IHARRY POTTER 5 
EDIE HARD 4 

jOUDA 
TRANSFORMERS, 
§THE SIMPSONS, 
ERATATOUILLE 
‘smertyenaninn (088)852-2684 
IRATATOUILLE 

ouia 

۳۷۶ SIMPSONS 
HARRY POTTER 5 


7 


wm ENTERTAINMENT IB OPENS TODAY 


‘The Apprentice’ celeb version x CHEER F | TE STAR or “JUST MY LUCK” IS BACK IN ANOTHER 
won't include Rosie O'Donnell FACTOR ۲ HEART- WARMING ROMANTIC COMEDY 


fO ss CHRIS PINE 3 | 


The British have 
JAMES BOND, 
AUSTIN POWERS 
and JOHNNY ENGLISH. 
The French only need 
one man to finish the job. 


Jic 
DONALD ۴ 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL- 
ifomia—NBC televi- 
sion is inviting celebri- 
ties to ty to ۷ 
Donald Trump in the 
next version of “The 
Apprentice." 

‘And while it would 
make for a marquee. 
match-up, don't ex- 
pect Rosie O'Donnell 
to be among them. 

Trump and O'Don- 
nell have feuded 
through various TV 
appearances, with 
O'Donnell mocking 
Trump's comb-over 
hair and Trump call- 
ing her fat, ugly and 


sad. 

NBC had canceled 
“The Apprentice” due 
to low ratings: But 
the network hired 
Ben Silverman as its 
mew entertainment 
chief shortly there- 
after, and he called 
on Trump and execu- 
tive producer Mark 
Burnett to revive the 
show. 

No contestants 
were named in NBC's 
announcement The 
network said it was 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Brand-new season of ‘Dolce Vita 3’ premieres August 2 


Nuttier Saturdays 

“Nuts Entertainment” moves to its new 
time slot on Saturdays, after "Imbestigador." 

GMA Networks comedy program wel- 
comes its newest “Nuts” playmate of the sea- 
son, Ehra Madrigal. 

The show features "Nuts" cast Joey de 
Leon, Janno Gibbs, Anjo Yllana, Richard 
Gutierrez, Alfred Vargas, Mike "Pekto" Nacua, 
John Feir and Iwa Moto. 


He heads south, this time to explore the re- 
gional cuisine in Sicily 
He visits the famous Palermo mar- 
keis, taking viewers into the real 
heart of the beautiful city. 
As he hits the countryside, he ex- 
plores authentic rustic Sicilian cui- 
sine, based on seasonal local ingredi- 


hildren below 13-yrs. old will be allowed 
if سید‎ By a parent or adult. 


INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY 


- 


Directed by: TOPEL LEE 
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CLICK! 


VIEWERS CAN CATCH THE PREMIERE OF for friends and family. 
“David Rocco's Dolce Vita 3" on Discovery 
Travel & Living on Thursday, Aug. 2, 8:30 to 


9 p.m. (encore Monday at 10:30 


pm). 


In 13 brand-new episodes of the 
popular series shot on location in Flo- 
renee, Sicily and the Amalfi coast of 
Italy Canadian-born Italian David 


ge: 


Rocco cooks up classic, easy-to-learn dishes ents, 
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him back to the group and then ask for her 5) Dr intelligent 7 f Wahlberg, comes to Asian television on 
lon't be embarrassed to peak intelligently. but they do check out the goods. If 3 
uer Woks every ine wel, al. 3) i les not the size of your crotch. es you know you don't have a supermod- Monday, July 30, at 10 p.m. on HBO Sig- 
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Come and join the fun as we witness the exciting showcase of culinary talents 
on AUGUST 11 and 12, 2007, GLORIETTA ACTIVITY CENTER 


AMATEUR FOOD ENTHUSIAST HRM STUDENTS PROFESSIONALS 
The Ultimate Century Tuna Ulam The Great Century Tuna Trio Challenge Century Tuna Iron Chef Date Plate 
Showdown (Salad, Sandwich and Pasta) 2-Member Team Competition of 
1-Member Team Competition 3-Member Team Competition of 1 Chef and 1 Assistant. 
Grand Prize: P 20,000.00 cash 2 Students and 1 Adviser Grand Prize: P 40,000.00 cash 

Grand Prize: سيا‎ part al the ovont organizers t 
PARENT & CHILD FOOD ENTHUSIASTS aresta participante may call ha ovant organizers for 
Creative Century Tuna Sandwich Making 5 3000000 cash for the team plus SISSE Wonrs مس‎ 


3 SCRIBBLE WORKS PRODUCTION & EVENTS MANAGEMENT INC. 
2-Member Team Competition of PRIOR دي‎ Schenk Telephones: 102) 535-3910 and (021 501-1200 


1 Child and 1 Parent CENTURY CULINARY CIRCLE 
Grand Prize: ۴ 10,000.00 cash ‘Telephones: (02) 637-1033 and (02) 637-1044 
‘website : www conturypacific.com.ph 
Dur Event Partner: TER DOBA PERMIT 4078 Soran ot 007 


gg 2۱۸ Teral وج‎ jet |) 


WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 25, 2007, 


Bar show 


July 31 
Richard Poon at Fuente Circle, 
Eastwood City 


WITHOUT RICO 
Rivermayais holding 
auditions fora new 
singer, post-Rico 
Blanco. Meanwhile, 
the band played its 
first gig withou 
recently at SaGuijo 
in Makati, 
Sugarfree's Ebe 
Dancel, center, took. 
turns with brother 
Vin (formerly of 
‘Twisted Halo) 
jamming on old 
Rivermaya hits. 


Dip 
You 
Know... 


US president 
next year will 
be a woman 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL- 
ifornia—The United 
States will have a fe- 
male president next 


Tony Award-win- 
ning actress Cherry 
Jones will play Presi- 
dent Allison Taylor 
when the show 
about the exploits of 
counterterrorism 
agent Jack Bauer 
(Kiefer Sutherland) 
returns in January 
for season seven, the 
network announced 
Sunday. 

Jones’ term will 
coincide with Demo- 
cratic Sen. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton's 
presidential bid, but 
Fox Entertainment 
Chair Peter Liguori 
said there will be no 
intersection between 
fiction and real- 
world politics. 


Dramatic 
“Isa dramatic de- 
cision. ... The presi- 
dent is a very impor- 
tent piece of 4۳ 
Liguori told The As- 
sociated Press. 
“We've had a broad 
array of presidents 
on the show; why not 
a female president?" 
The series has 
been an Oval Office 
groundbreaker be- 
fore, with Dênnis 
Haysbert playing 
President Palmer, the 
first black president. 
Jones, winner of 
bestacress Tony 
Awards for "The 
Heiress" and 
"Doubt" has ap- 
peared in films in- 
cluding “Ocean's 
Twelve” and “The 
Perfect Storm” and 
has guest-starred on 
TV shows including 
the White House dra- 
ma "The West Wing.” 
Liguori and newly 
appointed Fox pro- 
gramming chief 
Kevin Reilly ap- 
peared Sunday at the 
summer meeting of 
the Television Critics 
Association to dis- 
cuss the upcoming 
TV season on Fox, 
owned by Rupert 
Murdoch's News Cor- 
poration. AP 
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THE SIMPSONS 
رن‎ 
RATATOUILLE 


RATATOUILLE 
12:30/300/5:30/ 8:00 


pne mm soos 


ND INQUIRER:‏ سا 


Show starts 8:30 p.m. For reser- 
vations or inquiries, call 750-8888 
or 899-3108. 


Tonight 
Instrumental Nite at RJTV Bar. 
Call 899-1658 
‘Maegan Aguilar with Blush at 
UCC Park Cafe, Glorietta 
Richard Merk and 
Friends at Merk's Bar 
The Bloomfields 
Fuente Circle, 
City 


at 
Eastwood 


Tomorrow 
The Members at Fuente Circle, 
Eastwood City 


July 27 

The Dawn at Eastwood City Cen- 
tral Plaza 

The CompanY at Metrobar, 8 
p.m. Call 911-5555 


yala 


Open for advance screenings, product launches, concerts, 
school events and other organizational functions. PLUS! 


[HX 


Gıtelay Khimar Farmerspiaza 


gatewaymall com ph 


RATATOUILLE 
LE TE IT 


QUIJA BOARD 


| DIEHARD 4 


THE SIMPSONS 
200/420) 640/900 
HARRY POTTER 5 
12:40/3:20/6:00/ 8:40 | 


ENTER! 


7"S$uow 
Camara and Valdes co-starre TiME 


For interested parties, you may contact Marketing Services 


VACANCY 
| 190/310) 20/7:30/940 | 13013205201 740/950 


"TRANSFORMERS 
1250/350/ 650/950, 1:20/ 410/700/950 | 


Aliman [5] 


un 


Mitch takes old pals to Captain’s 
p 
{ 


| 
| 


MITCH VALDES RETURNS FOR AN- 
other series of gigs at Captain's Bar, 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel, Makati, on 
July 28, Aug. 4 and 11. 

led "The Best of Mitch 
Valdes," the show will have a spe- 
cial segment featuring the singer's 
friends at various points in her mi 
sic career—Boy Camara, Nanett 
Inventor, Nonie Buencami 
Cherie Gil 


the 1970 production of “J 
Christ Superstar,” while Inven st, 
Buencamino and Gil were Valdes" 
colleagues in the theater. 


Reu 

RJFM 100.3's The Greatest and 
the Latest Concert Series presents 
“RJ & Nyoy Reunited” featuring 
Ramon Jacinto and Nyoy Volante 
tomorrow at the Captain's Bar, 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel. 


General 
Audience 


Exclusive screenings of blockbuster films. 


Department 395-2188 locals 230 and 240 


ente 


THE SIMPSONS 
12au 1:10 ,220,320 e f 


همه 520165017401 


HARRY POTTER 5 
1250/350/650/950 


QUIJA BOARD 
1205 R215 406 (615/825 
BLIND DATING 

126/315 155/815 


For ticket inquiries, please call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www.ticketnet.com.ph 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK 


LIVE! AUGUST 19 SUN / 7PM ۰ BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com "| 
MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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| open for advance screenings, product launches, concerts, 
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NOVALICHES 
1 HARRY POTTER 5 
2 TRANSFORMERS 
3 OLIJA 
PIONEER 

1 HARRY POTTER 5 


Tichet Prae P907 Pioó 838-1031 / 838-322930 


4 THE SIMPSONS 
5 RATATOUILLE 
6 DIE HARD 4 


“Ticket Pic: P100 /P110 8874378 
3 RATATOUILLE 


2THE SIMPSONS 4 OUIJA 


Ticket rice P80 P90, 
AY 6370907. 
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1 HARRY POTTER 5 

2 RATATOUILLE 

3 OUIJA 

4VACANCY 

5 WILDERNESS / CAPE KARMA 
IMUS.. Tee منم‎ 85) 27: sree 
1 HARRY POTTER S 
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3 RATATOUILLE 

4 OUIJA 
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STA. ROSA 


1 THE SIMPSONS 

2 RATATOUILLE 

3 0UIJA 
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DASMARINAS 
1 HARRY POTTER 5 
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3 THE SIMPSONS 
4QUMA 
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1 HARRY POTTER 5 
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3 THE SIMPSONS 

4 OUIJA 
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Tat Price: P70 
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The 
Perfect Gift 


All Year Round 
A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


Get Special discounts £x volume purchases! 
J teeming and eventsteseradons plase cal arketing Services Department at 95-18 میا‎ 232204 20 
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CHOW in"Kung SEAN Astin and Elijah Wood as the famous cinema 


hobbits 


scene Or exer of Edea te Aon bı Outten CY 
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« EARTHQUAKES, TSUNAMIS, VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS... 
FIRST JAPAN...THEN SOUTHEAST ASIA 


SINKING 
JAPAN 


BASED ON REAL FACTS 
od 


PHILIPPINE موی(‎ 
ENTERTAINMENT 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 2007 


Bye to hobbits, hi to kung fu 


"On any one set, someone's 
been on all the big ‘Lord of the 
Rings’ movies,” said Bennett, the 
production coordinator. “They've 
all had experience with those big 
budget movies. It definitely ups 
their level of skills.” AP 


still willing to accommodate 
smaller budgets. 

Asian filmmakers, however, al- 
so appreciate that New Zealand's 
film work has been upgraded by 
its experience with American pro- 
ductions. 

8 8 8 8 8 8 6 هسم مه 


POWER PLANT 


HARRY POTTER 
AND THE 
ORDER OF 

THE PHOENIX 


THE SIMPSONS 
P613 


THE SIMPSONS 
PG-13 
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BEEN‏ ا 


E: 
620. موه‎ 
0 change etu pror rorot 
Catch the Cineplex Special 
Come to Shangri-La Plaza's Season-Ender sale. 
Enjoy discounts of up to 70% OFF 


from participating stores up to July 31 
‘See you at the Shang! 


an foor, To lt cy 
EDSA corner Stew Gd. Mandaluyong 
Gat 603-7051, o. 1710170 er 633521. 


Eastwood City 
pd 


bie mfeelds 
Catch them 
LIVE! 


Every Wednesday at 8:00 PM 
Eastwood Central Plaza 
FREE ADMISSION 


NE 
CITT 


Eastwood City| 


RATATOUILLE 


1130 212,680, 
738, 0 


E] 


THE SIMPSONS 
1250, 3:20, 5:50, 820, 1058 
[x 


To recen Eaten Cty Sens, Promos و‎ _ RATATOUILLE 


co $505 br Ce eei a J 21. 50, 5-30, 8:10, 10:50 
3 
For inquiries, call: 


687-6963 71 HARRY POTTER 
GUARANTEED SEATS fg © ۳ 
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& JAMES CAMERON'S “THE ALIEN” 


THE LAST NOISE 
THAT YOU'LL HEAR 
. -ISTHE SOUND OF YOUR 


WHITE NOISE: 
THE LIGHT 


THERE ARE ON AVERAGE 774 MEAR DEATH EXPERIENCES IN TH USA EVERY OAL 
‘Ws OF PEOPLE REPORT SEEN A BLMDING WATE LIT 
BEFORE BEING BROUGHT BACK FROM THE DEAD. 


‘METAS THEY DONT COME BACK ALONE. 


I] NOW SHOWING wa £ 


HONG KONG—THE HOBBITS DEFEATED 
savage Ores to protect Middle Earth from the 
evil Sauron. Now kung fa fighters and samu- 
rai warriors have taken their place. 

Or to put it another way, "The Lord of the 
Rings" movie trilogy revitalized New 
Zealand's cinema industry, but now that the 
huge production is over, the country's film- 
makers are looking to Asia to Keep their busi- 
ness growing, 

‘They've succeeded in luring producers 
from mainland China, Hong Kong, Japan, 
‘Singapore and South Korea to either shoot in 
their scenic country or use its editing facili 
ties, and they're pushing hard to get more 
business from Asia. 

“New Zealand and the country's screen in- 
frastructure generally are focusing more and 
more on East Asia," said Susan Ord, projects 
manager at Film New Zealand, the country’s 
location coordination office. 


Sheer economic force 

‘The New Zealand industry's drive to tap in- 
vestments from its northern neighbors partly 
stems from the volatility of Hollywood invest- 
ment. “Rings” was a sheer economic force, 
with shooting taking place over 15 months in 
1999-2000 and special effects work taking 
longer, but its departure left a major void. 

Production financing in New Zealand 
surged from $146 million in 1998 to $402 
million in 2001 in part due to the shoot, ac- 
cording to industry figures. 

‘When the "Rings" work was over, produc- 
tion financing in New Zealand plummeted 
$176 million in 2004. It then went back up to 
$433 million in 2005—im part thanks to 
"Rings" director Peter Jackson's next big Hol- 
lywood production, “King Kong." 

Hong Kong director John Woo was expect- 
ed to spend more than $80 million on his an- 
cient Chinese epic "Red Cliff.” 

The Japanese samurai movie "Dororo" was 
shot in the New Zealand town of Methven. 
South Korean director Kim Sung-ho scoured 
locations in the country for his movie "To- 
gether.” The Park Road Post film editing lab in 
Wellington, owned by Jackson of “Rings” 
fame, is editing the Chinese movie “Big Wa- 
ter” and is in talks to handle three other films 


Keep going out there 

‘Matt Aiken of Weta Digital, which won Os- 
cars for its “Rings” visual effects and worked 
on Hong Kong director Tsui Hark’s kung fu 
epic “Seven Swords," said the company bids 
on projects in both Asia and the US. 

“You've got to keep going out there and 
look for more work,” he said. 

Locations coordinator Ord said Asian fiim- 
makers are more likely to take their work to 
New Zealand these days because they have 
more money at their disposal and often write 
modern stories that can be shot abroad—as 
‘opposed to period movies set in ancient tem- 
ples and palaces. 

Production coordinator Cameron Bennett 
says Japanese TV stations like to shoot scenes 
set in Western locations in New Zealand be- 
cause its cost-effective, noting his country’s 
landscapes have doubled for Russia and Pak- 
istan. 

‘Bennett said while the arrival of big Holly- 
wood productions has pushed movie crew 
wages higher, they remain reasonable. 

Good experience with US 

Singapore movie executive Daniel Yun 
agrees, saying that while the wages are now 
higher than in Asia, "its still something that's 
tenable for us." The company Yun manages, 
MediaCorp Raintree Pictures, just shot "The 
Tattooist” in Auckland. 

Yun also noted that while some companies 
are used to Hollywood-scale work, others are 
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I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry, 
Universal Studios 
TWLW Tile. 


14x 1 Now Pronounce 
You Chuck and Larry 


2 1 Harry Potter and the : $322 min 
Order of the Phoenix 


3 4 Hairspray 
4 2 Transformers £ $20.5 min 
5 3 Ratatouille :$110mln 
6 4 LiveFreeorDie Hard | $7.3 min 
7 5 LicensetoWed i $38mln 
8 6 8 i ۳ 
و‎ 7 Evan Almighty i $25 min 
10 8. Knocked Up | 0 


This Week, Last Week Weeks in Release 
iNew release 


Based on studio estimates. 
complied on Sunday 


Gross 
$34.8 min 


$27.8 min 


REUTERS 5 
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go 
CASI 
۳: 
result, the characters trend the line 
between believability and welcome 
unreality, suiting this world of coex- 
isting human and animal dreamers 
just fine. 

So the characters hére aren't the 
cookie-cutter cornballs from some 
half-baked digitally made cartoon. 
You effortlessly believe that confi- 
dence and dedication are important 
for Remy as well as for Collette 
(Janeane Garofalo), the lone female 
chef in the team, Fiercely competitive 
but willing to trust the new, clueless 
recruit, she profoundly shares her 
valuable work ethics and experiences 
because she honestly wants Linguini 
to succeed. 


Memorable perspective 

Another such pivotal character, the 
grim food critic Anton Ego (Peter 
O'Toole), is the harbinger of doom, a 
harsh but otherwise substantial fig- 
ure who offers a memorable, truthful 
aná wise perspective on criticism and 
appreciation later in the movie. 

“Ratatouille” is also about pursu- 
ing and loving one’s profession, and 
steadfastly speaks of sharing and be- 
lieving in oneself despite his humble, 
scavenger origins. Remy the rodent 
is all about good taste, and he can 
surely teach humans a thing or two 
aboutit. 


is home, sweet Homer 


gets chased into a movie theater bya 
mob of people. 

Vermont's Springfield got 15,367 
votes, edging out Springfield, Illinois, 
which drew 14,634, 

On Saturday, streets were closed 
off, costumed Simpsons look-alikes 
walked through the crowds and blue- 
haired fans vied for tickets to one of 
four showings of the movie at the 
212-seat Springfield Theater, the first 
of which was by invitation only. 

Groening said in a short ceremony 
before the first showing: “As Homer 
‘would say, ‘Woo-hoo!"” AP 


Pine and Jay" Jim Hemphill of 
Reel.com describes it as "sweet and 
entertaining ... thanks to two strong 
lead performances and its essential 
good cheer. (The filmmakers] have 
obvious affection for their charac- 
ters.” 


The Simpsons Movie 


the voices of Dan Castellan- 
eta, Julie Kavner, Nancy 
Cartwright, Hank Azaria 

Directed by David Silverman 

“America’s favorite jaundiced fami- 
ly” on television crosses over to the 
big screen, Matt Groening, the series’ 
creator, tells Premiere.com that the 
plot “involves love and the end of the 
world. [I] has a political compo- 
ment" Josh Tyler of Cine 
emablend.com comments that al- 
though "the movie is at least 10 years 
too late ... ‘The Simpsons’ has man- 
aged to remain relevant, tackling 
heavier social topics and riskier politi 
cal subjects ... Its TV's most consis- 
tent and biting satire” Brian 
MeVickar of SoundtrackNet praises 
Hans Zimmer's score: “{It] covers not 
only che devilish and manic nature of 
the series, but also the Simpson fami- 
lysbond.” 


his long-deceased chef idol Auguste 
Gusteau. The plucky young rodent is 
hopeful that this momentous discov- 
ery comes with limitless possibilities, 

Soon enough, he does get the 
chance to create a tasty masterpiece. 

The restaurant's new garbage boy, 
Linguini (voiced by Lou Romano), se- 
cretly concocts his own soup recipe 
behind the chefs backs. But he'sterri- 
ble at it, so Remy sneaks in and fixes 

the soup, which instantly delights a 
visiting food critic 
Linguini and Remy soon 
form a secret partnership. 
Like a puppet master pulling 
strings, the rat tugs at the 
man's hair, which gives him 
“control” of the humans 
movements. This symbiosis is espe- 
cially useful when the talentless Lin- 
guini is hired as the new, supposedly 
genius cook, while Remy monitors 
things from inside the guy's hat. 

The animation is typically smooth 
when it comes to movements, the 
stylized figures offering a rich varia- 
tion of textures and expressions. The 


script also delightfully complements 


the characters! visual expressiveness. 
Tes rare that such an animated film 
is able to find a genuine and steady 
working relationship between its re 
action-inducing components and its 
periodically malleable denizens. As a 


earned the right to host the event, 
beating out competing Springfields in 
Colorado, Florida, Ilinois, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey 
Ohio, Oregon and Tennessee. 
Officials for Vermont's Spring- 
field, a city of about 9,300 that was 
originally uninvited, lobbied to be 
included in the contest and then won 
it, in part on the strength of a home- 
made video in which 
Homer—played by a local talk-show 
host—runs through town chasing a 
big, pink, rolling doughnut before he 


OPENING TODAY 


haute cuisine capital. Justin Chang of 
Variety raves: “[It's] delicious. The 
master chefs at Pixar have blended all 
the right ingredients: abundant ver- 
bal and visual wit, genius slapstick 
timing ... to produce a warm and irre- 
sistible concoction.” David Ansen of 
Newsweek agrees: "[It's] as rich as a 
sauce béarnaise, as refreshing as a 
raspberry sorbet, and a lot less pre- 
dictable than the critics food 
metaphors and adjectives." Lou Lu 
menick of New York Post concurs: 
"Gratifying ... [its] a plea against 
mediocrity and a reminder that ge- 
mius can turn up in the unlikeliest 
places.” See full review, this page. 


a 


Blind Dating 

Stars Chris Pine, Eddie Kaye 
‘Thomas, Anjali Jay 

Directed by James Keach 

A virginal blind guy (Pine) falls for 
an Indian girl (Jay) who is betrothed 
to another man. Bruce Westbrook of 
Houston Chronicle opines that “it's 
not preachy or weepy ... a lively yet 
meaningful romantic comedy that ... 
entertains.” Sean P Means of The Salt 
Lake Tribune states that “the script 
aims for ‘American Pie’ raunch .. 
[and] the director benefits from the 
nice chemistry between lead stars 
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“RATATOUILLE” 


Delectable animated 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


GREAT CULINARY EXPERTISE AND 
rodents make a strange but exem- 
plary combination in “Ratatouille” 
(pronounced rahtah-toowee), the 
latest from Pixar Animation Stu- 
dios and director Brad Bird ("The 
Incredibles"), The cartoon movie is 
an exceptionally stylish adventure 
that's colorful and kinetic enough 
to grab kids’ undivided atten- 
tion, while smoothly im- 
parting nuggets of wisdom 
and drama that grownups 
can appreciate. 

The nearly two-hour 
“Ratatouille” has its own dis- 
tinct spin on the “man versus beast” 
and "live your dreams" concepts, a 
solidly crafted film that challenges 
traditional notions about art and sub- 
stance as أ‎ entertains. 

Tes primarily the tale of a cultured 
rat, Remy (voiced by Patton Oswalt), 
whose gift for discerning the ingredi- 
ents of food eventually lands him the 
job of being his pack's poison-sniffer. 
But Remy has loftier ambitions, apart 
froma sublime talent for cooking. 

A botched food run separates him 
from his family and friends, and he 
later finds himself scampering 
around the legendary restaurant of 


Springfield 


SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT—ROLLING 
out the yellow carpet, the honorary 
"hometown" of Homer, Marge, Bart, 
Lisa and Maggie Simpson played host 
over the weekend to the premiere of 
"The Simpsons Movie,” with creator 
Matt Groening among thousands who 
tumed out to toast the debut 

The film's producers were also in 
the crowd celebrating the TV cartoon 
family's first full-length film in a town 
with the same name as the fictional 
home of the Simpson family. 

Vermont Springfield got the most 
votes in an online USA Today poll and 


Hanggang Dito na 
Lamang at Maraming 


Salamat 

Stars Nonie Buencamino, Jon 
Santos, Jerwin Mercado 

Directed by Lino Tafiada 

Based on an Orlando Nadres play 
and a classic in the gay lit canon, this 
digital feature showcases the unlikely 
friendship between a closet gay and a 
flamboyant drag queen. Says Nestor 
"Torre of the Inquirer: “This abiding 
gem of Philippine theater is now a 
movie, thanks to the initiative and re- 
sourcefulness of its director.” Torre 
points out that Tafiada “should be 
complimented for his knack for 'per- 
fect’ casting.” Says the director 
“Great, underrated actors like Nonie 
and Jon hardly need direction. Jon’s 
comic timing is impeccable and Non- 
je's characterization, touching.” Ex- 
clusively in IndieSine, Robinsons Gal- 
leria. 


Ratatouille 

With the voices of Patton Oswalt, 
Tan Holm, Will Arnett, Brian Den- 
nehy, Janeane Garofalo 

Directed by Brad Bird 

A rat dreams of becoming a 
gourmet chef in Paris, the world's 
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Hollywood movie? “Pag wala sa harap ng 
camera, English nang English,” she told 
"Showbiz Central" host John Lapus, 

*For the first time in almost three years, 
the Barretto sisters Gretchen, Marjorie and 
Claudine were publicly seen together. This 
happened when the three posed for snap- 
shots with Claudine's newborn, Santino, at 
the hospital last week. 

«A weepy Pops Fernandez appeared on 
“The Buzz” to air her side of the story in- 
volving Robin and Ram, her children with 

Martin, Nievera, and 
Martin's current part- 
mer Katrina Ojeda. 
Pops insisted that she 
supports Martin's de- 
cision to have another 
child with a different 
partner, provided that 
Marin "makes sure 
our Kids are treated 
fairy" Pops said she 
‘was so mad at Martin 
(ting a bell?) that she 
FERNANDEZ turned down the offer 
on the Sunday show "ASAP" to do a produc- 
tion number with her ex. 


Cast of ‘Desperadas’ 

Final cast of “Desperadas”: Rufa Mae 
Quinto, Marian Rivera, Ruffa Gutierrez and 
Tea Calzado. 

Marian Rivera seems to be the new fa- 
vorite of Rega!'s Mother Lily Monteverde. 
Marian has been cast as one of Maricel So- 
riano’s children in Regal's other MMFF en- 
try, “Bahay Kubo,” a dramatic-comic up- 
date of ‘All Mine to Give." 


Not this one 

If Marian is the current apple of Mother 
Lily's eyes, Jennylyn Mercado seems to 
have fallen out of favor. Jennylyn is no 
longer in the cast of "Bahay Kubo,” and has 
moved to another MMFF entry, Imus/Ig- 
nite's sci-fi adventure, “Resiklo.” 
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TELEVISION personality Tammy Faye 
Messner wipes a tear during an exclusive 
interview with CNN talle show host Larry 
King. She announced her recent diagnosis. 
of inoperable lung cancer. REUTERS 


WEEK! 


Kapuso exec on Angel: ( 
We made her a star 


‘Angel Locsin making the big move: “We are > 


GMA 7 EXECUTIVE WILMA GALVANTE ON 


shocked and saddened that Angel and her 
‘manager treated us this way [Angel] 
could ve been truthful about her plans. We 
nurtured her and made her a star. I hope 
she finds peace in her decision.” 

Earlier, Angel, through her manager 
Becky Aguila, announced she was not re- 
newing her contract with the Kapuso net- 
work. The actress’ father, Angel Col- 
menares, told the INQUIRER that he and 
‘Aguila were negotiating with ABS-CBN. 


Top of the talk shows 

For those who missed the weekend’s TV 
show biz programs: 

* Becky said Angel's contract with GMA 7 
expired on March 31, which makes her tal- 
ent a freelancer now. 

*"We owe the [Kapuso] network Angel's 
popularity" Aguila told "The Buzz" host 
Boy Abunda, "Nagkatulungan naman sila. 
Angel did everything the network wanted," 

(Last year, Angel and Becky fought over 
finances. Now, Becky has only good things 
to say about her ward.) 

"She's very hardworking. Matipid s'ya. 
Hindi mahilig gumimik. Ever since ... wala 
akong narinig na reklamo.” 

(And some about herself, too.) 

“Tm not just Angel's manager but also 
her second mother." 

*Angel's dad was less taciturn: “Tapos na 
ang kontrata. in her five years with GMA 7 
she helped the network in her own way.” 


For real? 

*Are they just playing their parts, or are 
Dingdong Dantes and Marian Rivera really 
smitten with each other? The two are por- 
traying the lovers Sergio and Marimar in 
the local version of the Mexican hit series, 
on GMA 7. They had these to say about 
each other on "Showbiz Central” 

*Dingdong: “Nakakadala si Mari- 
an—ang energy nya, ang beauty nya.” 

* Marian: “Nung unang nakita ko si Dong, 
nasabi ko, Wow! Iba si Dong." 

(Hello, Karylle?) 


Getting into it 
*How is Iza Calzado preparing for her 


SALLY FIELD. 
listens during a 
panel discussion for 
the ABC show 
“Brothers and 
Sisters" at Outfest. 
07, Los Angeles 
gay and lesbian 
Film Festival, 
atthe 
Directors 
Guild OF 
America 
in LAlast 
Saturday. 
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?173.6 MILLION NATIONWIDE 


IN JUST 12 SPELLBINDING DAYS! 


“An enthralling, splashy displa 
of Mano iu p Y 
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"Daniel Roddiffe's performance 


is sensational. 
Per ees, IMG, 


“Edge-of-your-seat entertainment.” 
NEW YORK METRO. 


“A spectacular, magical masterpiece." 
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"A perfect blend of wizardry and 
hard-hitting emotion." 
tin em, WEB RI 
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